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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MELVILLE S. CHAPMAN,
ot Elkhart,in the county of Elkhart and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Barbed Fences; and I do
bereby declare that the following isa full, clear,
and exact description of theinvention, Whlch
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a par{ ot this specification. -

This invention relates to an improvement in
barbed fences, and has for its object to con-

struct a fence that will be more vigible to stock
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than the usual wire barbed fences, and there-

- by prevent the stock from running blindly
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against 1t and causing injury to themselves
from the barbs, and also be durable, inexpen-
sive, simple in consttmtlon and easy of trans-
portation.

To this end the invention cousists in eertain
improvements in the construction and arrange-
ment of parts, substantially as will be herein-
atter more fully deseribed, and particularly
pointed out in the claim, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figurelisaperspective viewof my improved
fence; I'ig. 2, a vertical sectional view, taken
through oucot the posts with theadjoiningrails
and staples; Iig. 3, a detail view, showing the
manner of connecting or joining the rails, and
Fig. 4 a detail view of one of the spurred brad-
barbs. -

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by the same letters of reference.

Reterring by letter to the drawings hereto
annexed, A designates the vertical upright
posts, which are broader at the bottom or base
than at the top, and are mounted on a Cross-
piece, B, which rests on the ground. The sides
of the post A, some distance above the ground,
are provided 'with bales or staples C C, asare
also the sides of the cross-pieces B, near the
ends thereof, through which staples are passed
diagonal braces D, which are then driven into
the ground thus secumng the post firmly in
an upright position.

| rails, diamond-shaped in cross-section, ar-

ranged in a series one above the other, and
having their edges barbed, either by driving
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in separate pointed wire pieces, the ends there- -

of that enter the wood being roughened to pre-
vent easy detachment from the rail, or double-
pointed wire pieces driven entirely through
the rail and protruding on each side, or pref-
erably, as shown in the drawings, with the up-
perandlower edges barbed with pomted pieces
of wire F, and the side edges with the flat brad
or barb G, (shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings,)
this flat barb being notched on each side to
form spurs or projecfions a« a before being
driven into the wood, to prevent the barb {rom
being easily withdrawn or becoming detached
and falling out. The rails are secared to the
post by being embedded orrestingin > -shaped
notches H in the sides of the post, to take in
one-half of the rail, a staple or loop of wire, I,

{ being bent around the latter and driven into

the post. The ends of the rails are beveled,
J,and when joined together overlap each other,
thus forming a neat and smooth joint. Ordi-
narily they are joined at their junection with
the post, when the securing-staples thereon
serve also to keep the ends of the rails to-
gether; but it is sometimes eonvenilent to join
them at other points between the posts, in
which case I provide one beveled end with an
upward-projecting barb, K, which enters the

| beveled end of the other rail, and. in conjunc-

tion with a collar,L., which is slipped over the

janetion of the rails, prevents lateral displace-

ment.

By reference to the above description, taken
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the advantages of my invention will be
readily understood.

My fence is simple in construetion, durable,
not liable to get out of order, and easy to re-
pair, and the barbs on the side, or even the
top or bottom edges, may be omitted with-
out materially changing the character of my
invention, the sharp edges of the rails them-
selves serving the purpose of a barb; or, on
the other hand, the edges and sides of the posts

E designates the horizontal wooden fence- | may be barbed.
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Having thus described my invention, what 1 In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 10
claim as new and useful, and desire to secure | my own I have hereto affixed iny signature in

by Letters IPatent of the United States, is— | presence of two witnesses.
As an 1mprovement in barbed fences, the
‘5 combination, with the upright posts A, hav- | MELVILLE S. CHAPMAN.

ing > -shaped notches in one side, of the rails
F, fitting in said notches, and provided at their Witnesses:

extreme edges with metallic barbs, as and for D. N. LET1SB,

the purpose set forth. | CHAS. S. BURHAUS.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

