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provide an attachment to each of the arms of

arms of the crane after the bag or package is

" vention.
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To all whom it may concern : |

Be it known that I, JoaN W. RoCHFORD, a
citizen of the United.States, residing at Welles-
ley, in the county of Norfolk and Common-
wealth of Massachusetis, have invented a new
and usetful Mail-Bag Cateh, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. | R

My invention relates to improvementsin the |
fingers or attachments of the arms of cranes
for suspending mail-bags and packages to be
recelved and discharged upon railway-cars;
and the objects of my invention are, first, to

the crane effective to hold the bag or package
till taken by the passing railway-car, and, sec- |
ond, to protect the means thus employed from:
injury occasioned by the downward fall of the

detached. | |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my invention. Fig. 2is
a longitudinal section of the same; and Fig. 3
iIs a view showing the application of my in-

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
three figures. ° S |

A represents the finger or attachment.

B represents an elliptical spring attached to
the end of the finger. -

b b are the guards which protect the spring
B, and also act as heads to the bolts which
connect the spring to the finger.

@ 18 the end of the finger, which is attached

to the arm of the crane so as to move in a |

vertical or lateral manner. .

U and D represent the arms of the crane; B,
the staples by which the fingers are pivoted to |

The finger attached to the top arm of the
craneis placed with spring on upper side, while
the finger attached to the lower arm is placed
S0 as to have the spring on the under side of
the finger, as seen in Fig. 3.

'

It will be noticed that the end of the finger
18 almost tubular, carefully curved, and the
edges of the finger rounded so as to facilitate
the passage of the rings of the mail-bag off the
catch. The spring B prevents the ring of the
mail-bag from slipping from the finger till
taken by the car.

~In the use of the crane represented in Fig.
3 1t has been found out that the fingers fall
with such violence against the post of the crane

that the spring attached to the same is soon

demolished and rendered useless. To obviate
this and protect the spring I have placed the
guards b b on the finger. It will be noticed
that the guards b b are a little higher than the
highest poivt in the spring B, so that when
the finger falls it strikes on the guards and the
spring is not touched.- These gunards can be
made of any suitable material and any shape,
provided they are high enough to protect the

spring. I prefer to make them out of steel

or iron, and cause them to perform the double
function of guards to the spring and heads to
the bolts which connect the spring tothe finger.

I am aware that it is old to provide mail-bag
cranes with swinging arms or fingers having
their ounter ends curved or hooked and con-
nected thereto similarly ecurved springs, and I
do not desire, therefore, to be understood as
claiming, broadly, such construction.

What I do claim,

Letters Patent, is— -
The pivoted finger or attachment A and
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and desire to secure by
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guard-spring B,in combination with the gnards

b b, for the purpose described, substantially as
herein shown., | | |

JOHN W. ROCHFORD.

Witnesses:
. 0. JOENSON,
- EUGENE M. HowE.
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