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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, JOSEPH J. KELSEY, of
Detroit, county of W’ayne, and State of Michi-

'ndn have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Pillow-Sham Holders, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion, reference being had to the accompanying

drawings,and tothelettersof reference marked
thereon.

My invention has relation to that class of

devicesintended to be used in connection with
beds or bedsteads for the purpose of support-
ing the pillow-shams in proper position, either
when down over the position of the pillowsor
when located above and out of the way of the
pillows.
-~ Among the principal objects of my inven-
tion or improvements are the production of a
light, durable, and cheap holder, which may
be applied to any form of bedstead whereon it
18 desired to use pillow-shams; the provision
of means for adapting the holder for use in
connection with any desired size of pillow-
sham; the provision of meansforadjusting the
turning-rod so that it will conform to varia-
tions in the width of the heads of bedsteads;
the application to the turning-rod of simple
and efficient means for attaching the shams
thereto, and the hinging of the turning-rod to
its supports in such manner that the shams
may be readily adjusted 1n position for use or
turned up out of the way against the head of
the bedstead without muassing the shams or
the pillows, and so that the rod shall not bear
against the bead of the bedstead, while at the
same time the rod and its attached shams will
be held in the position in which placed, either
up or down,

To accomplish these objects my invention
1involves certain noveland usefularrangements
or combinations of parts aud details of manu-
facture or construction, all of which will be
herein first fully described, and then pomted

out in the claims. r

Intheaccompanyingdrawings, forming part

of this specification, Figure 1is a perspective
view, showing my improved device applied,

upon the head of an ordinary bedstead (the |

shams being omitted) and the holder in 1ts up-

5o turned positiou; and Iig. 2 1s a similar view,

' showing the holder turned down.

vided with a spring,

Fig.s1s a
front elevation of the improved holder de-

‘tached from the bedstead, and indicating by

dotted lines the position of the parts when the
holder 1s extended, as in order to make 1t ap-
plicable to a wider bedstead.

In all these figures hike letters of reference,

wherever they occur, mdmatc corresponding

| pmts

A 18 the main rod of the holder, made in two
parts, one adjustable upon the other, and upon
this rod the pillow-shams.are intended to be
secured 1n some suitable manner.

B B are brackets upon which the rod A is
hinged, so that it may turn. The brackets are
to be attached fo the bedstead, and they may
be secured thereon by any desired means, and
may be of any form or outline so long as they
will maintain therod A in the manner desired.
I have shown them as connected with the pro-

jecting sides of the bed-posts at the head of

the bedstead; but they might be secured on the
fronts of these posts, oron the front of the head-

board, or at any other convenient point. The

rod A is mounted upon these brackets, as by
the simple hinges.a «.
b, which, when the rod is
turned up as in Ifig. 1, permits the passage of
a wire or equivalent cateh, ¢, attached to the
rod, and when completely tu1 ned n p the rod 1s,
by mean.s of the spring and cateh, held 1n 1ts
place, where it will remain until 1(,1&186(1 hold-
ing the shams up, and not jam against the ad-
jacent partsof the bedstead, which might with-
out such provision become damaged. As one
spring and catch are sufficient to hold the rod, it
s recommended to tieone spring down, leaving
theotherfreeto work., This will avoid theneces-
sity of passing from one side of the bed around
to the other in order to release the rod. It 1s
preferred to supply all the brackets with hold-
ing-springs, so that either spring may be used,
which is necessary in cases where the bedstead
is frequently shifted from one wall to another
in a room. To tarn the rod down from the
position.shown in Fig. 1 to that shownin Fig.

2, the springs ) have ouly to be depressed by

he finger and the rod rev oh ed upou its sup-

ports.
Upon the two sections of the rod we

tack or

Iach bracket is pro-
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otherwise secure strips of cloth, tape,or cord | high or low, without detractlnﬂ from the orna-

d, to which the tops of the shams may be
(11110k]3 and easily pinned, and from which they
may be as easily detached The wire catches
¢ afford a convenient means of attaching a sec-
ond cord or tape, d’, to which the fringe or
border of the shams may be attached. ‘The 1n-
ner ends of cords d’ are held by convenient
projections d?, which must not interfere with
the required mhu&.tmmt& of the two parts of
rod A. |

Instead of the strips d, spring-elips might be
used, if desired; or b.:xttons Or SCrew-eyes in-
teuded to enter e3 elets in the shams, or other
convenient means of attachment, mlnht be
adopted.

The rod A should be mounted upon the bed-
stead at about the height of the tops of the
pillow-shams when in proper position over the
pillows. Upon the rod are sccured spring-
bows C C, the outer ends of which are joined
by flexible cords D, which may be lengthened
or shortened at 1)]6‘181116 to correspond with
the width of the shams, the bows keeping the
cords always taut. The bows are preferably
made of wire, and of course only the ends of
those on one part of rod A are joined together,
so that all the fittings on one part of rod A
shall be independentof thoseon the other part.
Otherwise the desired adjustments could not
easily be effected. |
- The holder thus constrancted being located

- in place and the shams secured thereto, they

S

rest upon the cords and bows, and are Kept
extended over the position of the piliows,
smooth and even, and always 1n proper loca-
tion. To turn the shams up out of the way
and against the head of the bed, it is only nec-

‘essary to revolve the rod, which is easily done

by grasping one of the 1)10300t111ﬂ‘ ends. The
cords and bows carry the shams up against
the head of the bedstead, allowing the freo
ends of the shams to fold down and cover the
holder, and the rod and attachments are held
in place by the springs provided for the pur-
pose. T'he bed may then be used without in-
terfering with the shams. To replace the
shams over the pillows the rod has only to be
released from the holding-springs and revolved
in theopposite direction, when they (theshams)
will assume thetr proper places over the posi-
tion of the pillows without the necessity of
other adjustment. |

The general advantages of a sham-holder by
which the shams can be held in place are suf-
ficiently obvious.

