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To all whom it MaY CONCErn :
Be 1t known that I, R. H. HewITT, of Los

‘Angeles, in the county of Los Augeles and

State of California, have invented a new and
Improved Mail- Pouch Fastener, of which the
following is a specification.
- Myinvention relatesto certain new and useful
improvements in fastenings for mail-pouches.
~ The object of my invention is to obtain celer-
and closing, and great security
when the mouth is closed and fastened; and
with these ends in view my invention consists
of a mail-pouch fastening consisting of a me-
tallic plate adapted to extend nearly or quite
across the mouth of the bag or pouch, provided
with. three or more slots or openings for the
passage of staples, and provided, further, with
two longitudinally - adjustable locking - rods,
having their inner ends formed with eyes to re-
celve a central staple, whereby all parts may
be secured in position by a single lock, as will
be hereinafter and in detail explfuned

My invention further consists in the details
of construefion of the several parts, as will be
hereinafter explained and specificail y claimed ;
and my invention further consists in combm-
ing with the special mounth-fastening device a

~ tag-receiver secured to one of the longitudi-
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nally-movable rods, and formed with an eye
adapted to pass over the central staple for the
purpose of being secured in place by the lock,
as will be herema,fter sef forth.

To enable those skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains to make and use the
same, I will proceed to describe its construe-
tion and operation, referring by letters to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figurelis aperspective view of a mail-pouch
provided with my improved fastening devlce,
and 1n a closed condition; Fig. 2, a similar view
with the fastening devices mthdrawn and the
mouth of the'pouch opened.
or planviewof the central portion of main plate
and the inner ends of the fastening-rods, and

Fig. 4 is a plan view of one of the fastening-

rods.
Similar lettersindicate like parts in the sev-
eral ﬁgmes

A 1s an ordinary mail-pouch, constructed of
the usual material, with a flap, B, adapted to

overlie three or more staples, « b ¢, secured to |

Fig. 3 1s a front

| either the back or front portion of the bag in

the usual manner, suitable holes or slots being
cut in the flap for the passage of the sta,ples

C 1s a metallic plate, secured to the flap B by
any suitable number of rivets. This plate C

18 of about the design shown, with the ecentral

portion extended upwardly, as seen at D, and
formed with a staple-slot, d The wings of the
plate have their upper e(] ges and ends bent up
at right angles, as shown at e /, the former to
give strength and rigidity to the plate, and to
serve as a guard or protector to the locking-
rods, while the latter, by being perforated, as
shown, serve as nuldes for the dlrectlon of the
locking-rods in their longitudinal movement.
K is an elongated staple, secured near to the
bottom edge of the central portion of the plate
C, around which are bent the eyes ¢ g, extended
from the inner ends of the two locking-rods I.
These rods are straight, and preferably round
in cross-section, and thelr outer ends are adapt-
ed to pass into rmd through the staples a ¢, and
their inner ends are flattened out and formed
into links or hasps G, designed to pass over
the central staple, b. The connection between
the eyes ¢ ¢ and the elongated staple E limits
the backward movement of the rods If and pre-
vents their entire withdrawal from their guide-
openings in the ends f of the plate C. In this
connection I have shown the staples ¢ ¢ as lo-
cated outside of the ends f f of the plate; but
I do not intend to confine myself to this ar-
rangement, as the staples ¢ ¢ may be caused to
pass through the plate C inside of the ends f,
in which case I provide inside of the openings
for such staples two guide rings or staples, se-
cured to the plate O, and the len gth and move-
ment of the guide-rods in such case are so ad-

justed as to release the staples @ ¢, and yet not
be withdrawn from their guide rings or staples.

The locking-rods If, it will be observed, are,
by reason of their formatlon and conuectlom
at their inner ends, capable of being turned
over or off from the central staple, b, “when in
alignment therewith, the eyes g ¢« and staple E
operating as a hin D*e o

IFrom the constmctmn of parts described it
will be seen that to close the pouch the flap B
is turned over into the position shown at Fig.
1, the staples a b ¢ passing through their re-

spectwe slots and the locking-rods being in-
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the position shown at Fig. 2. When the flap | G at the inner ends adapted to overlie a sta-
- 1s 1n position the rods F are pushed outwardly

through the staples « ¢ and turned upon their
eyes ¢, so that their inner or hasp ends will
pass over the central staple, 0, the hasps lying
one upon the other. A lock, H, istheu passed
through the central staple, b, and the mouth of
the pouch is thus securely closed.

In order that a proper destination-tag may

be applied to the bag, I provide a metal case, |

1, or flat box, which is secured to one of the
rods I¥ by ring-eyes I, so that it may be turned
outward in the same manner as the locking-
rods, and I form the inner end of the case I
with a staple-slot, ¢, so that it may be passed
over the central staple, b, after the rods F are
in position. This case I is preferably made of
sheet metal, and the edges are turned up and
over at the two sides and front end, thus form-
Ing a flange to receive a paper-tag- address,
which 1s slid into position from the rear before
the case is turned over the staple ¢, and after
1t 1s so turned it is obvious that the staple ¢
serves as a stop or check to the accidental

withdrawal of such tag-address.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In combination with the flap B of a mail-
pouch, the plate C, secured thereto by rivets
and provided with longitudinally - movable
locking-rods I, adapted to enter staples a ¢ at

combination with the

ple, b, substantially as and for the
forth.

2. The plate C, having its upper edge and
ends turned up at right angles and the end por-
tions perforated to serve as a protection and
guide for the locking-bars; substantially as set
forth. | |

3. The locking-bars ¥, having their inner
ends formed with the hasps G- and eyes ¢ ¢, in
plate C and elongated
staple B, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. | | -

4, The locking device adapted to be secured
to the lap B of a mail-pouch, consisting of the

purpose set

| plate C, formed as described, the locking-rods

the outer ends, and formed with links or hasps |

F, provided at their inner ends with hasp por-
tions G G and eyes g ¢, and the elongated sta-
ple K, all combined and arranged to operate in
the manner specified. @ -

9. In combination with the rod F, the tag
case or holder I, having a staple-slot, 4, at its
inner end and secured to rod I, so as to be capa-
ble of necessary longitudinal adjustment and
outward rotary movement, by hooks or ring-
joints h, and adapted on its front surface to re-
cetve and hold a sliding tag, substantially as
hereinbefore set forth. |
RANDAL H. HEWITT.
Witnesses: '

G. WILEY WELLS, -
BRADNER W. LEE.
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