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To all whom 1t may concern:

ankle-bone. The ribs or supports are bent or

Be it known that I, HORACE COCHRAN, a | curved to adapt them to the shape of the foot.

citizen of the United States, residing at As-
bury Park, in the county of Monmouth and

g Stateof NewdJersey,haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shoes; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which 1t

10 appertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and

to letters or figures of reference marked there-
oun, which form a part of this specification.
This 1nvention relates to improvements in

15 bathing-shoes; and it consists in two or more

braces resting on and connected to the sole at

or near the point of the heel, and having their

upper ends carried forward and extended up--
ward, so that they will be just in rear of the |

2o ankle-bones; and 1t consists, further, in other
improvements, all of which will be hereinafter
fully set forth. |

In the drawings, I'igure 11s a side elevation,
and Fig. 2 a rear elevation, of a lacing-shoe

25 having my 1mprovements attached thereto.

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of a shoe having a |

bellows or extensible tongue, and Ifig. 4 is a

rear elevation of the same. |

Ribs or supports for bathing-shoes hereto-

30 fore in use were placed at the heel and ex-

tended vertically upward, or they were placed

on opposite sides of the shoe and were ex-

tended verticallyupward alongside of the coun-

ter to a point midway between the rear seam

35 and the eyelets in front, and so that when the

shoe is on the foot they will be about oppo-
site to or just in rear of the ankle-bone.

In my device it will be seen that the ribs or

supports have their lower ends placed near

40 together at the heel, while their upper ends

are made to diverge, and are carried forward

along the sides of the shoe to a point where

they will be opposite to or just in rear of the |

a represents a shoe, and b b the ribs or sup-
ports. The ribs have their lower ends resting
on the sole of the shoe. They may, if desired,
be made fast to it; bnt I prefer to have them
rest on the sole. They are incased in sheaths
or pockets b/, so that they can be easily re
moved, if desired.

A shoe provided with my improved braces

will adapt itself to the flexions of the ankle-
joint, and will not get broken and drawn out

of shape, like those of ordinary construction,

The shoe can .belaced neatly and snugly, so
that sand, gravel, or other substances will be
prevented from getting into it while the wearer
i1s bathing, and at the same time no inconven-
ience norannoyance will be given by the braces.

The upper endsof the braces may be carried
forward far enough to be in front of the ankle-
bone when the shoe 1s on the foot; butit 1s not
necessary to carry them thus.

When applied on bathing-shoes, and the lat-
ter are not in use, the braces will lie flat with
the connters on the sole, so that the shoes may
be packed into small ecompass and be carried
in the pocket.

Having thusdescribed myinvention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

A shoe provided with ribs or braces having
their lower ends resting on or fixed to the sole
in rear of the heel, and their upper ends ex-
tended forward alongside the counters to a
point midway between the rear seam and the
lacing-eyelets, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses, on this 26th day
of October, 1881, |

HORACE COCHRAN.

Witnesses: | |

ROBERT T. GRAVATT,
C. M, NORRIS.
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