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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, GEORGE S. DEAN, of
Independence, in the county of Buchanan and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Wire-Fence T ohten-
ers; and 1 do hereby declare that the follow-
ing 18 a full, clear, and exact description there-
of, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which fm m part of this speci-
fication, in which—

Flgure] 18 a perspective view of my device
in operation; and Fig. 2 1s a similar view of
the under side of the holder B. |

The object of my invention is to provide an
economical, effective, and rapid method of
tightening fence or other wires; and to this
end 1t consists 1n the combination of devices
hereinafter to be more fully set forth, and
specifically claimed.

~To enable others skilled in the art to avail

themselves of the benefits of my invention, I
will now proceed to describe its construection
and operation.

A represents a lever,to whleh 18 secured the
links a @, and to these links are attached the
hooks b 0. |

B represents a wire-holder which is pivoted
to the lever A. 'This holder consists of a
metal plate provided with the back piece, ¢, on
its upper side, and at the end nearest the post
1618 bifurcated, one horn thereof being hooked
and the other extending back under the plate
to the opposite end, and is confined by the
same pivot that secures the lever to the plate.

d represents a clamp pivoted to the plate B,

1ts end being curved and serrated, as seen in

the drawings, in order that the wire may be
firmly held between 1t and the back piece, ¢
e represents a chain, which is passed around

the fence-post D. One end of this chain is
confined between the extended arm of theplate
and the plate itself, as seen in the detail fig-
ure, while the hook on the plate serves to ad-
mit the opposite end being secured by any link
desired and there retained.

B’ represents another holder, similarly con-
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strucled to the one just described, with the
exception that it is not provided with either
hook or extension. Itsfront part, however,is
furnished with a suitable hole for tbhe attach-
ment of the chain ¢.

In operation I attach the holder B to a fence-
post by means of the chain e, and clamp the
holder B’ firmly to the wire to be tightened.
By now hooking one of the hooks b in the
chain g and dra,wmg back the lever A the

wire is tightened up, and the other hook b, is

at the same time thrown forward for eugflge
ment with the chain, and this movement is re-

peated until the hooks reach the plate B/. If

at this point the wire is not tight enough, its
end may be clamped in the holder B, and so
held while the plate B! is slipped bam,k and
reclamped, when the operation 1s repeated till
the requlred tension 1s obtained, and the wire
secured to the fence-posts.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combmatlon in a fence-wire- tighten-
ing device, of the holder B, its clamp d, chain

¢, and lever A, Substantially as and for the
purpose described. |

-2, The combination of lever A, having at-
tached thereto the links « a, the ho]der B, pro-
vided with a pivoted clamp and a shoulder c,

e
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the chain g, and hooks b b, subbtantlally as .

and for the purpose set torth

3. The combination of lever A, holder B,
chain ¢, links @ @, and hooks b b 'with chain
¢, and holder B/, all the parts constructed and
arranged to operate substantially as deseribed.

8o

4. The holder B, constructed with the hook,

the loop, or extended arm, the clamp and the
shoulder, substantially as ‘md for bhe purposes
described.

In testlmonjth%t I claim the foregoing as

myown I affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses.

| GEORGLE S. DEAN,
Witnesses: .

J. B, JONES,
D. C. BACOKUS.
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