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« To all whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, JAMES H. MOR&AN of

Brunswick, 1n the (,oun't} of Cliariton and State

of. Missouri, have invented certain new and
usetul limprovements in Rallroad-Spikes; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the inv entlon

‘which will enable others skilled in the art to

which 1t appertains to make and use the same,

‘10 reference being had to the accompanying draw-
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ings, which form a part of this specification.

Figare 1 1s a- perspective view. Ifig. 21is'a
sectional view on the line # «, and Iig. 3 is a
sectional view on the line ¥ 1.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by likke letters of reference.

This invention relates to railroad and other
large spikes; and 16 consists in certain im-
provementq in the. construction of the same,
which -will be Lereinafter fully deseribed, and

-particularly pointed ount in the claim.

A in the drawings indicates the shank or
body, I3 the head, and C the 1)0111f of m) im-
proved spike.

The shank A, which 1s shown 1n cross-sec-
tion in Ifig: 2 of the drawings, has two of its
sides, D D, made concave or fluted vertically,

- as shown, while the two remaining sides It Ii
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are m"tde convex or bulging.

The head B is for med, in the usual manner,
with a lip, T, 1)1OJect1u0 beyond one df the
sides of the spike. The constrnetion of the
bead, however, 18 immaterial, and forms no

part of my present invention.

[

The point-Cis formed by chamfering the con-
vex sides B of the spike, so as to form a sharp
edge, (x, the fluting or concavity of the sides
D being continued down along the straight
sides of the point, as shown at H H.

By the construetion of the spike as above
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described a muceh -larger bearing -sarface is

oalned than in an ordinarysquare spike of the
same weight, and it will consequently ¢ bind?”
much more firmly and safely.

very edge of the point renders the spike more
readily driven and the wood less liable to
split ; and, finally, owing to 1ts peculiar con-
struction, the spike is not liable to turn or

twist while being driven, thus weakening its

hold upon the rail-tlange.
Having thus described my invention, I ¢laim

The configura-

| tion of the sides being continued down to the 4z

5

and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the - |

United States—-

The herein-described improved Spllﬂ:}, con-
sisting of the head B and body A, having par-
allel :luted sides D H D H and convex sides
I K, the lower ends of which are chamfered
to form the sharp-edged poiut C, as herein de-
scribed, for the purpose set forth. |

In testlmon} that 1. claim the foregoing as
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my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

prusence of two witnesses.
JAMES HENRY MORGAN

Witnesses:
H. BOWMAN,
H. A. BOWMAN.
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