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To all whom it may concern :

inner strips, B, toprevent theirspringing back

Be it known that I, HENRY C. BARKER, of | when compressed at a point intermediate be- 55

Sedalia, in the county of Pettis and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvementsin Contonr-Measuring Tools;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-
fication,

My invention relates to an improvement in
contour-measuring tools employed for obtain-
ing the outline or periphery of any figure; and
it consists in the strips B, having shoulders b
provided thereon,rigid strips C, beveled at ¢/
in the frame A, for retaining the strips uni-

formly in position, thumb-screw E, in connec- |

tion with the rigid strips C, having a scale of
degrees, D, and measurement-scale H, and in
the peculiar structure and arrangement of its
parts, as hereinafter more fully specified.

In the drawings, Ifigure 1 'is a side eleva-
tion, slightly in perspective, the dotted lines
showing adjustment of the parts. Fig. 2isan
end view, showing the scale of degrees. Tig.
J 18 a side elevation, showing how the strips
nfiay be adjusted to a specific contour or pro-
file. ~
A represents the frame of my device, pro-
vided with apertures for reception of the screws
a’, which retain in position the adjustable side
plate, &, and through plate « projects thumb-
screw H, for compressing and holding rigidly
in position the contour-strips B. These strips
are constructed of steel or other suitable metal,
and are provided at their ends with shoulders
b, to prevent their accidental removal from the
frame A. Theshoulders b, in connection with
the frame, are a sufficient safeguard against
their loss or removal, and prevent the annoy-
ance and delay which in practice are caused by
the loss of the strips B, the latter being made
of very thin metal, in order the more accu-
rately to accomplish the intended purpose.
The rigid strips C are made much thicker than
the intermediate or inner strips, B, for the
purpose of holding the latter rigidly in posi-
tion when compressed solidly together by the
thumb-screw If. By this construction of these
rigid sfrips I avoid the necessity of employ-
ing two thumb-screws near either end of the

i e

tween the ends of the strips. These rigid
strips are beveled at their ends C’ to a point
and thinness conformable to the inner or in-
termediate strips, B. *

In employing the contour-measuring tool 6o

| solely to obtain accurate measurement of an-

gles, one of the strips C is elevated until the
desired angle is indicated upon the scale of
degrees on said strip, and then, by depressing
the other strip C until its shoulder b touches 65
the frame A and arranging the intermediate

strips, B, to conform to the same angle-line be-
| tween the ends of these strips, the measure-

ment is.accomplished.

In obtaining the contour of any object it is 7o
only necessary to place either end of the de-
vice against the same, and to press with the
finger the strips B at the other end into its
concavities or against its convexities, and then
to tighten the strips in position by means of 7«
the thumb-screw IL.

I am aware that strips of metal secured be-
tween plates by nuts and screws, the plates
binding the lateral edges of the strips, have
been employed for obtaining contour-measure- 8o
ment; but the construction of the strips, the
frame for holding theém, the method of secur-
ing them uniformly and rigidly in position
with a single thumb-serew, taking the degrees
of measurement, and adjusting the parts to 8g
obtaln a measurement as embodied in my de-
vice, are deemed a valuable improvement in
the art.

I claim—

1. Inacontour-measuring tool, the combina- g¢
tion of strips B, having shoulders b, rigid
strips U, thumb-screw E, and frame A, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

2. A contour-measuring tool having thin
metallic strips B, adjustable in a rigid frame gz
by means of a single thumb-screw, E, in con- |
nection with rigid strips C and scale of de-
grees D, substantially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signatare in 100
presence of two witnesses. |

HENRY C. BARKER.,

Witnesses:
WM. HELMICK,
T, T, CLIFFORD,
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