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To all whom &t may concern :

Be 1t known that 1, CHARLES R. WILSON,
of Detroit, county of Wayne, State of Michi-
gan, have Invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Swell-Body Cutters; and I declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the same, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make
and use 1it, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of this
specification. -

My invention consists in forming a sleigh-
body with an arm-piece made broader at its
forward ends than at the middle of the back,
said pieces extending from the front of the seat
back and around to the other side of the body,
the sald arm-picce made in a single length or
formed of two pieces joined together at the
middle of the back, or to another piece lorated
at the middle of the back, and in connection
with this arm-piece a top rail made in a con-
tinonous length and extending from the dash-
board or from the ends of the arm-piece buck
around the sleigh-body, and constituting its
upper edge, the space between the arm-piece
and top rail being filled in with a panel or
spindles, or both, the said construction obviat-
ing the necessity of employing a back cross-
piece such as has heretofore been employed at
the back of the body between the two longi-
tudinal frame-pieces.

Inthedrawings, Figure lrepresents a sleigh-
body embodying mmy improvements. Fig. 2is
a separate view of the arm-piece.
separate view of the top rail made to extend
from the dash-board around the back to the
dash-board on the opposite side. Fig. 4 is a
varlation in which the arm-piece is continued
at 1ts lower edge forward to the dash. Tig.5
1s a variation in which the end rail is termi-
nated at the forward end of the arm-piece, and
more particularly adapted for that style of
arm-piece which is shown in Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is
a variation in which the forward ends of the
top rail are turned abruptly downward, so as
to form a sharp angle.

Heretofore in the comstruction of sleigh-
bodies a back piece has been inserted between
the rear ends of the longitudinal frame-pieces,
and the arm-pieces have been brought up to
and joined upon saidlongitudinal frame-pieces.

KHig. 3 1s a |

tween the back and the longitudinal frame-
pieces would crack and open, thus marring the
finish of the sleigh. To overcome this the side
arm has been carried past the longitudinal
ptece and secured directly to a piece let into
the center of the' back. So, also, the whole up-
per portion of the sleigh-body, comprising the
arm-piece, the top rail, and the intermediate
panel, as shown in the drawings, of my device,

have been bent in a single piece; but thislast

construction requires a very broad and perfect:
board and produces a heavy and cambersome
structure. N

It is the object of my invention to produce
a light structure, to dispense entirely with the
heavy back piece, and to likewise dispense en-
tirely with joints at the corners. |

To this end, A represents the longitudinal
pleces or raves of the frame-work; B, the arm-
pieces; C, the top rail, and D a panel fitted in
between the top rail and arm-piece.

The arm-piece B may, as shown in Fig. 2,
be made to extend in a single piece from the
front of the seat around and forward to the
front ot the seat on the other side of the body;

| or, if desired, it may be spliced at its middle

point to another strip, or it may be made of
two pieces joined together at the middle point
behind. I propose sometimes to make this in
one way and sometimes according to the other
way, dependent somewhat upon the material
that 1 employ, for though the long pieces will
not require a very broad board, yet the shape
1s such that with a trifle broader board I can
get the two pieces from a board of one-half the
entire length. So, also, in case the long piece
should be broken in bending, it will usunally
leave at least one perfect half, which may be

| Jjoined to a similar half-length at the rear mid-
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dle point. I would have it understood, how-

ever, that the arm-piece is made broad at its
forward ends and narrow at its rear or central
portion, substantially as shown in the draw-
ings. In the drawings the forward ends are
shown to be about the same breadth as the
panel at this point; but I propose to vary this
somewhat, as cirenmstances may demand, still
maintaining it broader than the rear or cen-
tral portions. |
The top rail, G, I prefer generally to bend in
a single length extending from the dash-board

In use, however, the joints at the corners be- | clear around and back to the dash-board, as
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shown in Fig. 3; but this top rail may termi-
nate at the forward extremity of the arm-piece
and be spliced to the arm-piece at this point,
in which case the rail wonld have the appear-
ance shown in Fig. 5. Inthateventl prefer to
make the arm-picce with an extension at its
lower edge which projects forward to the dash-
board, as shown in Fig. 4. Idonot, however,
limit myself to a rail made of one piece, but,
like the arm-piece, it may be made so as to
splice at its middle point, or thereabout. The

panel D is suitably recessed into the top edge

of the arm-piece and the under side of the top

rail.

It will be observed that the arm-piece and
top rail both of them pass upon the outside ot
the longitudinal frame-piece A at the rear of
the sleigh-body, and are there snitably secured
to these frame-pieces at the closing points by
serews or any other suitable method. This
leaves the panel also entirely upon the outside
of the frame-pieces, and consequently 1 do not
only entirely avoid the usual joints at the cor-
ners of the body, but I produce a body which
is at once very light, cheap, easily made, and
yvet very durable and ornamental. 1 am en-
abled also tousenarrow boardsand the cheaper
orades of lumber. - |

In the deviceshown in Fig. 6 the extremities
of the top rail areformed with an abrupt bend;

- or, instead of so bending them, the angular ex-

tremities may be made separate and joined to
the ends of the top rail.
What I claim 1s—

v —

1. In a sleigh-body, the combination of an
arm-piece made broader at its forward ends
than at the rear or middle portion, said piece
extending from the front of the seat around
the back and then forward to the front of the
seat on the opposite side, a top rail extending
around in like manner, and a panel interposed
between the two, the said arm-piece, top rail,
and panel passing to the rear of the longitudi-
nal frame-pieces, the said arm-piece and top
rail each made in one or more pieces, substan-
tially as described.

2. Inasleigh-body,anarm-piece made broad-
er at its forward ends than at the rear or mid-
dle portion, a top rail, and an intermnediate
panel extending from the sides around the
back and outside of the longitudinal frame-
pieces, and forming the baek of the sleigh-body,
sabstantially as described. J

3. The top rail, C, made to extend from the
dash around the back and forward again to
the dash, and formed of a continuous length,
or in two lengths joined at the back, substan-
tially as deseribed. |

4. The arm-piece B, provided with projec-
tions along its lower edge, extending forward
to the dash, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES R. WILSON.

Witnesses:
-W. M. PORTER,
Hexry T. QUELCH.
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