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To all whom it may coneern :

Be it known that I, ANDREW I'. PARKER, a
citizen of the United States, resident at Mid-
dletown, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Center-Boards; and I
dohereby declare the following tobeafull, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing, and
to letters or figures of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

The drawing is a representation of a sec-
tional view. .

This invention relates to improvements in
center-boards for vessels.

The object of the invention is to prevent

leakage and to enable a vessel to lie closer to

the wind. - |

The invention consists in a center-board ar-
ranged as hereinafter described, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claim. |

In the annexed drawing, A is the well, se-
cured to the bottom, as usual, but having a
closed top, a, with hole ¢’ for the rope to work
the board. | |

B 1s the center-board, having c¢urved rear
end, b, straight bottom 0/, nearly straight front
end, %, and rounded corners b3, a strip of metal
ranning around the edge, as shown. This cen-
ter-board 1s placed in the well and attached
to the closed top by the links or rods C (.

Two eyes, ¢ ¢/, are secured to the under side
of the top a, and about a third of the length
apart. Two others, d d/, are secured to the top

‘rod or chain may be used.

‘of the board, apart a little more than half the

distance between eyes ¢ ¢/, though the precise
distance apart of the eyes in each pair is not
material, except that those on the board shall
be closer than the other two. Rod C is loosely
connected to eyes ¢ d, aud rod (¥ to eyes ¢’ d'.
This allows the board to come up snug inside
10 the well, the rods C C’lying up between the
top of the board and that of the well.

D is the rope for operating the board, lead-
ing from the heel up through the holea’; ora
The board, when
necessary, 18 allowed to drop the different
lengths of the rods C C/, allowing it to come
Into position for use. The construction indi-
cated avolds the use of a bolt where a leak

would be made, and also gives more board for-

ward, so that a vessel can lie ¢loser to the wind.

When the board is hoisted nearly up, its bot-
tom edge comes in line with the keel, which
gives a continuous keel fore-and-aft to sea-go-
ing vessels.

I elaim— -

In a vessel, the closed well A, having its top
a provided with the opening «’, in combination
with the center-board B, connected to the top
@ by the links or rods C C/, of unequal length,
and pivoted tothe center-board at points nearer
together than the points of attachment to the
top a, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignatuare in

presence of two witnesses.
ANDREW F. PARKER.

Witnesses: |
WILBUR A. MoTT,

GEORGE M. BRODHEAD.,
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