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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM READ, Jr., of
Boston, in the count;y of Suffolk and Statt, of
W[asmchusetts, haveinvented certain Improve-

5 ments In Transparencies, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention has for its object to provide,
at small expense, a durable and ornamental
transparency for the decoration of windows,

10 and tor other decorative purposes, which shall
not be greasy on its surfaces, like oiled p::l-pt'l‘,
nor brittle, like glass or porcelain.

To this end the invention consists, first, of
a transparency formed of two absorbent sheets

15 of paper or other absorbent material and an
Intermediate layer or film of material which
permeates the sheets and renders them sufii-
clently transparent and forms thin filns upon
thelr outer surfaces, which films harden by con-

2o tact with the air, and are clear and dry, and ex-
clude air tfrom the intermediate portions of the
sheets and keep the said permeating material
in a moist condition, so that the article does
not become opaque and brittle.

It further consists in a transpareney having
a peculiarly-constructed and applied marginal
metal frame or mat, all which I will now pro-
ceed to describe,

Of the accompanying dmwmgs, Figure 1
30 represents a front view of a transparency em-
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 represents an
enlarged section on line # , Iig. 1. Figs. 3
and 4 represent views of parts in detail. Fig.
D represents a section on line y y, Fig. 3.

The same letters of reference indicate the
same parts in all the figures.

In carrying out my iuvention, I take two lay-
ers, a a, preferably of paper or other sunitable
absorbent material eapable of absorbing the
40 coating hereinafter described—snch, for in-

Stance, as tt‘XtIlE‘ fabrics——one or hoth of said
layers being, if desired, saitably decorated by
Iithography or otherwise. I then apply to the
inner surtace of one or both of the layers a

45 coating, b, of a compound or substance adapt-
ed to permeate the layers and render them
practically transparent. 1 have found that a
material composed chiefly of balsam fir and
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| as shown 1n Figs. 1, 3, and 4.

i

turpentine, made into a mixture of about the
consistency of varnish, will effect the above-
named resalts. The coatm g being applied, the
layers are pressed together, so as to form prac-
tically one sheet. The portlon of the permeat-
ing material which reaches the outer surfaces
of the sheets becomes hardened by exposure
to air and forms thin air-proof protecting:films,
which hermetically seal the intermediate ma-
terial and prevents it both from escaping and
evaporating, and also from becoming opaque
and brittle, thus insuring the durability of the
sheet. The hardened outer films are neither
greasy nor sticky, and do not soil nor adhere
to anything with which the article may be
brought in contact. I prefer to provide the
sheet thas formed with a frame or mat by fold-
Ing a strip of sheet metal, ¢, over each edge
thereof aud interlocking the ends of the strips,
This arraunge-
ment of the ends illelBS the contact of one of
the folds of each strip at the interlocked end 7o
with the adhesive surface of the sheet, (the
strips being applied before the permedmw Ina-
terial has dried,) and the strips are therefore
more firmly secared at their corners than they
would be if they were not so interlocked. I
also provide the sheet with a loop, I, composed
of a strip of tape or ribbon, the ends of which
are clamped by one of the strips ¢ against the
adhesive surface of the sheet, and are firmly
secared by the combined action of the clamp-
1ing-strip and the adhesive coating.

I propouse to make and sell the sheets pre-
pared as above described, and with or without
the frame, as an article of trade for nse of print-
ers and others.

1 claim as my invention—

1. A transparency composed of two sheets
of paper or other absorbent material, and an
Interposed layer of balsam fir and turpentine,
or other absorbable or transparent compound go
of like nature, which permeates the sheets of
paper and renders them sufficiently transpar-
ent, and torms films npon their outer surfaces,
vhlch harden by contact with air, and exclude
alr from the intermediate pOI‘tIOIlb of the sheets gy
and keep the permeating material in a moist
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condition, thereby preventing the article from
becoming opaque and brittle, substantially as
described.

2. A transparency composed of superposed
layers of paper or equivalent material, having
a metaliic marginal {rame or mat composed of
strips of sheet metal folded over the edges of
the transparency and interlocked at the cor-
ners thereof, as set forth., |

3. A transpareney composed of superposed
layers of paper or equivalent material, having
a metallic frame made as described and a loop

250,576

| inserted at its ends, between one of the sides

of the frame and the surface of the transpar-

ency, as set forth. I5
In testimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification, in the presence of two sub-

seribing witnesses, this 21st day of May, A. D.

1881.

WILLIAM READ, JR.

Withesses:
C. F. BROWN,
DANIEL MORRISON.
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