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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFrICE.

SAMULEL W. MARTIN, OF SPRINGFIELD, OHIO.

IRON FENCE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 249,06', dated November 1, 1881,
Application filed Augnst 8, 1881. (dlodel.) |

Lo all whom 1t may concern :

Be it known that I, SAMUEL W. MARTIN, of

Springfield,in the countv of Clarke and State
of Ohio, hfne invented certain Improvements
in IIOH Fences, of which the following 1s a
specification.

This invention relates to that class of iron

- fencesin which horizontal rails are connected to
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vertical posts by means of intermediate clamyp-
ing-plates, commonly known as ¢ rosettes.”

The object of the invention 1s to provide a
cheap rosette by means of which the pickets
may be secuarely attached to rails of different
forms and sizes. '

To this end theinvention consistsin provid-
ing therosette onitsrearside with two mallea-
ble backwardly -extending arms or lips ar-
ranged at such distance apartas toadmitot a
rail beingintroduced between them,after which
the lips are hammered downward toward each
other into such form as to closely embrace the
rail and seeure the rosette firmly in place there-
on; also, in constructing the rosette so that
when apphed to the rail the picket will be
drawn thereby firmly against the edge or face
of the rail, as hereinafter explained in detail.

The form or configuration of the rosette may
be varied as desired, provided 1t retains the
characteristics above named, 1t being the 1n-
tention in all cases to have the two llps OT Arms
embracé one and the same rail.

In the accompanying drawings 1 haverepre-

sented a rosette having, with the exception of

the fastening-lips, essentially the same form
and construection as that represented m my
previous Letters Patent, No. 243,280, and this
is the construction which I prefer to use.

I am aware that a picket has been provided
with a supporting lip or shoulder torest on top
of a fence-rail, and with a single finger to be
bent downward over therail, Iam alsoaware
that a picket has been provided at opposite
ends with two lips or lngs, one to engage over
the upper and the other to engage beueath the

lower rail of the fence. 1 am also aware that

a notched block perforated in the middle to re-
ceive a picket has been bent atits endsaround
two horizontal rails lying adjacent to ecach
other, and these devices I do not claim.
Referunﬂ‘ to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 represents & perqpectlw view of - my

| improved rosette; Ifig. 2, a vertical central
section through the siame as it appears when
used in connection with a picket and rail of
round form ; Tfig. 3, a horizontal section of the 355
same on the line x m, Ifig. 1; Fig. 4, a vertical
section, illustrating the manner in Wth]l the
rosette is applied to a rail of a T form in cross-
section.

i A represents the rosette, B the horizontal 6o

| fence-rail, and O the vertical picket.

It will, of course, be understood that, as in
other fences of this class there will be top and
bottom rails, each prowded with a series of
rosettes arranged side by side, and that each 65
picket will be sustained at its two ends by
passing through rosetteson therespective rails.

The rosette A is constructed, as shown, of
an open or skeleton form, with’ subbtantlally
flat faces, and with sockets or openings a, 7o
through which to pass the picket C, as in my
previous patent above reterred to.

Faeh rosetteisprovided on its back with two
backwardly-extending lips or studs, b, stand-
ing one above the other at such distance apart 75

as to admit of a fence-rail of any ordinary form
bemn inserted between them against the back
of the rosette.

The device is cast of malleable iron or other
malleable metal, in order that the arms ) may 3o
be hammered and bent into the required forms
over and around the rail.

If preferred, the studs & may be made of
wrought-iron, in which case they will be 1n-
serted in the mold and the remainder of the 8
rosettes cast upon and around them ; butthis
construction, on account of the ‘1(1(1113101]&1 ex-
pense mvolved is inferior to that above de-
scribed. |

The seats or sockets which receive the picket go
are so located that when the picket 1s 1n posi-
tion its rear face will project slightly beyond
the rear face of the rosette, so that when the
rosette is. secured to the rail it will serve to
draw the picket firmlyand rigidly against the 95
rail, thus causing the rail and plehet to bind
ﬂrmly against each other, and preventing the
picket from moving endwise or therosette from
shifting laterally.

In nnhlnn use of the rosctte it is applied 100
against the deG of the rail with the lugs b ex-

tendmn past the upper and lower edges of the
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latter, as indicated in dotted lines in TFig. 2, | 1. The improved rosette consisting of the

after which, by means of a hammer or other
tool, the ends of the lugs b are closed inward
in the proper form tightly against and around
the rail.

It will, of course, be understood that thelags

will assume different forms, according to the
form of the rails npon which the rosettes may
be used. -
By providing therosette with two malleable
lugs adapted to co-operate with one rail, as
described, I am enabled to place upon the mar-
ketarosette applicable torails of various forms
and sizes, thus avoiding the usual expense of
providing separate patterns for each size and
form of rail. The lugs thus applied also ad-

mit of the rosette being applied to rails occu-
pying an inclined or slanting position—a fea-
ture of great importance in the construction
of fences which stand upon inclined ground.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s—

substantially flat frame provided with seats
to receive the picket,and with two backwardly-
extending lugs, adapted, substantially as de-
scribed, to engage with a fence-rail.

2. A rosette for connecting a fence picket

and rail, provided with picket seats or bear-

ings arranged in relation to the rear face of the
rosette, as described, to throw the rear face of
the picket backward beyond therearface of the
rosette, whereby a direet and rigid bearing of
the picket against the rail is permitted.

5. In combination with a fence-rail and a
picket, an intermediate rosette provided with
bearings to receive the picket, and with two
lips or lags which clasp the rail from opposite
sides, substantially as shown and described.

SAMUEL W. MARTIN.

Witnesses:
GOMER . HIGHLEY,
C. C. KIRKPATRICK.
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