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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, I'REDERICK S. LHAS-
BROUCIK, of the city of New York, in the county
and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Temporary
Binders or Letter-Ifiles, of which the following
1s a specification.

This Invention relates to 1mprovements 1n
that class of letter-files which are composed of
a box or case having an open top and front,and
anumber of indexed sheets between which the
letters are placed and retained in alphabetical
order.

The present invention has for its olgeot to-

provide the box or case of such letter-files with
a flexible cover, which can Le folded over the
open front and tOp and overlapand rest against
the edges of the end walls of the box or case,

said cover being at the same timme so arran ﬂ*efl
and connected with the front edge of the hot
tom of the box that 1t ¢an be thro wn open and

‘spread out in a plane flush or coincident with

the lower surface of the bottom wall of the box
or case, and thereby rest in a flat position
throughoutits entire extenfupon the same sup-
port as the box or case, thus preventing rup-
ture or strain on the joint which connects the
cover with the bottom of the box, and requiring
no support irom the box or case. These ob-

30 jects I accomplish by the construction and ar-
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rangement illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Ifigure 1 represents a perspective view of a
letter-file embodying my invention, showing
the cover spread out and on a plane ﬂush Or CO-
incident with the lower surface of the bottom
of the box or case; I'ig. 2, a transverse section
of the same; I'ig. 3, a transverse section, show-
ing a slight modiﬁcation, and I'ig. 4 a longt-
tudinal section of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the letter A indi-
cates a box or €ase, Wlli(:]l may be made of
card-board, binders’ board, or other sufficiently
rigid or Stlt. material, which will maintain its
Walls in proper box- lzke form. The top and

front side of this box are left open, as usual,

and the top is provided at the rear side with
alongitudinal striphaving an opening, a. The

front portion of the ends of the box Is pro- |

-|.|I.n|1|r

vided with turned-in lips A7 A/, extending to-

ward each other, and is formed by beuding
the ends and gluing the bent portions te the
bottom wall of the box.,

To the front edge of the bottom wall of the
box is attached the cover A? which extends
entirely across the front of the same from end
to end, and is made of flexible material, which
will permit it to be closed up against the lips
A? A? and folded over the open top, with its
edges overlapping and resting against the up
per edges of the end walls of the box or case.
The outer free edge of the -coveris provided
with an opening, «’, so that when 1t 1s in a
closed position it may be secured by a string
or other fastening,engaging the openings a «’.
The cover AZ, bem attached directly to the
front edge of the bottom wall of the box and

constr u(*ted to overlap and bear against the

end and topedges of the end walls of the same,
provides a simple and efficient means ot sup-
porting the cover and preventing its collaps-
ing or falling in; but, in addition to this fea-
ture, the cover possesses an important charac-
teristic—namely, it can be thrown open and
spread out on a plane flush or coincident with
the lower surface of the bottom of the box,and

thereby rest throughout its entire extent in a

flat position against the same support as the
box, and thus pressure upon the cover, when
in such position, is not transmitted to or sus-
tained by the box or case; and, further, there
isnoliability of the jointed connection between
the cover and the box or case becoming rup-
tuared, broken, or otherwise injured or strained,
permitting very simmple and 1mexpensive means
to be employed forthe jointed connection. Be-
sides, when the cover is spread out on a plane
flush or coincident with the lower surface of
the bottom wall of thie box or case, as before
described, and as illustrated in ¥ig. 1 of the
drawings, said cover will be entirely out of the
way and will offer no obstacle to manipuiating
theindexed sheets and their contents, which is
a desideratum not possessed by those letter-
files in which the cover is swung back on the
top of the box.

‘The index-sheets I (shown in I'igs. 1 and 2)

are of the usual form, and are retfuned i1 place
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by the rear aud end walls of the box and by

the lips A’ A’; but in Figs.3 and 4 1 dispense
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with the lips A/ A/, and double the index- } overlap and bear against the edges of the end

sheets 1n folios similar to a book. Inthe folds
are inserted needles or thin rods D, and at suit-
able distances apart the back or folded por-
tions are notched or mortised, as at b, through
which, in front of the needles or rods D, are
passed the cords, straps, or bands L, and by
the connection of the ends cf the latter with
the box or case the indexed sheets are con-
fined in place, but can be readily adjusted up
and down to receive additional letters or other
papers between them.

For retaining the indexed sheets in compacet
form I employ flat springs If, attached at one
end to the end walls of the box or case and con-
nected at their upper ends to the toggle-levers
G, which are hinged together at their meeting
ends, and 1t desired, connected with a presser-
bar, H, for pressing on the indexed sheets.
Thesespringsand toggle-leversareso arranged
and combined that when the levers are pushed
up, as shown in dotted lnes, Iig. 4, they will
remain in that position, leaving the sheets free
forconvenientadjustment. Thespring FFconld
be attached to a rectangular frame, fitting
within the box or case, and in this maunner the
said frame, springs, toggle-levers, and presser-
bar could be detached from the box.

A paper-file has heretofore been constructed
of a box or case provided with a hinged flap
or cover on its top portion and with another
flap hinged to the upper edge of the front por-
tion of the bottom wall of the box or case, said
front flap being intended to fold up over the
top flap and be connected thereto, so as to
close the front of the box or case; but such
construction does not constitute my invention.

A paper-file has also been constructed of a
box or case having a cover hinged to swing
back on the top of the box or case, and the
edges of such covers have been arranged to

-walls of the box ; but a cover arranged in this

manneris not my invention, and 1s not claimed
Ly me.

Having {ully described my invention, what
I claim 1s—

1. The box or case A, having an open top
and front side, and provided with the flexible
cover A2 attached to the front edge of the bot-
tom wall flush with the lower surface of the
same, and constructed to fold over the open
front and top and overlap and bear against
the edges of the end walls of the box or case,
and to open and spread out on a plane flush
or colncident with the lower surface of said
bottom wall and rest throughout its extent on
the same support as the box or case.

2. In combination with the box or case A,
constructed with the open top and front side,
as described, the cover A? connected Hlush or
coincident with the lower surface of the bot-
tom wall of the box or case, and arranged to
fold upward over the open top and front, and
overlap and bear against the edges of the end
walls of the box or case, and to be opened and
spread upon a plane coincident or flush with
the lower surface of the bottom wall, and to
rest throughout its extent on the same sup-
port as the box or case, substantially as de-
scribed. |

3. The combination, with a box or case and
a number of indexed sheets, of flap-springs ex-
tending inward from the sides of the box or
case, and toggle-levers connected thereto and
to each other and preferably to a presser im-
pinging on the sheets, substantially as and

for the purpose specified.

FREDERICK S. HASBROUCK.
Witnesses:
T. J. KEANE,
FREDK. HAYNES.
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