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| Apphemtmn ﬁled Aprﬂ 19, 1881

(Meﬂel )

. Be it known that I, G. B. SIEGENTHALER

: ;+j', '_:_of Ohio, have invented certain Improvemeuts

in Shoes, of WhICh the followmﬂ* s a spemﬁ --
'fG&thIl -

My 1nve11tmn conmste in a shoe ha,vmg sule

jL;ﬂa,pe arrenged to close together at the front
over and . upon a central tongue, and united
by means of elastic straps or gores, having | i

- their ends inserted and concealed mthm the

- flaps, the shoe being constructed with special

§;_ﬁreferenee to its easy application and removal,

s ?‘i_'" " -“Shoe which may be drawn on and off with the |
. same facility as the ordinary gaiter, but which |
. shall present a much neater appearance, ex-

o clude water more eﬂ’eetually, a,ml mthetand
-wear to better edvanteg | -

' -as it appears when in use.
~+* showing the front of-the shoe drawn open, as
ot goin a,pplym g it to or removing it from the foot.

- Fig.
- 'ing the manner in which the elastlc gores are-
T Inserted and concealed. g
- A represents my shoe, havmg 1ts upper cut-

~and to its being transformed mto a laeed or a

strapped shoe at will. |
Shoes having elastic gores mserted in their
mdee have been made in a great variety of

forms, but have in‘practice been found sub- |

Jeet to many serious ObJBCtIOIIS

The object of my invention is 'te pmvlde a

Referring to the drawmgs, I‘lgure 1 repre-_

"~ sents a perspective view of my improved shoe
218 aview |

Fig.

318 a cross-section on the line x %, show-

in- substantially the same manner as for an

%~ ordinary laced shoe, with a central ton gue, d,

S 40

- and two side flaps, b b, arreuged to close to-
gether at the front over or outside of the.
. tongue. Thestrapsor gores, of elastic webbing |
or similar elastic material, ¢ ¢, lie transversely

. across the front of the ehoe umtmg the two

.. ~ flaps b b, the ends of the elestlc material be-
ST ing eztended backward a considerable dis-
. tance within pockets formed in the side faps, .
and stitched or otherwise festened at thelrf
. ends thereto, as shown at d d. The pockets

_'.,_,fto receive the elastle material are formed be-
~tween the. inner and' outer surfaces of the
LT ﬂaps, and the connectlon IS sueh that the elas-

.....

--Uc materlal may be ex:tended freelv in order to
‘permit the separation of the side ﬂeps in dmw
'mg the:shoe off or on the foot.

‘The shoe is provided, as shmm -mth two

.loops or straps, ¢ and 7, for drawmg the same
| upon the foot, one being applied to the rear of 55

‘the upper and the other to the top of the cen- -
-tral tongne.

It will be noticed that the elastlc materlal

is entirely or nearly concealed by the flaps -
‘when the shoe is in its ordmary closed eond1--
‘tion, as represented in Fig. 1 L
flaps, drawn and held together by the elas 1cr -
‘material, completely close the shoe, drawing
the same down smoothly and snugly across
If at any time the elas-
tic material should give way, or it should be

, and th‘l.t

the front of the foot. -

50“;:_“"” l

desired to adapt the shoe for the use of lacing

strings or straps, it is only necessary to re-

move the elastic material and provide the ﬂaps
with straps or with eyelets, as preferred,

“ My improvement may be applied with equal - L
.faelhty to high and low shoes and toovershoes. . -

The exact form of the flaps is not material,

| provided they are apranged to be drawn to- :
gether at the front over and upoh a central
tongue, and have the elastic material intro-

duced into their edges in the manner shown.

‘The central tongue used in connection with

the flaps and elastic gores is of special im- o

‘portance, Inasmuch as it co-operates with the
other parts in closing the front, and servesto
prevent snow, water, &ec., from finding their S

way Into the shoe.

I am also aware that elasue traps have

been inserted in the fronts of shoes in differ- '
ent forms, and my invention 1s limited to the
‘construetmn and combination shown.

I am aware that elastic straps have been-"

a,pphed to the side and to the front of shoes,
and this I do not elalm " Tam not aware, how

‘ever, that any one has heretofore combmed

the central tongue, the side flaps closmg over
the tongue, and the elastic straps.
bination permlts the shoe to adapt itself to

feet; valymg widely in the height of the in-

step, without leaving an opening or exposing -
‘the stocking, and also admits of the opening
bemg mrrled to a low pomt end effectua,lly

T'his com-
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closed against the entrance of snow, dust,
&e. -
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim 1s— I
¢ 1. As an improved article of manufacture,
the shoe provided with the central tongue, «,
the two side flaps, b, overlapping the tongue,
and provided with the pockets, and the elas-
tic straps secured at their ends in the rear

1o sides of the pockets. |
2. The improved shoe provided with the

249,416

central tongue, the side flaps having pockets,
the elastic straps secured in thelatter,and the

loops ¢ and £, one of which is attached to the
tongue for use in stretching said elastic straps 135

| and separating the flaps, and thereby opening

the shoe to facilitate drawing it on the foot,
as hereinbefore set forth.
- GEORGE B. SIEGENTHALER.
Witnesses:
' HIRAM B, SWARTZ,
JAMES JOHNSON. .
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