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To all whom it may concern : ]

Be it known that I, SAMUEL W. MARTIN, of
Springfield, in the county of Clarke, and State
of Ohio, have invented certain Improvements
in Gate-Latches, of which the following is a
Specification.

The object of this invention is to provide a
lateh, or latch-operating device particularly
adapted for use upon metal gates, which shall
be exceedingly simple and durable.

To this end it consistsin the combination of
a forked frame provided with inside journals
castthereon, and a hand-piece which is applied
and secured io the arms of the frame, after
the latter is applied to the gate, to serve the
several purposes of a hand-piece and as a
means of securing the frame in position,

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 represents a side elevation of my de-
vice applied toa gate; Fig. 2, a horizontal sec-
tion of the same on the line  z, looking up-
ward ; Fig. 3, a perspective view, showing the
device detached and disconunected.

In the drawings, A represents the frame of |
the gate, which may be of any ordinary or suit-
able construction ; and B represents the usual
latch-spring, arranged in an upright position
on the front of the gate to engage with a cateh
or detent. -

My device isintended as aconvenient means
of drawing the latch-spring backward to re- |
lease the gate. N |

The device consists, as shown, of a U-shaped
frame or stirrup, C, provided on its inner sides,
near 1ts middle, with two trunnions,a,and of the
hand-piece D, provided on the inside with a
socket or stirrup to receive the arms of the
part C. |

The device is applied by drilling two holes
or sockets in opposite sides of the fence-post
or gate-frame, applying the frame C astride of
the spring and the post, as shown, and seating |
thetwo trunnions in the holes in the post or
gate-frame, asshown in Fig. 2, and subsequent- |
ly applying the hand-piece over and around
the two ends or arms of the frame, and bending |
the ends of the latter outward, as shown in
Fig.2,toprevent the hand.-piece from escaping.

It will be seen that the trunnions support
the deviece in position upon the post, serving
as pivots upon which the deviee ean rock when
the hand-piece is depressed, and that the hand-
piece holding the two ends of the frame serves
to keep the trunnions in position in the frame.
When the hand-piece is depressed the forward
end of the frame is thrown inward and caused
to operate the latch-spring.

The device may be varied in form if desired,
provided theessential featuresabove described
and the mode of aetion set forth are retained.
In some cases it may be desirable to have the
trunnions applied to or cast upon the gate, and
the latch-frame provided with bearing-sockets
to receive the same; bat for ordinary purposes

| the construction represented in the drawings

18 preferred.

My invention includes the device provided
with bearings, whether in the form of trun-
nions or of holes to receive trunnions.

The device is preferably of malleable iron or
other suitable material which will permit it to
be sprung into place around the gate.

The frame or stirrup C and the hand-piece
D jointly form a device which may be sold in
the market as an article of manuafacture, and
applied by the ordinary mechanic to existing
gates. | -

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— H |

1. As a new article of manufacture, a latch-
operating device consisting of a forked frame
provided with central bearings, and a hand-
plece adapted for application thereto, substan-
tially as described and shown.

2. Thecombination of the gate provided with
sockets, the lateh-spring, the forked or U-
shaped latch-frame provided with inside trun-
niouns, and the hand-piece applied to and secur-
ing the ends of the frame, substantially as
shown.

SAMUEL W, MARTIN,

Witnesses: |
GOMER E. HIGHLEY,
C. C. KIRKPATRICK.
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