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Lo all whom it may concern : |

Beitknown that I, JOHEN A. BROWN, of Marl-
borough, county of ‘\Ilddlesex, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Floor- Degs, of which the following description,
in connection with the aeeempanyuw draw-
ings, 18 a specification. |

My invention relates to a ﬂoor dog or appa-

ratus for pressing floor-boards together before -
nailing them down upon their supporting- |

beams; and itconsistsin aleverhaving a sharp
chisel-like point to be driven into the under

tloor or tloor-beam to act as a fulerum, com-

bined with a bearing-block connected with the

said lever to press a gam st the ed ge of the floor-
board.

The invention further conmsts in the combi-

nation, with the said lever and hearing-block
connected therewith, of a holding arm or pawl
to retain the lever in position after it has been
operated to press together the floor-boards, so
that the said lever will not require to be held

by the operator while the boards pressed to-

oether thereby are being nailed.

Figure 1 shows, in side elevation, a floor- dog
embodying my invention, and a portlon of the
floor operated upon thereby; and Fig. 2, a de-
tail, showing the bearing-block and rod by

‘which it 18 connected with the lever.

The floor-beam a, of usnal form and material,
is shown as sustaining an under or lower floor-
ing, b, such as is commonly laid beneath the
upper or finishing floor, ¢, the boards of which
it 18 desirable to have pressed as closely to-
gether, edge to edge, as possible, so that there
may be no cracksin the finished flooring. This

is accomplished by my improved floor-dog,

which consists of a lever, d, having a sharp

chisel-like point, ¢ e, to be drwen into the un-
der flooring, b,or into thefloor-beam a, or partly |

~1nto both, as shown in the drewings, the said
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lever having connected with if a bearing-block,
J/, toact upon the edgeot the floor-board ¢ when
the lever is turned on its point ¢ as a fulerum.

The said block 7 is connected with the lever d»

by a thrust-bar, g, baving a small tongue, A,
entering a mortise in the said block and loosely
connected therewith by the pin 4.
is pivoted at 2 upon the lever d, so that as the

~ The bar g

| the direction of the arrow 3 the bearing-block

f will be moved in the direction of the arrow 4

without disturbing its bearing on the board c.
The face or bearing portion of the block f is
preferably made of wood, so as not to mar the
edge of the board agamst which it presses,
and it is provided with a metal plate, /7, which
receives the thrust from the bar ¢, the bearing-

shoulders 5 of which. are slightly curved, as.

shown in Fig. 2, to permit an angular move
ment of the bleck if necessary for its proper
engagement with the edge of the floor-board.

A holding-arm, k, pivoted to the lever d at
6, 1s pointed at 1ts lower end, 7, 80 as to be 1n-
eerted into the floor-board b as shown, after
the board ¢ has been moved up as f'u' as de-
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sired, so that the said board will be retained =~

in 1ts position after the lever d is released by
the operator.

It is obvious that this apparatus can be em-
ployed when the floor-board to be pressed is

‘laid directly upon the floor-beams «, the end, e,

of the lever being then driven mto the floor
beam or joist a.

By placing the pivoted pomt of the bar g

at a distance above the fulerum-point e of the
lever d, as shown, a larger movement can be
produced in the bearin ﬂ'-block fand board ¢
than if the said lever bore directly upon the

-said board just above its point einserted in the
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floor-beam as a fulerum; and making the bear-
ing-block f of conmdereble length and loosely

connected with the lever nrevents the_ernsh-
ing and marring of the edge of the boerds ected'
upon thereby.

I am aware that a floor dog or clemp hee pre-
viously been made consisting of a lever adapted

to take hold of a floor-timber, and having a

bearing-block loosely connected with it and a

holding arm or pawl similar to that herein
‘shown, and I do not broadly claim such con-
I am, however, not aware of any

struction.
previous dog or elamp which can be used to

press together the boards of an upper or finish-

ing floor after an under floor has been laid.

I claim—

1. The herein-described apparatus for press-
ing together floor-boards, it consisting of a le-
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ver provided with a sharpened or pointed end -

5o latter is turned on ItS pomt e as a fulemm in | to be driven by longitudinal movement of the 100
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248,015

sald lever into a fixed portion of the flooring | end and bearing-block, combined with their
as a fulerum, combined with the bearing-block | connecting thrust-bar g, pivoted upon the said
connected with the said lever to act upon the | lever and loosely connected with the said block, 1z
edge of the floor-board, substantially as de- | substantially as deseribed, and for the purpose
5 secribed. | set forth.
2. The lever, provided with a pointed or In testimony whereof [ have signed my name

sharpened end and bearing-block conunected | to this specification in the presence of two sub-
therewith, combined with a holding arm or | seribing witnesses.

pawl to retain the said lever in position after JOHN A. BROWN.
1o the board has been operated upou thereby, sub- Witnesses: y
stantially as and for the purpose set forth. EDWARD F. JOHNSON,
0. The lever, provided with a chisel-pointed | ARTHUR L. ATKINS.
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