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To all whom 1t may concern :

Be it known that I, LoU1s SCHMETZER, re-
sidingatthecity of Rothenburg-on-the-Tauber,
in the Kingdom of Bavaria, German Empire,
haveinvented Improvementsin Carriage-Tops,
of which the following is a specification.

The tops of children’s and other carriages
are generally supported in their raised state by
means ot strapsor cords or by means of hinged
brace-rods. The straps are objectionable in
children’s carriages, as they are in the way and
inconvenient in use, while the hinged braces
not only get soon worn and shaky by use, but
can only support the top in a single fixed posi-
tion. ‘

This invention relates to an improved car-

| form of locking device is shown, while in Figs.

—r

6, 7,8,and 9 the simpler forms of the same are

shown. In Figs. 7 and 9 the front yoke, «/,is

provided at both ends with an extension, f, of ¢z

less thickness, so that it has a certain spring
action. A bead, ¢, projects from the extension

J toward the plate d, so as to engage into in-

dentations or holes o of the same, which holes
are arranged coucentrically to the pivot of the
yoke a’.

Any desired number of holes may be ar-

ranged, so that the top can be retained at any
desired position,according totheangleat which
the front yoke, «’, is'locked. As the cover b

‘ connects the front yoke, &/, with the remaining
yokes, @, the entire top is thus securely held in

riage-top which can be locked at any suitable | a position corresponding to that of the front

position, and which is adapted equally well for
children’s and large carriages. o
The invention consists of a carriage-top the

yokes of which are pivoted to side plates of

the carriage-body and secured by an adjustable
locking device, which is arranged in connection

 with the ends of the front yoke, so as to retain
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the top in any desired position. The front
yoke may also be arranged with springs at the
ends, by which the top is antomatieally folded
when the locking deviee is released.

In the accompanying drawings, I'igure 1 rep-
resents a side view of a child’s carriage with
my improved top.
side views of the locking and adjusting mech-
anisms ot the top. Ifigs. 4 and 5 are respect-
1vely a vertical transverse section of TFig. 2
and an end view of Ifig. 3; and Figs. 6, 7, 8,
and 9 are side views of different modifications
of the locking device of the top. -

Similar lettersof reference indicate the same
parts. |

In the accompanying drawings, a a’ repre-
sent the supporting-yokes, which, together
with the cover b, to which they are attached,

form the top of the carriage. The yokes a a'

are pivoted to side plates, d, which are perma-
nently secured by means of serews or other-
wise to the body of the carriage.

To the front yoke, a’, is applied my improved
locking and adjusting mechanism by which the
top of the carriage is to beretained in a raised

- 50 or lowered or intermediate position.

Ifgs. 2 and 3 are detail

yoke. | |

In Figs., 6 and 8 the spring-tension f of the
front yoke, «/, carries a small anti-friction
roller, ¢, which sets into indentations o of the
plate d in the same manner as the bead ¢ into
those shown in Figs. 7 and 9.

- When it is desired to arrange the top so that
1t may be lowered automatically whenever the
front yoke is released from its locking device,
a spiral spring, ¢, is applied with its innerend
to the pivot & of the front yoke, ¢/, and with
its outer end to a shoulder of the same, as

| shown in Figs. 2and 4. The spring g imparts

thereby to the yokes a tendency to move in
the direction of the arrow shown in Fig, 2
whenever the locking device is released. The

| ends of the front yoke, a/, are enlarged and
| made of disk shape, the circumferences of the

disks being toothed soas to form a kind of
ratchet, l,into which aspring-pawl, ', isthrown.
By this device the front yoke, a/, and conse-
quently the entire top, may be refained atany
desired position, the ratchet and pawl forming
the equivalents of the locking devices shown
in Iigs. 6, 7,8, and 9.

In place of applying the eunds of the yokes a
a’ to the fixed side plate, d, of the carriage,
they may also be applied to an intermediate
and oscillating plate, m, as shown in Ifigs, 3
and J.

- Theauxiliary oscillating platem turnsaronnd
the pivot n, (shown in Fig. 3,) and is retained
by a double spring - pawl, p, which passes

In Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 a more complicated | through slots of the side plate, d, and engages
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one or more recesses of the {ront yoke, a’, and
of the plate m, as shown clearlyin Ifig. 5.

The plate m is acted upon by a strong band-
spring, #, (shown in Iig.3,) or by a spiralspring,
s, applied to the pivot » and the plate m, as
shown in Fig. 1, by which the oscillating plate
m 18 moved in the direction of the arrow when-
ever it is desired to lower the top of the car-
riage by releasing thelocking part p. The last
arrapgement has the advantage that the yokes
of the top can be folded closer together and
nearer to the body of the carriage, so as not to
be in the way and exposed to injury in ship-
ping the carriage.

What is claimed as the invention 18—

1. In acarriage-top, the front yoke provided
with flexible extensions, in combination with

- rollers attached thereto and plates provided

—

o

with holes adapted to receive and hold the
rollers, substantially as described. -

2. The cover and yokes a, in combination
with the front voke, o/, ratchefts and spring-
pawls, and coil-springs surrounding the pivotas

i that connectthe yokesandside platestogether,

substantiaily as deseribed.
3. The combination of fixed side plates, the
intermediate plates,m,the yokesattached there-
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to, and the coil-springs, substantially as de-

In testimony whereof I have signed Iy name 3o

to this specification in the presence of two sub-
SCribing witnesses,
LOUIS SCHMETZER.

Witnesses:
CARL FEHLERT,
CARL NEUER.
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