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To all whom it may concern : o
Be it known that I, VirGIL LoPEz, of the
city and State of New York, have invented an

Improvement in Sheet-Metal Cans, of which
the following is a specification.

- Sheet-metal cans have been made with a
cover having a rim and with a sealing - strip
around the rim of the cover, soldered to the
same and to the body of the can. Insomein-

stances this sealing - strip has beemrr cut in a

curved form, so as to be slightly conical when
rolled up, and a loop has in other cases been

- provided at the end of the strip, by means of
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¢, elther made in one piece with the top b of |
| 1881. |
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which it can be torn off in opening the can.
Myinvention relates tothe combination,with
the sealing - strip, of a T-headed key or fork

passing into an S-shaped bend at the end of

the sealing -strip in such a manner that the
sealing-strip can be torn off and rolled up by
revolving the T-headed key. -

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of |

the can sealed and .ready for transportation.

Fig. 2is a plan of the sealing-strip as soldered |
to the can and ready to be bent into the S form |
Fig. 3shows

for receiving the T-headed key.
a transverse section of the cover and sealing-
strip applied to the can; and Fig. 4 is a de-
tacbed view, In larger size, of the ends of the
sealing-strip. - | . |

The can - body « is of any desired size or
shape, and the cover b is provided with a rim,

the.cover or soldered thereto. -

d is the sealing-strip, which is passed around
the flange of the cover and soldered at 3. The
ends are lapped, and the outer lap is bent out-

wardly at right angles and soldered, as at 4.

T'he cover'and sealing-strip are now placed in

1Inwardly, as indicated at 6 6, Fig. 3, so that it
will be as small as the outside of the can-body.
The cover and sealing - strip are now placed
upon the can-body and the joint 7 soldered.

| adie and the edge of the sealing-strip bent

40

The T-shaped key 1 is either a piece of wire '

or of metal cut out to form two parallel, or
nearly-parallel, portions, 8 8, that pass loosely

through the openings made at the end of the
sealing - strip by folding the same back upon
itself and giving to the metal the form of the

| letter S and soldering the samre. In this the

prongs of the key can Dbe slid up or down at
will. When pressed down the key will be out
of theway,and the cans may be placed closely
together for transportation. When the key is

drawn up its T-head will be above the top of

‘the can, and it may be turned by the finger
and thumb or by a pair of pliers, and it will
tear off the sealing-strip and roll it up as the
key 1s rotated. |

i 1 claim as my invention— . o
The combination, with the can and cover, of

a sealing-strip soldered to the rim and body
respectively, and having ends lapped and sol-
dered, and the outer end turned backin an §
form and soldered, in combination with a T-
headed key adapted to slide vertically through
the end of the sealing-strip to allow of the key
Dbeing rotated to detach the sealing - strip, as
set forth. | T

Signed by me this 14th day of May, A. D.

Y. LOPEZ.

Witnesses:
GEO. T. PINCKNEY,

| HAROLD SERRELL.
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