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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN TaHOMAS, of Cedar
Rapids, in the count& of Linn and State of
Towa, have invented a new Improvement in
Trace-Carrier s; and I do hereby declarethefol-
lowing, when taken in conneetion with the ac-
companying drawings and the letters of refer-
ence marked thbreon, to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, and 'which said
drawings constitute part of this specification,
and represeut 1n-—

Figure 1,atopview; kg, _.:,an end view 100k-
ing from the rear; fig. 3, a section on line & &
through the hookb

This invention relates to an 1mprovement in
the article of saddlery hardware known to the
trade as ¢ trace-carriers ”—that 18 to say, a de-
vice to be attached to the harness at the in-
tersection of the back and Bip straps, to which
the cockeye of the trace may be hooked when
detached from the whiffletree, the object be-
ing, principally, to arrange the hooks in rear of
the hip-straps, whereby the usunal bridge over

tached, 1s ::Wmded and it consists in the con-
stru(,.tlon as heremmf’ter described, and particu-
larly reclted in the claims.

The frame is in the form of a par al]elocrmm
the forward end or loop, A, to receive the baek
strap; the two sides b B near the forward
end, to receive the hip- stmps, the rear end or
1001), C, for the crupper-strap. At each side
and at the Tear a diagonal projection is made
from the frame of the two sides D D, con-
nected at their outer ends by a bar, I. These,
parts are all in the same plane, and the diago-
nal frame sufficiently far to the rear of the for-
ward end, A, to permit the hip-straps to be at-
tached to the sides B forward of the diagonal
parts D.

Upon each of the cross-bars or ends L of the
diagonal partsof the framea hook, F,isformed,
turnmg upward, inward, and downward as
seen 1n Ifigs. 2 'md 53 These hooks K are fit-
ted for engaging the cockeyes. Their points
extend downward nearly to the plane of the
bottom of the frame. Upon the inside of the |
frame, and at the point where the diagonal

sides D interseet with the sides B, a connee- |

tion is made across the frame turnm o inward
and upward, appearing like a semicircular in-
ner end of the diagonal parts of the frame, the |

said semicircular ends joined where they meet

above the plane of the frame and so as to form
a guard for the hooks. This completes the

holder. 1tisarranged upon a leather ‘“chafe,”
the straps attached in the usual manner.

The ends of the hooks stand nearly down to
the ehafe; but in attaching the cockeyes the
chafe will yield or the plate rise slightly there-
from, 8o as to permit the cockeyes to enter be-
tween the chafe and the end of the hook, and
then the chafe itself prevents accidental de-
tachment. The guard formed by the intersec-
tion of the semicircular parts,as at G, prevents
the reins from catching beneath the hooks or
the hooks interfering with the reins.

1 do not broadly claim a trace-carrier con-
structed for attachment to the harness at the
junction of the back and hip straps; neither
do T broadly ¢laim a frame constructed for at-
tachment to the back and hip straps provided
with hooks to engage the cockeyes of the
traces; ne‘ther do I c¢laim such a trace-carrier
pmvlded with a guard to prevent the reins

from engaging the hooks, as such I am aware

13 not new but

What I do claim 18—

1. The herein-described trace-carrier, con-
sisting of the frame in the form of a parallelo
oram composed of the end loops, A U, and two
sides, B B, with the diagonal parts D inter-
secting said sides B at their rear parts, each
of said diagonal parts constructed with a hook
on its outer portion turning upward, inward,
ancd downward 1o a vertical plane pamllel w1th
the said diagonal parts, substantially as de-
scribed.

2, The herein-deseribed irace-carrier, con-
sisting of the frame in the form of a parallelo-

oram composed of the ends A C and two sides,

B B, with the diagonal parts D intersecting
said sides B at the rear part of said sides, each
of said diagonal parts constructed with a hook
on its oater end turning ‘upward, inward, and
downward in g vertical plane p’trallel w1th the

said diagonal parts, with the guard G extend-
ing from the sides of the frame inward and-up-
wa,rd between the hooks, substantially as de-

sceribed.
JOHN THOMAS.

Witnesses:
FRANK A. THOMAS,

G. S. PugH.
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