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To all whom 1t may concern :

Be 1t known that I, THoMAS KELLY, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented certain useful Improvement‘s in Album-
Clasps, of which thefollowingis a specification.

The object of my inv entlon 1s to furnish al-
bums with extensible elasps, so that when the
books become stretched by being filled the
claspscan belengthened tocorr eqpond instead
of becoming useless, as is usually the case.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a face view of the clasp as applied to an album.
FFig. 2 1s a cross-section on line # 2 of Fig. 1,
and Fig. 3 shows the clasp in extended form

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. |

A A are plates attached to the covers B B
of the album, as usnal, to one of which plates
the clasp C 1s hinged, W hile the other is fitted
with the pin « for enganement by the clasp.
The clasp C may be of any desired form or de-
sign, and is fitted atitsouter end with a catch-
p1eee, b, that 1s attached by a pin or rivet, c.
The catch b,as shown,1s simplya strip of metal
cut In Smtab]e form, and apertured at its ends
for taking over the pin @. The rivet ¢ is ap-

plied neareroneend of the cateh than the other,

soastoobtainalonger and ashorter end, e1ther
of which may be used, as required. When the

album 1s empty or partially filled the shorter 3o

end of the cateh is used, and the album’ thus
kept tightly closed. A.s 1t becomes stretched
and the clasp becomes too short the cateh will
be turned and the longer end used, as illus-
trated in Ifig. 2.

If desu"ed the catch-piece b may be made
with three and four arms, SO as to obtain in-

-termediate adjustment, or a pivoted disk with

apertures in acircle eccentric to the pivot-pin
may be used.
Ifig. 4 shows a four-armed cateh of the char-

acter named,

I am aware that it is not new to provide a
belt-clasp with a pivoted cateh, or to combine
extensible plates with an albume-clasp having
an eccentrically-slotted disk adapted to levolve
upon 2 central axis; but

What I claim as new and of my 11went10n
1S—

The combination, with the hinged clasp C,

of the metallic mtch strip 0, apertured at 1ts
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ends, the rivet ¢, applied nearer one end than -

the oppomte one, and the plates or clips A A,
as and for the purpose specified.
THOMAS KELLY.
Witnesses: | |
GEO. D. WALKER,
C. SEDGWICK.
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