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- UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

SMITH THOMPSON, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ASSIGNOR
OF FOUR-FIFTHS TO CYRUS C. TURNER, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AND
THOMAS TURNER, OF MOUNT STERLING, KENTUCKY.

BILL-FILE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 246,572, dated August 30, 188l.
Application ﬁledJ&ﬁuary 6, 1881. (Model.) |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SMITH THOMPSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, have 1n-

5 ventedcertainnewand useful Improvementsin
File-Holders; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to-be a full, clear, and exact description
of the 1nvention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to make

1o and use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, and to letters or figures
of reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.
This invention is an improvement on bill-
15 files, for which Letters Patent of the United
States were granted to me February 26, 1878,
and numbered 200,675; and it consists in the
construction and arrangement of the several
parts hereinafter fully described, and speciti-
20 cally pointed out in the claims. |
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tion, Kig, 2 an end elevation, and Fig. 3 a de-
tail view, ot a bill-file containing my improve-
ments. |
25« 18 the outer casing, and b 1s the 1nner cas-
ing, both constructed substantially as the outer
and inner casings in my former patent.
¢ is an adjustable compressor placed with-
in the inner casing. It is supported by the
side bar,¢’. The compressor and the side bars
are so arranged that they form a frame which
slides snugly into the inner casing, as shown.
The side bars are provided with alongitudinal
slot, ¢, which fits over a pin or stud, d, pro-
35 jecting from the side of the casing . The in-
ner end of this pin and the slot ¢ may be cov-
ered by a shield, ¢, arranged on the inner side
of the side bar, as shown in Fig. 3. The side
bars, being made of thin metal, will slide into
or out of the casing without interfering with
the inclosed files. This compressor is adjust-
able to or from the bottom of the casing, as
shownin Fig. 1, and can be set to hold a larger
or smaller number of files, as may be desired.
45 The side bars will turn on their pivots d, and
their inner ends may be pressed against the
top, bottom, or ends of the casing, and thus
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| The compressor may be set at the position

marked «, Fig. 1, where it will serve as a fal- 50
crum or support for the files when the latter
are being examined. This compressor is not
adjusted by being moved laterally through the
casing, but it is adjusted by means ot a slid-
ing and rotating movement on a fixed pin, S0 55
thatit can e moved horizontally or vertically
to adapt it to hold larger or smaller bundles
of or longer or shorter files. |

e is the bolt for fastening the casing b in
the casing a. It is fixed on the inner end of 6o
a pin, ¢/, which passes through the front or
outer wall of the inner casing. Itisarranged
at the outer lower end of the casing, and so
that its end may be turned down through a
small slot in the bottom of said casing and be- 65
hind the rim or lip a/, formed on the outer cas-
ing,a. On the outer end of the pin ¢ there 1s
fixed a suitablelip or flange, to which is hinged

a lug, ¢, which extends downward to and

slightly laps over the rim a’ on the outer cas- 7o
ing. The bolt e can be turned by turning the
lug €%, and the inner casing be locked or un-
locked, as may be desired..

f1is a small lock fixed on the inner side of
and near the lower end of the lug ¢*. A suit- 75
able key-hole is provided in the lug ¢% and the
lug is fastened by turning the bolt of the lock:
down behind a lip or other suitable retaining
means on the lower rim of the inner casing,
thereby locking the said inner casing so that 8o
it cannot be removed without the aid of the
key /. When the lug fis locked in position
shown and described it cannot be raised and
used to draw the.bolt e, so that it will be seen
the locking of the two casings together is ren- 85
dered secure. When unlocked the lug and
lock turn outward together, and by them the
bolt e is turned and the casing b drawn out of
the casing «. _ﬁ

Having described my invention,whatIclaim, go

and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a bill -file, a compressor supported on
an arm or arms slotted and held and rotating
on a pin on the inner side of the casing, and
adjustable, substantially as and for the pur- 95

lock the compressor in any desired position. | poses set forth.
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2. In a bill-file, the combination of an onter |

casing and an 1nner removable casing, with a
hingedlugfixed totheouterendof theinnercas-
ing, and alock, f, fixed tothe lug,and arranged
so that when the lug is dropped down against
the face of the bill-file the bolt of the lock may

be thrown out and engage a suitably-arranged-
lip or projection and lock the two casings se-

curely together, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the casing a, of the
bolt ¢, placed on the inner side of the front
end, and arranged to turn down through a
slot 1n the bottom of the inner casing and be-

hind a lip on the bottom of the outer casing,

246,572

the hinged lug ¢€?, placed on the outer end of 13

the inner casing, and connected with the bolt
¢ by a suitable pin put through the end wall
of the inner case, and the lock £, fixed on the
rear or inner side of the lug €2, all arranged

so that the two casings may be locked together, 2o

substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses, on this 5th day of

January, 1881.
SMITH THOMPSON.

Witnesses:
L. C. YoUNG,
JNO. BOWLES.
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