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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM H. IVERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ded-
bham, in the county of Norfolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Music-Racks; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the invention,
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such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters or figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specifieation.

The object of this invention is to provide a

1usie-rack forupright pianos or organs adapt-

ed to be readily and expeditiously moved out-
ward into a sloping position when desired to
hold musie, or as expeditiously returned to
place and folded closely up to the front of a
piano or organ in a position to occupy as little
space as possible.

The drawings accompanying this specilica-
tion represent, in FFigure 1, a perspective view

of a portion of the front of an upright pianoor

organ with my improvements added thereto
and with the rack in an open or extended state,
while Fig. 2 is a rear view, and I'ig. 3 a verti-
cal section, of the same. |

In said drawings, A represents a portion of
the front board of the case of an upright p1ano
or organ above the keys. '

B represents a flat music-rack, which may
be of a board of wood, or of ornamental scroll-
work or other design, this rack being placed
in front of the center of the case-front A, and
hinged at about its middle to the lower part
of such front by links ¢ «, as shown in Ifigs, 2
and 3 of thedrawings, theselinks beingof such
length as to impart the desired slope or angle
to the rack when the latter is open or in posi-
tion for use. The rack B is also connected at

its back with the case-front A by a horizontal
rocking plate or bar, C, which is disposed 1n.
rear of such rack and within an opening, D, in
the case-front, this connecting-bar being piv-
oted borizontally at its ends upon its rear side,
within opposite sides of said opening, while at

[

its front or outer edgeitis pivoted at each end
to the rack B at a point between the upper
edge of such rack and the point of connection
of the links @ , the width of the bar C being
such that when lowered into a sloping position
by the dropping ef the rack the upper edge ot

‘said rack shall abut closely against the front
A of the case, while the lower edge of such

rack stands out from such case-front to the ex-
tent of the length of the links « «.
Toretaintherack Binitsclosed state against
the front A, I employ a plate-spring, 14, which
I secure at its base or upper end to the rear
side of the case-front A, while to thelower and
free end of this spring I secure one end of a
band, cord, or chain, b, this band being pref-
erably wound once or twice about the rocking
bar C, and secured at its opposite end to such

bar in such mannper as to act upon and raise

the latter into an upright position. Other
forms of springs than this may be employed
to raise the rack; but I prefer this, as it 1s
smooth, noiseless, etfective in action, and read-
ily applied. |

T in the drawings represents a narrow strip
or bar, hinged near its inneredge to the lower
front corner of the rack B, this strip, when
lowered into the position shown in Iig. 1 of
the drawings, serving as a ledge or support
for the music, and when the rack is notin use
this strip is folded closely up against the front

of the rack,as showu in Fig. 3 of the drawings.

The operation of my rack will be seen at a
oglance. When the mstrument is to be used

the player lowers the ledge IFinto a horizontal

position, and then by downward pressure up-
on it lowers the rack into the sloping position
shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, the dratt of
the spring being exerted upon the bar O In
sueh a direction that the latter remains-in 1ts
lowest position and retains the rack in its slop-
ing position until foreibly returned to place.
I claim— |
1. The combinition of a case-front for a mu-
sical instrument with the rack B and hinks

and a rocking bar connecting said rack to the

case-front, said bar being pivoted to the rack

at a point bLetween the links and the upper
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edge of said rack, and serving to retain the In testlmony whereof I affix my signatarein
rack immovable when the latter i 1s1n position | presence of two w1tnessos
for use, substantially as set forth.

2, The combmmlon with the musie-rack, of - WILLIAM H. IVERS.
5 the case-front, links a, and rocking bar (; a , -
sSpring secured to the back of the case- front Witnesses:
and cord or chain J, all operating substan- G. M. GIBSON,
tially as set forth. - o ERNEST MEAD.
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