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To all whom it may concern : ~

Be it known that I, SARAII H. BROWNI\TG,
of Worcester, in the count3 of Worcester and
State of WIasqachusetts have invented an Im-
provement in Hat- Holders‘ of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

Smnds have been made for holding hats in
show-cases and windows. Such stamlb have

sometimes been provided with springs that

spread the pads or fingers that support-the hat
or bonnet. In instances where spring-fingers
are emploved they sometimes distort the hat
or bonnet by spreading the same in one direc-
tion, and consequently rendering the hat nar-
rower 1n the other direction. Where rigid fin- -
gers or supports are employed the hat isloose
on the staud and becomes misplaced by mov-
ing the stand and hat.

M_y invention is for holding the hat in the
desired position with Su{ﬁc*cnt firmness to al-
low of the stand and hat being moved about
without the hat hecoming nmpldced on the
stand, and at the same tlme tlie supporting-
pads upon the stand do not bend the bat or
bonnet out of shape.

In the drawings, Figure 1is an elevation of
the stand and hat- hol..uer the column of the
stand being partially in BPLUOH' and ‘Kig. 2 1s
a plan view of the hat-holder. IMig. 3 is an
elevation of thestock anditsshank, separa tv]; ,
at a right angle to Fig. 1.

The bfme (t of the stfmd is preferably of cast-
iron, so as to be safficiently heavy. Above
this base there 1s a vertical rod, b, passing at
1ts lower end into lhe base ;Lild Se.._,m"e]v fast-
encd. The tube ¢ is outside of this rod b and

capal:le of being moved up or down upon the
rod and damped by a serew, d. These parts
b and eform the eolumn or support for the hat-
holder, and they allow for raising or lowering
the hat-holder and hat or bonnct

The hat-holder is made of the arms ef that
are pivoted together-and to the stock ¢/ at 4,
and the upper ends of the arms e f terminate
with one or more fingers having pads / on their
ends. Thesearmsare adapted.to set inside the

“hator bonnet,and the iinge at 7allows of these

arms being spread more-or less to suit the size
and shape of the inside of the hat or bonnetf,
and pressing slightly on the same su. ﬁclently
to hold such hat or bonnet in the desired posi-
tion. The fingers or devices that are at the
ends of the arms and press against the inside
of the hat or bonnet may be mme or less round-

1 ingor in any other suitable form. These arms 55
ej may be spread by the action of a spring
and drawn together by a screw, a cam, or a
band; but I pwier to use the right and left
handed screws or cam-volutes n, that act upon
the lower ends or toes of the respective arms 6o
¢ and f to spread or contract the arms at their
‘upper ends. These screws or volutes are fast-
ened upon a short shaft passing tbrough the
stock ¢’, so that they revolve together when
turned. The-stock ¢’ has a circular shank, ¢, 65
that passes into the upper end of the column

| ¢, and it can twru freely therein, so that the

hat-holder and hat ean be revolved independ-
ently of the stand a b ¢, and a screw. s, 1§ pro-
“vided, the inner end of which, entelmﬂ‘ ng;mm'e 70
or neck around the shank, preveuh the hat-
holder stock becoming separated m,(,nlenmnb
1n handling the stmul or bonnet.
The stock ¢', 16 1s to be understood, 18 a-picce
of metal that hab a cylindrical shank, g, ar its 75
lower end to pass into the tubular colamn ¢,
and it has a shoulder resting upon the upper
end of such column, and the part of the stock
between the volutes n is flattened, and the up-
per end of the fqto(,k tGlll]llchT(‘S as one leaf of 8o
the hinge 1. | ~
This hat-holder is very (,mn'onwnr for mil-

| liners, because the hat can be displayed to ad-

\’mitage wlthout being handled, o

I claim as my invention— 85

1. In a hat-holder, the combination, with the
supporting-column, of two arms extending up-
wardly and terminating with pads, a stock to
which the lower ends of the armsare connect-
ed, and mechanism, huhammmlly as specified, go
fur spreading or contrac'ing sueh ATINN aml
holding thun. as sot furth

9. In a hat- liolder, the arms e f, provuled
with padsat their onter ends, and the stock ¢/,
to which the arms are pivoted, in combination gz
with the serews », having right and left hand
threads, substantially as b})&ﬁlhe{]

3. The combination, with the base a and rod

b, of the tubular standard ¢, clamping-serew d,
pivoted arms ¢ f, adjusting-s~rews n, stock ¢/, roo’
and shank ¢, the latter entering the apper end
of the tube ¢, as and for the purposes set forth.

Signed by me this 5th {]d\ of September, A
D. 1681

.~ SARAT E. BROWNING,.
Wl tnesses:
SUSAN L. FULLER
NANNIE E. COFFIN.
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