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(No medel.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, FRANCIS L. BECKER, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Implowments
in Shoulder-Rests for Violins, of whlch the
following is a specification.

Heretofore violin-players supported their
violins on a small cushion,which is placed upon

the shoulder below the coat, so as to prevent

the bending over of the head and the raising of
the shoulders. To proteect the violin against
perspiration,which dissolves the glue connec-
tion of the body at the point whele the chin
rests thereon 1t 1s customary to use a hand-
kerchief and place the same between the chin
and the body of the violin. Attempts have
been made to introduce chin-rests which have
been clamped to the body of the violin by
means of clamping-serews; but these devices
have not met with success, as they interfered
with the proper vibrations of the sounding-
boards, and did notprotect the violin agamst
the 1 1n3ur10115 effect of the perspiration of the
neck.

The object of my invention is to furnish for
violin-playersan improved shoulder-rest which
18 attached to or removed from the violin in
an instant and with great facility, which fur-
thermore supports the violin at the proper
height above the shoulder without inter fering
with the proper vibrations of the upper and
lower sounding-boards of the instrument, and
which fully protects the Lody of the violiu
against the injurious effects of the perspiration
of the chin and neck.

The invention consists of a shoulder-rest for

~ violins which is made of a stiff interior stay,
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the upper U-shaped part of which is spiung
on and retained by means of an elastic cush-
ion on the end of the violin. The stay rests
by means of a cushion at the lower end on the
shoulder of the player. The stay is covered
with leather and protected by an exterior
layer of water-proof material, and a chin-rest
of the same material at the uprper end.

“Inthe accompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep-
resents a perspective view of a violin with my
improved shoulder-rest as shown in position
tor use, and Fig. 2 is a perspective view of
the same on a 1arger scale.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.
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Referring to the drawings, A represents a
stay, which is preferably made of a stiff piece
of spring-steel of suitable thickness. Thestay
A is bent at the upper part into U shape,with
rectangular corners, and slightly carved. at
the lower part, and provided with a cushion, B.
The upper U-shaped part of the stay A 1:-, of
such size as to fit over the body of the violin
at that end which 1s held between shoulderand
chin, the U-shaped end being provided at the
upper or lower shoulder with a projecting elas-
tic cushion, @, of rubber, cork, or othersuitable
material; or, if preferred, it may be attached
to the violin by a suitable clamping-screw.

The entire stay A is inclosed and protected
against oxidation by a leather covering, and
furthermore provided at its outer side with a
celluloid or other facing, C, which is made
wider at the upper part of the U-sbhaped por-
tion of the stay, and extended above the upper
shoulder of the same into a slightly-concaved
plate or chin-rest, D, as shown c¢learly in Fig. 1.
The chin-rest D, as well as the outer face- pldte,
U, of the stay, may be made of one piece of
celluloid or other moisture-proof material, so
as to fully protect the stay and violin against
the injurious effect of the perspiration of the
chin and neck, Celluloid of white colorrecom-
mends itself specially for this purpose, as it
always looks neat and clean and can be read-
ily washed and restored to its original eolor,

The shoulder-rest is quickly sprung over the
body of the violin and admits theeasy support
of the violin between shoulder and chin at the
proper height without necessitating any bend-
ing of the hpad so as to adm1t of a more grace-
ful and conv ement holding of the instrument.
The shoulder-rest does not interfere in the least
with the vibrations of the sounding-boards and
protects that part m contact with the neck
and chin against wear and the injurious influ-
ence of the perspiration.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Pa,tent-—-

1. A shoulder-rest for violins, composed of

a stay baving a cushion at the lower end, a U-
shaped upper part, and a spring cushioning
device connected to the latter, whereby the

shoulder-rest may be attached to the body of

the violin, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.
2. In a shoulder-rest for violins, a spring-
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stay, A, having a |J-shaped upper portion and

a curved lower part,substantially as described.

3. A shoulder-rest for violins, composed of

a metallic spring-stay having a cushion at the

g lower end, of an upper U-shaped portion pro-

vided with means forattaching it to the violin,

and of a ¢hin plate or rest secured to theupper
end of the stay, substantially as set forth.

4. In a shoulder-rest for violins, the combi-

10 bation, with a metallic spring-stay having an

upper U-shaped portion and a curved lower

portion, of a chin-plate secured to the upper

end, and of an outer face plate or extension,

by which the stay is protected against perspi-
15 ration, substantially as specified.

5. In a shoulder-rest for violins, the combi-
nation, with a spring-stay, A, having a U-
shaped upper portion, of an elastic cushion, «,
attached to the inside of one of the shoulders
thereof, to secure the same tightly to the body 20
of the violin, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

‘my invention I have signed my name, in pres-

ence of two witnesses, this 12th davof May,
1881. |

FRANCIS L. BECKER.

Witnhesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
CARIL KARPD.
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