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To all whom vt may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES SAMPLE, Jr., of
Brooklyn, county of Kings, State of New York,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Shirts, of which the following 1s
a specification,

This improvement in shirts consists 10 mak-
ing the bosom loose from the body except at its
upper end, where it is sewed to the neckband
and yoke, or to the neckband only, and hold-

ing it againstthe body at 1ts lower end by con-

necting the re-enforce pieces together at their
lower ends and leaving such connection iree,
thereby forming a loop, under which the lower
end of the bosom is placed, or by securing a
loop to the body at this part of the shirt when
the re-enforce pieces are not used. By this ar-
rangement the bosom of the shirt is self-ad-

justing and will fit, without creasing, different-

20 gsized persons, as its lower end is free to move
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up and down independent of the body of the
shirt, and it will retain its shape whatever po-
sitions the wearer may assume, the loop at the
lower end of the bosom preventing it from leav-
ing the body during such movements. To fur-
ther hold the bosom to the body I propose in
some cases to secure to the under side of the
bosom a longitudinal strap, attached thereto
at the top, bottom, and central parts only, and
to the body I attach two loops adapted to lay
over said longitudinal strap between where 1t
is attached to the bosom.

In the accompanying drawings, fo which 1
will now refer to more clearly describe my in-
vention, Figure 1 is a front view of a shirt hav-
ing re-cnforce pieces, showing my improve-
ments thereon. TIig. 21is a similar view ot the
shirt without the re-enforce pieces. Ifig. o 18
a longitudinal section of Iigs.1and 2. Iig. 4
shows a modification, consisting of a retaining
strap and loops under the bosom. IFig.51s &
longitudinal section of the same. Iig. 618 a
view illustrating the combination of the de-
vices shown in Figs. 1 and 4. Fig. 7 is a lon-
itudinal section of the same. TIigs. §, 9,and
10are detached views of the shirt body, bosom,
and re-enforce pieces, respectively.

Thestyle of shirts to which my improvements
are applicable is that that opens at the back.

I form the front « in the ordinary manner,

| but without cutting it away at the bosom, as
shownat Ifig. 8. Thebosom b is made complete,
as shown at Ifig. 9, and then attached by sew-
ing to the neckband cand the yoke d, asshown
at Ifigs. 1 and 4, or to the neckband ¢ only, as 5j3
shown at Iigs. 2 and 6, the sides and bottom
part of it being entirely free from the. shirt-
front «. The side edges of the bosom, at its
lower end, o/, are parallel, and 1t passes down
between the loop ¢ and the body of the shirt. 6o
This loop ¢ 1s formed by connecting the two
re-enforce pieces f f, Fig. 1, at their lower ends.
The re-enforce pieces ffaresecured to theshirt-
front @ in the ordinary manner, as shown at
IFigs. 1 and 6; but the econnecting-strip ¢ is left 65
loose to form the loop. In Fig.2,which shows
a shirt with no re-enforce pieces, the retaining-
loop ¢ is formed by sewing a strip of cloth to
the shirt-front «. The wayin which the lower
part,b’,of the bosom & fits in the loop ¢ isshown 7o
at I'ig. 3, which answers as a sectional view of
both Figs. 1 and 2, and which 1s somewhat ex--
aggerated, as aretheotherlongitudinal section-
al views of the drawings, to clearly show the
construction of my improvements. 75
It willbeobserved that the bosom b, by reason
of the parallel sides of its lower part, b, 1s free
to move up and down independent of the shirt-
iront a, but is held thereto by the loop e, em-
bracing said lower part, &, and prevented 8o
thereby from moving laterally. |
As a modification, to prevent the bosom )
from moving laterally and to keep it against
the shirt-front @, the strap ¢ is sewed to the
under side of the bosom at the top and bottom 85

| and at the center, and it passes under the two

loops & b, formed by strips of cloth sewed to the
shirt-front ¢, as shown at IFigs, 4 and 5. This
strap ¢ and loops A k may be used in conjunc-
tion with the retaining-loop ¢, as shown at IFigs. go
6 and 7, and these figures also show the loops

h I substituted by slits eut in the shirt-{front «,
through which the strap ¢ passes.

By this improvement 1n shirts all the ad-
vantages of a loose-bosom shirt are had—viz., 93
facility of laundering; the obviation of break- -
ing or tearing of shirt-fronts, whieh oeccuars
cgenerally at the juncfion of the bosom with the
shirt-front when they are rigidly connected to-
gether; facility of placing studsin and remov- 1oo
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ing them from the bosom, &c., besides the ad-
ditional advantages of the self-adjustability of
the bosom, the non-liability of its creasing, and
its retention in position against the shirt-front
and prevention from lateral movement.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
1S—

1. Asanimprovement in shirts, a bosom per-
manently attached to the body at the upper
end only and held to the body by means ot em-
bracing loops and strapsinsuch a manner that
the body and bosom are free to move vertically
in relation to one another, substantially as and
for the purpose hereinbefore set forth.

2. The improvement in shirts hereinbefore
described, consisting in a bosom attached by
sewing to the body at its upper end only, and
adapted to slide at its lower end under a re-

 the lower end of the re-enforce pieces, substan-

tially as and for the purpose hereinbefore set

forth.
3. Ina shirt, the bosom attached to the body

atits upperend only, a loop secured to the body 2zj5

to retain the lower end of the bosom, a vertical
strap attached to the under side of the bosom
at three places, and two small loops secured
to the body and arranged to fit over the ver-

tical strap under the bosom at the parts of it 3o

between where the strap is attached to the
bosom, in combination, substantially as and for
the purpose hereinbefore set forth. |
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 3d day of May, A. D. 1881.

JAMES SAMPLE, Jg.

Witnesses:
ALFRED SHEDLOCK,
H. D. WILLIAMS.
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