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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JoEHN W.CARTER, & citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Brooklyn,
in the county of Kingsand State of New York,

¢ haveinvented certain new and usefullmprove-
" mentsin Tape or Braid Guides for Sewing-Ma-

chines; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in

ro theart to whieh it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to letters or figures ot
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification, |

1 This invention is 1n the nature of a device
for guiding braid, tape, and other or similar
material to be incorporated in ruffling, shir-
ring, or puffing while being formed 1n a sew-

- ing-machine. -

2o The object of the invention 1s primarily to
facilitate the incorporation in or attachment of
a piece of braid, tape, or the like to cloth or
other goods while being ruffled, shirred, or
puffed, it order to strengthen the lines of sew-

2¢ ing, to prevent pulling apart.

The invention consists in applying a slotor
slots, hole or holes, to a separator-plate of a
raffling, puffing, or shirring attachment for
sewing-machines, whereby the tape or braid

30 may be fed along with regularity in line with

the stitching or sewing, and be incorporated

with or attached to the article to strengthen
the sewing, and prevent the pulling apart or
breaking up of the shirring or pufiing, the said
3z plate being adapted toimpart more or less ten-

sion to the tape, &c., so as to properly govern

or control its feed or progression.
In the drawings, in the several figures of
which like parts are similarly designated, ¥ig-
40 urel is a perspective view of a separator-plate
adapted for attachment to the bed of the ma-
chine, while the feeder-plate is attached to the
head of the machine. But I may here remark
that I do not limit or confine my invention to
45 this class of attachments, but may apply it 1n
the separator-blade of such rufflers as havethe
said blade attached to their frames and the
frame and blade or plate carried by the head
or presser-bar of the machine. In this figure
ro the tape is shown in position. Figs. 2, 3, and

5 are top or plan views of different forms of |

| my guide. Fig. 4 is a face and partly rear

view of a piece of shirring or pufiing made in
accordance with my invention; and Fig.61sa
partly-sectional elevation of C. H. Carter’'srui- 55
fler, patented February 22, 1881, No. 253,080,
combined with my improved stay-guiding sep-
arator-blade.

The gniding separator-plate ¢ may be such
a one as is shown in United States Patent 6o
No. 234,242, granted to C. H.Carter November
9, 1880, and I apply my improvement thereto
in the shape of a slot, b, made therein in line
with the needle-hole ¢ of the machine feed-dog-
covering portion d. Through this slot 1 pass 65
a tape, braid, or equivalent strip, e, so that it
shall extend between the plate and the feed-
dogand be fed by such feed-dog simultaneously
and progressively with the cloth or goods be-
ing shirred, puffed, or rufiled, and be incorpo- 7o
rated therewith or attached thereto by the
stitching, as indicated in Fig. 4, whereby the
stitching is re-enforced and the pufiing greatly
strengthened, so as to themore perfectly resist
the tendency to rip or come apart incident to 75
the strain to which it is subjected in wearing-
apparel. |

The plate may be attached to the bed of va-
rious sewing - machines through a series of
screw-holes, f f,but I make no claim to origi- 8o
nality in this.

To increase the tension on the tape or braid,
I may make use of two or more slots, 0 0, (see
Fig. 2,) through which the tape or braid is
passed. I may also provide these plates with 35
a series of graduated slits or holes, (see b b '
b' 0?b?, Figs.2, 3, and d,) in order to adapt them
to the employment of various widths or shapes
of tapes or braid, and these slots may be in

pairsof equal length, (see Fig.2,) to secure ten- go

sion on the same width of tape,or there may
be a series of such slots of unequal lengths,
(see Fig. 5,) to admit of the use of a greater
number of widths of tape or braid, and to in-
sure tension also. 95
The separator-plates of the Toof, Johnston,
and kindred rufflers may be supplied with my
tape-slots, or they may be replaced by my im-
proved separator-plate. |
The plate ¢, having the guide slots or holes, 10>
may be used for putting on ornamental braids.
I do not in this case lay claim to my stayed
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fabric, as shown in Fig. 4, since it will form | for sewing-machines, slotted to receive and di-

subject-matter for another application. rect the material upon the goods being oper-
What I claim 18— ated upon in line with the sewing, substan-
1. A tape or braid guiding separator-plate | tially as described. | IS

g for sewing-machines, provided with a slit or In testimony whereof I affix my signature 1n
hole and combined with a ruffling, pufling, or | presence of two witnesses. |

shirring attachment to aid 1n applying a re-en- VAT
force to the cloth or goods being rumeg , putted, JOHN W. CARTER.
or shirred, substantially as described. Witnesses:

1o 2. A tape or braid guiding separator-plate CHAS. H. CARTER,

for ruffling, puffing, or shirring attachments | JOHN W. CARTER, Jr.
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