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To all whom it May COncern:

_Be it known that I, JAuES ROBERTSON, of
Iast Cambridge, in. the county of Middlesex

-t

~and-iState of Massachusetts, have invented a
‘new and valuable ITmprovement in Self-Level- |

ing Hammocks and Life-Saving Beds; andIdo

. herebydeclare that the following isafull, clear,
oo and exact description of the'construction'and
o operation of the same, réference being had to
E o the annexed drawings, making a part of this
. specification, : nd to the letters ‘and figures of
. reference marked thereon. . -

" Figure1 of the drawings is a representation

ot aside view of the hammock in position for
g _ | th
.. cushion removed, for use as a tloat.  Iig.3is
- asectional view of the bed, showing

. struction. Figs. 4 and 5 are details.

20
o the water; and it consists, mainly, in the con-

use. [Fig. 2 is a plan view of the bed, with

the con-

- The present invention hasrelation to devices

for supporting the Pperson on shipboard or in

. straetion and novel arrangement of the bed
... and its adjunets, constituting a life-preserving
. Hoat, and in connection therewith a suspend-

. - shipboard as a self-leveling h
“+ hereinafter shown and described.

i - more like the deck of a boat.

~_ Inthe accompanying drawings, the letter A
~ designates tLe bed, which may be made of any
30 | |
o and isdesigned to have somewhat the formof
- a boat, this being accomplished- by weaving,
ST " felting, or cutting to pattern. 'h _
o . connected by c 2menting, stitching, or binding,
-and in such relation to each other that the un-

ing-frame, whereby it is adapted for use on
ammock, all "as

kind of light fabrie, as canvas, cloth, or felf,

. The parts are

- der part is of convex contour, resembling the
. hull, while the upper part is flattened, being

The bed thus

 formed 1s filled with cork chips or other light

T

substance to render it soft and buoyant, and
1t 1s designed to be made of fabric either sin-.

~ gleorintwo or three thicknesses, rendered wa-

_— ter-proof by means of oil, paint, varnish, or by

2 : ~coating with rubber. - Usually a marginal rim
S IR ~ the bed, as indicated at B.

or brace, 'Su:itiibly_;cmrered,* forms f'th_e edge_ of.

A man-hole, C, is made through the middle |

o f-if of the bed, and in this portion the bed is pro-

. vided with fastenings d for the life-saving de-
S50

vices, consisting, mainly, of astrap, B, designed

7 tobe'passed befween the logs when the lower

| mock and thereby supported. - =~ = =
{ A strap or band, N, preferably of deather or

dated November 8, 1881,

lower limbs.. .

- At the marginal pbftidtl:of th'eji;'béd::are”ct;p'-'

| on. shipboard, evher w
‘In the water, a lanyard or cord, uy being usually

| binding or rafting, - |

used to cover the stopper-cushion. . .

along their middle portions by a tube or sleeve,

i

their extremities in the form of hooks % to re-
ceive the eyesof the bed, or of a hammock, 1.,

-

connected to the end of the. bed to f-fﬂbi_l_iﬁate ._

hole, and a sack, T, designed to envelope the

| Structed the eyelet-holes ¢, serving as means ~~
for connecting to the supporting-frame when .
and for rafting together when- =

-.601; |

+ Grrepresentsa stopper-cushion,whichisused - -

‘Yo fill up or plug the man-hole when the arti- =~
cle is in use as a bed, this cushion being easily
| removed when the necessity occurs for the use -
| of the bed as a life-preserver. A flap, H, is

- K indicates a suspendin g-frame, consisting
{ of:two rods or wires, b, which are connected =
- ¢, which allows an opening'and closing adjust-
ment of the ends g, which are bent downward
elliptical or curved form, and turned upat -

:7'5

which may be made of canvas or netting, and
| provided with eyelet-holes at itscorners to ship -~ -
| on the pegs or turned points % of the frame. =
The bed may sometimes . be laid on the ham- L
R 8o

other soft material to avoid the squeaking of =
| ‘metal on metal, is used to- suspend the frame =~
from the ceiling or wall-bracket, and is de-~
| signed to allow freedom of motion in every di-

rection, except horizontal turning, which the
‘width of the strap or band will check without

shock. - Thestrap orband alsoservesasa ready . - :‘ -.2
‘means of adjusting the bed to secure the bal- -

. _ _ AjUSL-"90 - .
| ment it is slipped along the tube, and the strain AR
will hold 1t firmly when placed. Aring, k18

ance of the occupant. In making this adjust-

rove loosely on the strap, and serves as an aid

and assist in getfing into it. |

in adjusting the same, also to steady the :bedf':'.. "

- For use in the water the bed is taken from ~~
1ts frame, if suspended, and the cushion G is '
‘removed from the man-hole C. The belt or :
strap E is always secured to its fastenings.
This beltis adjustable, and is designed to Pass r
between the legs of the person in the man-

hole, so that it will effectually prevent falling




" the service of the occupant, or to assistothers

10

" to understand these life-preserving devices. |
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‘pable of adjusting themselves in it; but when

throngh,.while the hands are left atliberty for |

in the water. A sack, I',isadded supplement-
ally, this being also secured to the same fast-
eningsas the beltin the man-hole,and designed
to incase the lower limbs and part of the body
when introduced: - The mouth of the sack is
provided with a draw-string, s, whereby 1t can
be secured closely around the body. It 1is not
anticipated that the use of the sack will be
always possible, or that all persons will be ca-

there is mental competence the sack will be
considered an additional assurance of safety,
preserving the animal heat, while diverting the-
attention from the horrors of the situation, and |
will often prove of great benefif.

It will be apparent that no study is required

Each part is sufficiently suggestive of its pur-
poses and mode of use. I would number the
parts and the locations of the bedsat night, as
well-as during the day, when taken down and
stowed away. Inthis manner their possession
would become a subject of thought and dis-
cussion, and the passengers prepared for an
emergency by familiarity with the chances and
means of escape at hand, thereby insuring

presence of mind to use their personal powers | )
| hereunto subseribed my name in the presence 65

in time of need. = | | +

My invention is designed to effect a recu-
perative cessation of nervous excitement dur-
ing the watch below, and to economize space,
being easily hung up for use and taken down

to be stowed away when not wanted. Ineither |

case the bed can be at a,ny time readily seized
on without stopping to undo fastenings as a
life-saver, and it is therefore designed to give

room by day, rest and refreshment at night,

and assurance of safefy all the time. .

Having described this invention, what 1
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— - | o

1. The combination, with a float-bed or ham-
mock having end eyelet-holes, of the opening
and closing suspension-frame, its tubular con-
nection, and the adjusting-strap, substantially

40

45

as specified.

2. The combination, with the float-bed and
its central man-hole, of the sack adapted to be
passed through the man-hole, its fastening de-
vices, and draw-strings, substantially as speci-

§o

fied.

3. The combination, with a float-bed or ham-

mock having end eyelet-holes, of an opening 55

and closing suspension-frame and its adjusting-
strap, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth. | | |
4. In a life-preserver, a float-bed connected
with an opening and closing frame, and sup-
ported by a single cord centrally attached to
the frame to make the bed or float self-level-
ing when suspended, substantially as specified.
In testimonythat I claim the above .l have

6o

of two witnesses. R
“ " JAMES ROBERTSON,.
Witnesses: 5
C. H. MOULTON,
JAMES H. LEARNED.
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