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To all wwhom 1t may concern :

Be it known that I, FREDERIC LUPHRAT
of New York, State of New York, bave in-
vented certain new and useful Impmvements
1n Shoes; and I do hereby declare that the
following 1s a full, clear, and exaet desceription
of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, which form a
part of this specification, and in which—

FFigure 1 is a perspective view of a gaiter
embodying my improvement. Iig. 21s a per-
spective view of the spring shown in Fig. 1
detached.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts 1n all the figures.

The nature of my improvement consists in
providing a gaiter or other shoe with a nar-
row spring, whichis formed with enlarged ends
andinserted between the leatherand the lining
of the upper,and adapted toembrace and clasp
the ankle, and thus hold the shoe firmly in
place upon the foot without the use of laces,
buttons, or other fastening devices, said en-

larged ends of the spring being at the edges of |

the flaps of the upper, as hereinafter described.

In the drawings, A represents a gaiter, and
B the clamping-spring, which, 1t will be seen,
is situated between the leather ¢ and lining b,
around the upper part or opening of the gaiter.
This spring, which may be of steel, brass, or
other suitable metal,isabout half an inch wide,
withitstwoendsgraduallyinereasingin width,

as shown at B/, forming fiat wings, the edges |
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| of which meet or slightly overlap one another
af the front of the npper, as shown.

It will be seen that this spring is bent so as
to conforim to the shape of the ankle. The en-
larged ends B/ of the spring present to the foot
larger bearing-surfaces than would the ends of
a spring made of the same width throughout
its entire length. Said ends, being flat and
broad, do not injure the foot, and also they
serve to more effectively close the entire open-
ing at the front of the shoe, which could not
be accomplished with nalrow ends.

1t will be understood that 1t 1s not deswahle
to make the body of the spring as wide as its
ends, since 1f so made 1t wonld not fit the an-
kle as well as a narrow spring, and hence 1
provide the narrow spring with enlarged ends.
These enlarged ends also stiffen the flaps at
their edges, and in practice will be found ex-
tremely desirable. |

What I claim is— |

The combination, with a shoe,of the narrow
spring B, secured at the top of the shoe be-
tween the outer leather and its lining, and
formed with the enlarged ends B‘, which are
arranged at the edges of the flaps, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two withesses.

FREDERIC EUPHRAT.

Witnesses:
Coas. L. MEAD,

WARREN BRADY.
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