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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RUDOLF BERGNER, of
Gera, Reuss, Germany, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Accordions, of
which the following is a specification.

The nature of my invention consists in the
arrangement of the gearing for operating the
damper in an accordion so that said damper
can easily be operated by the thumb of the
same hand whose fingers operate the key.

In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 rep-

resents a plan of the aunder side of an accor-
dion with myimprovement attached. Iig.21s
a longitudinal section at line z x, Ifig. 1. Fig.
3 is a c¢ross-section at line 2/ 2/, Fig. 1. Xig. 4
is a view of the inner side of the damper-bar;

and Tig. 5 is a longitadinal section, shomnn

a dlﬂ@l"bﬂt arrmwemeni to be here! lmfter re-.

ferred to. | |

Similar letters represent similar parts in all
the figures. |

A A’ are the reed- bomda containing the
usual reeds, a ¢/, and leather valves b b’ n
communication with openings w ' in the tOp
plate of the accordion. Bothopenings w and
w! are closed by a single valve, &, operated 1n
the usual manmner, so that one action of said
valve G will open both openings w0 and ' si-
multaneously. The additional reed-board, A’,
with its reeds and valves, corresponds exactly
with the usual reed-board, A

Across the reed-board A’ a damper-bar, B,
is arranged, provided on its inuner side with
strips ¢, of a suitable material, bearing upon
the réeds «’ to keep the same closed, and con-
sequently out of action. The damper-bar B
is attached to levers ¢ ¢, hinged at g, and 18
acted upon by suitable springs, d and d’, to
keep the same close upon the reeds . Thelu-

vers e ¢/ are connected by a cross-bar, f, and to

either of thelevers (as shown in the drawings,
to the lever ¢) a rod, &, is attached, passmg

[ TH

cuided in a suitable guide, m. At the end of

| through the top plate of the accordion, and '

the rod . a suitable button, 4,1s provided, and 43

this rod / is arranged to be in a convenient

| position near the thumb-strap D, forthe thumb
t of the player to operate the same.

Whenever
a greatersoundis required theoperator presses
the rod h downward,thereby moving thedamp-
er-bar B clear of the reeds «/,as shown in dot-
ted lines in Fig. 3, when the air can operate
voth reeds a and ¢/ simultaneously,and there-
by increase the sound.

Instead of pressing directly upon the rod 7,
a small lever, 2,hinged at a fixed point, y, may
be attached to the end of the rod &, as shown
in Fig. 5, having oun its frce end the button <,
attached convenientto be acted upon w.th the
thumb of the operator. DBy this arrangement
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of the rod &, or of the button ¢, which operated

therod £, .:wd through its coum*utlon the damp-
er-bar B near the thumb -strap D, the operator
¢can easﬂ3 movethe damper-bar B b3 the thumb

of the hand through which the keys are oper-

ated, and 1s thus enabled to inerease the sound
of am" key-note without removing thu hand
and stoppmﬂ the playmﬂ.

What I elaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

In an accordion provided with a s.cond or
additional row of reeds covered by a valve or
damper adapted to be moved over the sawme,
the contrelling device for operating the damp-
er, consisting of the combination of “the SpIings
d d" levers e ¢/, cross bar f, and rod /&, with
knob %, With the damper-bar B, said rod h or
knob ¢ being arranged at or near the thumb-
strap D, in the manner and for the purpose
snbbtwtmll) as described.

"RUDOLF BERGNER.
- Witnesses:
OTTO SACK,
L. RAFFR.
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