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To all whom it may concern : -

Beit known that I, ERNST PHIL1PP HINKEL,
a citizen of Germany, residing in Offenbach-
on-the-Main, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Book-Clasps, of which the
following is a specification. "

My invention relates to improvements in
locks for photograph-albums and similar books
where the thickness of the volume varies with
the number of pictures inserted; and the ob-
Jectof my invention is to provide a lock which
can bereadily adjusted for varying thicknesses
of the book. 1 attain this object by the de-
vices illustrated in the annexed drawings, in
which— : |

Figure 1 is a front edge view of a book with
my adjustable lock. Fig. 2 is a cross-section
of the same on the line A B of Fig. 1, Fig. 3
1s a section through the lock on the line C D
of Fig. 2. - |

The hasp consists of two principal parts—
namely, first, the cross-piece ¢, turning in
bearings f f on the part %, tixed to one of the
flaps, I, of the cover of the book, this cross-
plece being provided with guide-tubes a a’, or
with other snitable guides; second, the trifur-
cated piece b V' 1% the outer prongs, b I/, of
which, as shown in the drawings, are solid and
are inserted into the guide-tubes a a’, while
the third or middle prong, 12, is hollow and is
provided with a female screw-thread. This
iniddle prong, %, passes into a tube, ¢, which
is pivoted to the cross-piece ¢, and which has
soldered to it, or otherwise rigidly attached, a
central threaded shank, d, which worksin the
thread of the prong 0% By turning the tube
¢ around its axis the trifurcated part b o b2 is
raised or lowered, being guided on the other

| part by the tubes @ a’, and thus the length of
the hasp is made adjustable.

For locking the book the hasp passes over
two lock-pins, e ¢/, on the part 4, fastened to
the flap m of the cover, as shown in Figs. 1
and 3 of the drawings. |

The peculiarity of my invention consists in
connecting the central tube with the cross-
piece that is journaled to the book-cover by a
pivotal or universal-joint connection in such a
manner that its connection with the cross-piece
18 not disturbed or disconnected when said tube
1srotated foroperating upon the central prong
that connects with it by a screw-connection, so
as to contract or expand the distance between
thecovers as the size is increased or diminished
by introducing or withdrawing leaves or other
matter.

I am aware that prior to my invention book-
' hasps have been made self-adjusting by having

the two parts of the hasp connected by a spring
or by springs. I therefore donotclaim adjust-
able hasps, broadly; but
What I do claim as my invention is—
The improved book-clasp consisting of the
cross-piece having journalsforconnecting with
the coverof a book, the tubular guides @ a/, and
the pivoted intermediate rotating tube, ¢, hav-
Ing central screw-shank, d, the hasp having

prongs b 0’ and the intermediate prong, 07,
| having a screw-socket for engaging with the
screw-shank within the tube ¢, all substan-
| tially as and for the purpose specified.

ERNST PHILIPP HINKEL.
Witnesses :
L.OUIS BASSE,
L. MASCHMANN.
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