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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROoBERT L. SHUTE, of
Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton, and in
the State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Vehicle-Tops;

and I do hereby declare that the following is

4 full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, making a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in the construction of folding tops for
vehicles; and 1t has for its objects to provide
a Talse or supplemental front bow for such ve-
hicle-tops that can be oscillated or vibrated so
as to be thrown back out of the way to enable
a person to conveniently and expeditiously en-
ter the vehicle, and which will obviate the un-
sightly appearance which would result from
the omission of a front bow. These objects 1
attain by the mechanism and apparatus illus-
trated in the accowmpanying drawings, in
which—

Figure lis asideelevation of a buggy, show-
Ing my improvement, and Figs, 2 and 3 de-
tached detailed views of my improvement.

The letter A indicates the body of the ve-
hicle, which may be of the ordinary or any ap-
proved construction, and B the ordinary bows,
pivoted to said body at C in the usnal manner.

The letter D indicates the front bow, which
1s pivoted to the common bearing of the other
bows.
vided with a longitudinal slot or recess, E, in
which is located abar, I, provided with ahand-
knob, G, by which it may be reciproéated ver-
tically. The upper end of said bar is encir-

~ cled by a spiral spring, H, which bears against
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an abutment, I, in the slot or recess at its lower
end, and agaiost a collar or shoulder, K, on
the bar, at or near the upper end of said bar,
which spring serves to hold and return said
bar to & normal position, the upper extremity
of the bar forming a bolt, I¥/, which isadapted
to engage a rubber-lined socket, L, 1n the up-

per part of said false or supplementary bow, |

the said bow being divided at M, as indicated
1n the drawings, so that the lower parts may

be thrown back independently of the upper

part, as more tully hereinafter described.
Theletter Nindicates a binding-screw, which

The said front bow, at ecach side, is pro-

|

passes through the walls of the socket, by |

' méans of which the bolt-headed end of the bar

may be rigidly secured in the socket, when de-
sired, to hold the front false or auxiliary bow
in place when it 1s not required to frequently
throw such bow back—as, for 1nstance, when
the vehicle is required for a long or continuous
journey.

The letter O indicates a connection extend
ing from one of the rear bows, where it is piv-
oted, at P, to the forward false or supplement-

ary bow, the said connection being formed of

two parallel bars having corrugated bearings,
of rubber or other elastie material, at their rear
ends, adapted to graspand hold the bolt I'¥ and
bar I’ temporarily when thrown back.

Theoperation of my invention will be readily
understood from the above description, and is
as follows: The parts being in a normal posi-
tion, as indicated in Ifig. 1, to throw the false
or front bow back it is simply necessary to
withdraw the bolt from its socket by bearing
upon the knob and press said bow backward
until the bolt at the end of the bar is caught
and engaged by the corrugated bearing be-
tween the two parts of the connections before
mentioned.

The joints at the detachable parts of the
bow may be beveied to limit their movement
in an outward direetion.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I clalm, and desire to secure by Tetters
Patent, 15—

1. A vehicle-top provided with afront bow,
the side pieces of which are detachably con-
nected to the upper part, and adapted to oscil-
late or vibrate independently of said upper
part, when detached,substantially as specitied.

2. Thecombination, with the detachable side
pieces of the front bow, of the sliding bars pro-
vided with bolts at their upper ends adapted to
engage sockets in the upper part of the bow,
and the connection provided with corrugated
elastic bearings to hold the bolts when the side
pieces of the bow are thrown back, substan-
tially as specified.
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In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

have hereunto set my hand this 1st day of De-

cember, 1580, |
ROBERT L. SHUTE.
Witnesses:
H. AUBREY TOULMIN,
J. J. MCCARTHY.
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