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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ROBERT FINLEY ADAMS,
a citizen of the United States, residin gat Chari-
ton, in the county of Lucas and State of Towa,
have invented an Improved Knockdown Cask
or Barrel; and I hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is. a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention. ,

Heretofore it has been the custom of ship-
pers of goods packed in barrels and casks to

- seldom, if ever, reship the package for use the
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second time, on account of the space occupied
I car or wagon, it being too great to admit
of transportation with any profit to the ship-
per—Iu fact, in many cases, it being less ex-
pense to buy the casks new than to pay freight
oun the old packages. - - |

My inventionr proposes to furnish to the pub-

lic a form of cask or barrel which can be sepa-

rated into parts for shipmen t, so that the pack-
age will occupy no more space than the mate-
rial from which it is formed would occupy.
To carry my invention into effect, the cask
Is formed in the old method, and the hoop or
hoops on each end are made stationary to the

cask, and may be divided into two or more

arcs. These arcs may be pug together by work-
men, whether skilled or not, by driving the

- hoops not madestationary, as in the old method
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of forming such casks or barrels.

Figure 1 represents one-half or.an equal di-
vision of a keg, barrel, cask, or other circnlar
body composed of staves. A represents a hoop,
of leather, wood, or irou, divided in equal parts,
and fastened or riveted permaneutly by tacks,
nails, screws, or other means to the staves of
sald half-barrel, as shown in Fig. 1. Bis a
hoop which is an exact duplicate of A.

Fig. 2 represents the other half or division
of the keg, barrel, or cask. TFor convenience,
the hoop is supposed to be divided into two
equal parts, as shown by Figs. 1 and 2, these
two halves, when joined together, composing a
barrel, cask, keg, or other circular body for
holding liquids or dry stuffs. .

Iig. 3 represents a barrel set ap, or a com-
binatiou of two equal sections of a barrel, keg,
cask, &c., as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. A and
B are the permanent haltf-hoops of one section,
the other half being an exact duplicate. Im-
mediately above A in Fig. 3isan entire hoop,

a barrel-body, as in IMig, 3.

tween the hoops A and B, and underneath the
hoop B, are two other entire hoops, C C, for
the purpose of completing and holding in po-

sition the united sections and forming a com-

| O, of wood or iron, movable at pleasure. Be-
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plete barrel, as represented by Ifig. 3. The -

namber of these movable hoops or bands can
be increased sufficiently to make the barrel
strong enough for all practical purposes, said
hoops being put on by the ordinary methods,
and the barrel or cask being completed in
every respect by the old method after the sec-
tions are united together. o |
Lhe barrel may, for convenience, be divided
Into as many sections as may be desirable or

6o

necessary for reshipping and handling, the

{ main objects being to facilitate the work of

pufting it together and decreasing its bulk in !

shipping. - -

In setting up the bodythe sections,as.shown
in Ifigs. 1 and 2, are placed upright,
Then a movable
hoop 1s dropped or driven on from the top to
near the center of the barrel, leaving the top
of the staves sufficiently loose to receive the
head, which is placed in its position by the or-
dinary method, and another or additional hoops

are driveuon over the head, making it perfect y

tight. Then the barrel is turned the bottom

end up, and the same process is followed in

putting in the other head or bottom, the hoops
being tightened at pleasure, as iu ordinayy

“barrels.

The work of “knocking down? is exceed-
ingly simple, consisting.in taking off the mova-

forming
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ble hoops above and Lelow the permanent di-

vided bands, when the sections are ready for
handling in any convenient shape. |
Having fully described my invention, what
L desire to claim,and secure by Letters Patent,
18— . |
A knockdown eask or barrel body consist-
Ing of two or more arcs composed of staves

secured. together by portionsof hoops,the said

arcs being held together by additional com-
plete hoops. a

ROBERT FINLEY ADAMS.

Witnesses:
CHAS. H. DAvIg,
PETER L. ADAMS.
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