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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, WiLLiAm W. BUTLER,
of Boise City, in the county of Ada and Terri-
tory of Idaho have invented a new and Im-
proved Ifence- Barb of which the following is
a full, clear, and emct description.

Domestlc animals are apt to get themselves

‘cruelly lacerated by coming violently against

the barbs of ordinar v wire feuces which barbs
are always rigid (usually formedl of a single
piece of metal) and rigidly secured npon the
strands of the fence.

My invention seeks to overcome this diffi-
culty; and to this end my invention consists in
providing a yielding barb to be attached in
any desired position and by any suitable means
to the strands or bars of the fence.

In the accompanying drawings, Figare 1
represents, in elevation, one plan of carrying
my 1nvention into effeut, and If1g. 2 represents
2, longitudiual section of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Though I have shown in the drawings only
one form of barb involving the principle of
my invention, it is obvious that many other
and perhaps Slmplu and cheaper forms might
be devised for making barbs, which shall Le
capable of yielding to any pressure from the
animal, and thus prevent, to a greater or less
(leﬂ*ree, injurious laceration of the animals;
but the barb shown in the drawings is of the
preferred construction, as it is umversally
yielding—that is, yielding to pressure from all
directions—thus furnishing a perfectly harm-
less yet effective barb. This barb is formed
by first coiling the wire « into the shape of an

~elongated ellipse, leaving the stops or shoul-
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ders d d, and then forming the inward bends
e ¢ of the ends of the wire within the coil, and
then bending the ends outwardly to form the
needle-points 6 b, as shown. Upon the needle-
points b b may be placed the buttons ¢, which
act as stops or shoulders to preventall danger
of the points entering too far into the body of
the animal. Instead of these buttonsthe points
b b may be made shorter, so that the last coils

ot the wire will act as stops or guards to the
points; or a flange or other means might be

Secured to or formed upon the wire a suitable
distance from the points to act as such stops
or guards.

The barbs thus formed may be secured to |

) the strands or bars of the fence in any suita-

ble manner, either by soldering, brazing, weav-
ing of the wires fogether, or by lashing with
a separate piece of wire, or by the clasp A,
(shown in the drawings,) which is U-shaped,
and which 1s adapted to inclose several of the
colls of the barb and the strand B of the fence,
and then the arms thereof to be brought to-
oether, thus clasping and ﬁrmlv holdmﬂ the
hmb upon the strand.

The wire a, of which the barb 18 formed,

should be of spring metal, so that its intrinsic

elasticity will cause the barb after being bent
out of place from contact with an animal to
automatically resume its proper position.
Instead of coiling the wire a to form the
spring of the barb, Wh]dl acts both at the outer
end and at the bau-e, the same result may be
accomplished by folding the wire into several
folds, so as to yield to Loth lateral pressuare
and end-thrust; but such form is uot orna-
mental Iike the form shown in the drawings.
It 1s preferable to make the barb double, as
shown 1n the drawings, so as to presenb a
point upon both sides of the fence, as a less
number of fastenings will thus be required ;
but single-pointed barbs may be made, if de-
sired.
- Having thus deseribed myinvention, I elaim
asnewand desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. A barb for wire fences, consisting of a
coil of wire having its ends bent within the coil
and then outward to form the needle points or
barbs, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

- 2. A barb-wire for- fences, cousisting of a

coil of wire in the form of an elongated ellipse
provided with the shoulders d, and having its
ends bent within the coil and then outward
to form the needle points or barbs b, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
3. In a barb for wire fences, the combina-
tion, with coil provided with shoulders d and
the needle -points 0, of the button ¢, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth. *
4, In a barb for wire fences, the combina-
tion, with coiled wire ¢ and the ‘fence-wires B,

of the U-shaped clasp A, substantially as and

for the purpose set forth o
WM. W. BUTLER.
Witnesses:
B. F. TROMAN,
GEO. W, NEUMAR,
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