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- thill and tongue couplings; and it consists in
- the combination of a block of iron, which is piv-
oted upon a horizontal bolt, with the shaft or |
~tongue iron, having a tenon or projection on
~ . itsinnerend to pass through an opening in the
-~ block,and aspring catch or key for locking the
.. shaft or tongue to the coupling, as will be more
2o fully described hereinafter. =~ = -
. The object of my invention is to provide a
~ - means whereby the shaft or tongue can Dbe
-+ . readily applied to or rem
... . asoccasion may require.
Sl 2R
R 5 Fig. 2 is a pe .
- -byitself. Fig. 3 is aninverted view of my in-
- vention complete. o
. Arepresents the clip, which is secared to the
‘axle 1n the usual manner, and which has the
- two ears or projections B extending horizon-
~ tally forward from its front edge. In between |
.. these two arms or projections is placed the
.+ Dblock or rubber C, which is to prevent the coup-
35 ‘which has a horizontal opening made through |

L gs

Benton Harbor, in the coun ty of Berrien and
State of Michigan, have invented certain new

..+ = Couplings; and I do hereby declare the follow-
.+ ing to be a full, clear, and exact description of
~..  theinvention,such as will enable others skilled
i - 1ntheart to which it pertains to make and use
1t, reference being had to the accompanying
~drawings, which form part of this specification.

. 1tsfront end, so as toreceive the pivotal bolt E. |
. This block can turn freely upon its bolt in a
. vertical direction, for the purpose of allowing
ol 400 _ Ut
. ered, but the block has no lateral movement
C o whatever, o TOTORE

. Through the block,at or near its center, is |
~ Inade a suitably-shaped hole, I¥, through which |
is passed a suitably-shaped tenon or projection, |
- .G, formed on the inner end of the thill-iron.
-~ This tenon or projection fits ‘the opening ‘as |-
-+ tightly as possibly, and in between the collar,
~ which is formed on the thill-iron, and. the top-|

Application filed July 28, 1881. (Model.)

To dll_ wh'o_m fit'ww_,y éancem:-- L
~ Be it known that I, Isaac. R. DUNNING, of

and useful Improvements in Thill and Tongue

My invention relates to an improvement in

oved from the vehicle,

Figure 1 is a vertical section of my invention.
perspective of the coupling-block

ling from rattling, and the block of iron D,

the shaft or tongue to be freely raised or low- |
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of the Dblock,is placed a suitable washer for to
the purpose of preventing rattling and noise.

Secured against the under side of the thill

or tongue irons is the flat carved spring catch

H, which has a suitable slot made through its '

front end, so that the spring can be adjusted

back and forth, and which hasitsrearend made

55

to catch under the lower edge of the tapered '

end of the block, so as to prevent the tongue
or thill from being raised out of position. The

front end of the block is tapered away, as
shown,and in itsface is made a suitable groove,

‘ments as it moves down, so as to snap into po- ..
sition. 'T'his spring serves not only to prevent
the thill or tongue from being raised out of the
block, but also serves as a stop to prevent the -
thill from being turned arcund in avy manner.
The end of the block being tapered, as shown,

it 1s only necessary to insert the lower ends of

the tenons or projections on the ends of the
thill or tongue ironsinto the holes in the blocks. ;
‘when the springs will slip down and be gnided
| automatically into position.” In order to re-

move the tongue or thill, it is ouly necessary to

draw the spring outward, when the tongue or
thill can be raised up and separated from the
t coupling. o L

~ This coupling may be secured by a key being
fitted into a suitable hole made in the

behind the tenon when in position. B

claim—

- In a .thill-éoupling,'the combination of the

ptvoted block D, bolt E, and ecars B on the clip

A with the tongue-iron G and slotted adjust-'.

o

O, so that the spring will be guided initsmove-

-
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Having thus described my invention, I

able spring H, provided with a shoulder on its .

-lower end, the block D having its front end

beveled away and provided with the slot O,

for autematically guiding the lower end of the -  o
92

spring into position,. substantially as shown
and described. - e o o

In testimony whereof I affix
presence of two witnesses.

Wifnesses . .
- A, PLUMMER,
M. A. Koon.

my signature in

 ISAAC R. DUNNING.
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