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Lo all whom 1t may concern : |

Be it known that we, EDWARD B. PHELPS
and ANDREW PARTRIDGE, citizens of the
United States, residing at Springfield, in the
counly of Hampden and State of Massachu-
setts, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment 1n Musie-Holders, of shich the following
1S a specification. |

This invention relates to a device to be used
in connection with the music-stand of that class
of musical instrument—such as the piano and
organ—having the stand a permanent part of
its structure; and the object of the invention
18 to provide an easy and sure means of retain-
ing the open leaves of a book or sheet of music
resting on the stand in their proper position,
and this we accomplish by the mechanism
1llustrated 1n the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure lisa plan view ot the entire machine;
Kig., II a front elevation of the same, and I‘lo
11T a sectlon upon the line x 2 ot Fig. I.

B is the base-piece, formed to fit &,nuﬂ'l) 1n
the space between the bottom of the rack and
the rim or cleat, usually depended upon to pre-
vent the open leaves of music from having any
movement. The base, being made flat beneath
to conform throughout 1ts whole extent to the
surface upon which 1t rests, is also flattened

ouard D. " The slide C is held i) ways to its
beat upon the part B, so that its track, when
moving, shall Dbe duectl,y across the base B,
and it 1s provided with a clamp-screw, ¢, as A
means of securing 1t 1n the required position.

To the slide C is secured the guard 1), of
sach configuration as to come against the outer
surface of the leaves of an open book or folio |
having its back resting upon the music-rack
or holder of the instrument. The gnard D
bears against said open leaves near the lower
edgeofthesame,andextendsentirely,ornearly
entirely, their whole width, and, while offering
no obstacle to their manual movement, effectu-
ally prevents a draft of air, the elasticity of
the binding, or other causes from operating to
move the leaves against which it comes. The
adjustability of the guard D by means of its
slide C enables it to be moved to retain flatly
spread the open leaves of the thickest musiec-
book or thinnest sheet-music. | N

In order that the entire device may retain
its position where placed upon the instraument |

without recourse to any means of a,tmchment
thereto, and in order that the base B may
have sufficient stability to enable the guard D,

55

forminga partofit, to maintain properly spr ea,d |

out the stiffest music-book, we heavily weight
the base B, preferably by forming it of metal,
and, to prevent possible injury to the polished
wooden surface, cover the entire metal base
with a soft material, such as velvet or felt.

The whole device thus constructed is simple

and effective toovercome the difficulty hereto-
fore experienced by musicians of keeping a
book or folio of music open while asing both
hands upon the key-board, and it can be placed
or removed at plt,abure without the slightest
risk of injury to the instrument, as owing to
the covering no hard surface comes in contact
with the mbtrumem nor 1s it necessary to
break its surface at any point to afford any
means of attachment.

In practice we form the slide C, as shown in
the drawings, to have its ends move between
the correspondingstraightedges ofgmdesHH
secured by screws to the part B, and a Llamp
screw, ¢, having its stem pass through the open
slot d of the slide, serves to bind the slide in
the required posnlon

The guard D is formed of a single mre, hav-
ing its ends secured to the slide b and of con-
figuration to have its bearing portion present,
as shown 1 the plan view, a straight edge to
correspond to the surface of the outstretched
music, while its profile, as seen in Iig. II,
shows a depression in the center and opposite

‘the point where the leaves of music having

their hinge have least play, and an 11}011116{1
plane upon each end to lead the leaves easily
over the goard when turned by hand.
Having described our invention, what we
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 15—

Thecombination,witha weighted baseadapt-
ed torest at the bottom of the music-rack of a
key-board instrument, of the adjustable guard
adapted to be moved upon the base and held
thereto to bear against and hold the exposed
leaves of music books or folios resting against

the rack,substantially asshown and deseribed. .

EDWARD B. PHELPS.
ANDREW PARTRIDGE.
Witnesses:
R. F. HYDE,
T. M. BROWN,
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