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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that we, JoHN L. EVERETT, of
London, Madison county, Ohio, and Levr C.
QUINBY, of Monticello, Jones county, Iowa,

| 5 citizens of the United States of America, have
b invented certain new and nseful Improvements
Shirt-Bosom-Ironing Boards; and wedo hereby
L declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
10 enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompam‘ing drawings,
and to letfers or figures of reference marked
thereon, which form & part of this specifica-
15 tion.
Our invention relates to certain improve-
ments in boards for stretching and holding
- shirt-bosoms to facilitate the operation of iron-
ing the bosom.
20 The construction of a board embodying our
improvements will first be described, and the
“invention will then be designated in the claims.
In the drawings hereto annexed, Ifigure 1 is
a view of our improved bosom-board, showing
2c the manner of applying the frame. Fig, 2 18
| a plan view of the board separate from the
| frame. Fig. 3 is a section view of the end of
the frame adapted for the neck of the shirt.
| , - Fig. 4 1s a cross-section of the same end of the
3o frame. TIig.5 is a cross-section of the skirt-
block at the, end opposite the neck end. -
The letter A designates the bosom-board
proper, a peuuhanty in which consists of the
Slight.ly oval or bulging shape of the two long
35 edges, b, of the board. It will be seen by the
straight broken linese¢, which aredrawn length-
wise from the opposite corners of the board,
that midway between the ends the edges of
the board bulge or spread out to the greatest
-' 40 extent. I'he object of this bulging of the two
edges 1s that when the frame {which has its
| long sides d made thin, soas to yield or spring)
| 1s forced down around the board there will be
a draw on the shirt-bosom across befween the
45 bulging edges, and the long sides d of the
frame, by pressing against the bulging edges
of the board, will securely hold the shirt-bosom
~1nastretched conditionon thesetwosides. The
board is covered with muslin, or padded in any
go sultable manner.

The frame consists of two long yielding side
strips, d, a neck cross-bar, I, and a skirt-block,
L. The neck cross-bar has a straight cavity, f,
(see Figs. 3 and 4,) which contains a spring, ¢,
coiled atits central part several times, and the
coiled part ¢’ occupies a round cavity, 2, which
holds the spring to one position. Irom the
coiled part the two ends extend in opposite
directions, and each end bears on a movable
or yielding bar or block, ¢, each end of which
slides In a groove, &k, on the inner side of the
two long strips d. A hole, I/, 1s made through
the neck cross-bar, which intersects the coil of
the spring, and by this hole the board may be
hang up.  The skirt-block has a groove on its
inner edge extending its whole length, which
isfilled or inlaid with astrip of rubber,n. (Seen
1n eross-section in Ifig, 9.)

The board is operated or used in the follow-

“ing-described mauner: The frame which binds
thestreteched bosomtothe boardisremoved, the

board A 1s placed inside the shirt, between the
bosom and the back, the neckband of the shirt
being allowed to project over the end of the
board. Theframeisnow placed over the board
with the yielding bar or block ¢ bearing on the

collar-band, and that end is first pressed down
‘around the board. The opposite end of the

board having the inlaid strip of rubberis then
pressed down,care first being taken to smooth
the shirt-bosom. When the rubber comes in
contact with the shirt-front below the bosom
1t serves to draw aund streteh the bosom. The
entire frame is now pressed below the surface

of the board.
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It will be seen that by means of the yielding .

bar or block ¢ at the neckband end, the rub-
ber strip at the opposite end, the two bulging
edges of the board, and the yielding side strips

of the frame, the shirt-bosom is stretched and

smoothed 1n all directions. |

The device 1s extremely simple, easily oper-
ated, and very effectual for the puarpose for
which 1t 1s designed.

Having described our invention, we claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—~—

- 1. In a shirt-bosom-ironing board, the combi-
nation of a board having its two longitudinal

edges bulging midway of their length, and a 106
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surrounding framehavingitslongitudinalsides | made of yielding material, substantially as

‘made of yielding material, substantially as | shown and described.

shown and described. | ~ In testimony whereof we affix our si gnatures
2. In a shirt-bosom-ironing board, the com- | in presence of two witnesses.
5 binationof a board having its two longituadinal | JOHN L. EVERETT

edges bulging midway of their length, and a

frame to surround the board, having at one

end a yielding neck-block and at the other Witnesses:

end a skirt-block provided with rubber extend- CHoas. J. BAYER,
10 Ing its whole length, and its longitudinal sides - D. W, BARTLETT.

LEVI C. QUINBY.
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