By use of my improved holder it will be ob-
served that the shams, however flexible, are
ecasily taken care of and maintained in ex-
tended position, and do not therefore require
to bestitily starched, asisthe common practice;
the pillows are not muassed or wrinkled; the
shams can be properly replaced by the simple
turiing of the rod, and are held entirely ount
of the way when desired; and the device is

applicable to bedsteads the heads of which are

tatetheillustration.

mental effect of the head: board when the shams

are up or when they are omltted entirely.
When the shams are in p'ace the ends of

the holding-rod only are visible, and for this

rcason 1 prc,fer to make the end:; of the rod in
some ornamental form; but even the ends of
the rod may be concealed beneath the shams,
if desired.

Single or donble shams way be used at pleas-
ure, “md with this improved form of holder
mav be employed with no pillows beneath
them.

If the rod were made in a single piece, 1t
would require to be of a length to Lorrespond
with the width of the bedstead to which 1t
might be desired to apply it; but toavoid the
necessuy of making a partmular attachment
for each style of bedstead, I make the rod ad-
justable 1n length, thus economlzmg in the
eneral mauumuture The two parts of the
md are slotted, substantially as shown, and
two set-secrews are employed, as at ¢ and 1.
The slots admit of the blldll]g of one part of
the rod upon the other, (when the set-screws
are loosened,) and bemn set to the proper
length, the set-screws lm*'e only to be turned
1p, when the two pmts of the rod are properly
held together. This is a simple form of slid-
ing Jomt which may e varied within the lim-
1ts of the skill of any mechanic.

We have three general classes of bedsteads—
the single, the thrce quarter, and the double—
and these vary in width in each class from one
to six inches, and possibly a little more.
use of the above-described sliding joint I cOm-
pensate for this variation, and make one style
of rod fit any of the ordinary-sized bedsteads.

In the bows upon which the shams are made

to rest I form a center piece, (shown at G G,
Figs. 1 and 2.) This may be of any outline,
and it serves to support the middle part of the
sham, preventing the middle from sagging,
especially when the sham is very large. The
central pieces arc omitted from Ifig. 3 to facili-

the central piece, as in I‘lg 3.

When constructed and arran rred to oper ate
in accordance with the foregomﬂ' explanations
the improved device is simple, not liable to get
out of order, durable, easily applied, and con-
stitutes a serviceable and desirable adjunct to
the bedstead, and one which admirably an-

swers the several purposes or objects of the in-

vention, as previously stated.

wamg now fally described my un"entlon
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 15—

1. In a plllow sham holder, the adjustable
spring-bows applied upon th(, two-part hold-
lng-rod, and provided with the flexible adjust-
Ing-cor d subsmutlally as and for the purposes
set forth.

2. The herein-described holding- rod of a pil-
low-sham holder, the same being “made in two

When only a small sham
is to be used the bows may be used without
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parts, each part slotted, as explained, and each
part provided with a set-screw passing through
the slot in the other part, the whole combined
and arranged substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

3. In combination with the turning- rod of a
pillow-sham holder, the flexible tapes or strips
secured thereon, to which strips the pillow-
shams may be pinned, substantially in the
manner and for the purposes set forth.

4. Therod A, hinged upon brackets B, which
latter are plovlded with holding-springs, sub-
stantially as explained, so that when the rod
1s turned up the shams Wlll be Leld in elevated
posmon substantially as shown and described.

. The combination of the brackets, thehold-

ing-rod -hinged thereon, and the a_@ustable

spring-bows, substantially as shown and de-
sceribed.

6. The combination ot the brackets, the two-
part adjustable holding-rod hinged theretoand
tarning thereon, the aq]ustable spring-bows,
and the lexible th‘IpS or tapes for holding the
shams, substantially as shown and described.

——

7. In combination with the tilrnirlg#rbd of a

o

2

pillow-sham holder, the spring-bows applied

thereon, said bows being joined at the ends by
an adjusting-cord, and provided with a cen-
tral supporting-piece, substantially as shown
and described. |

8. The herein - described improved pillow-
sham holder, composed of the adjustable rod
hinged upon the side brackets, the spring-bows
connected with said rod and provided with
adjusting-cords, the flexible strips upon the
rod for attachmentof theshams,and the brack-
ets provided with springs to operate against
suitable stops on the rod, the whole arranged
and combined to operate substantially as and
for the purposes herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereuanto set my hand in the presence of
two witnesses. |

JOSEPH J. KELSEY.
Withesses:

JouN C. GOODRICH,
P. B. SLICK.
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