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Be it known that I, JOEN DE PEW, a citizen
of the United States of America, residing at
Wharton, in the county of Wyandot and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Methods and Tools for Liock-
ing and Releasing Nuts; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters or figures of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

The object of this invention is to enable or-
dinary nuts to be locked with great facility and
security without the use of specially-construct-
ed locks, and to be readily released when de-
sired.

It consists in a novel tool for locking and re-
leasing nuts, as will be hereinafter fully de-
seribed.

In the accompanying draswings, Figure 1 18
a perspective view of my improved nut locking
and releasing tool. Fig. 2 illustrates the man-
ner of using the tool in locking a nut. Iig. 3
is a perspective view of a nut locked in posi-
tion. IFig. 4 illustrates the manner of using
the tool in releasing a nut.

Theletter Aindicates a tempered steel punch,
having one end beveled to an edge, as shown
at a, the beveled face being transversely con-
vex and the edge consequently curved or its
center advanced. The opposite end of the
punch is flat, to form a driving-head, as shown
at b, to receive the blow of a hammer when the
tool is applied to use, as shown in Fig. 2.

The letter C designates a tempered steel
cross-bar secured to the punch at a short dis-
tance from its head, its ends being tlattened, as
shown at ¢, for use in crushing or drwmﬁ' down

- the spurs or projections raised by the punch

and to receive the blows of a hammer when be-
ing used for this purpose, as shown in Fig. 4.
My invention is intended mainly for use 1n

securing the nuts applied to bolts in agricul-

tural machmery railway-joints, and carriages,

where they are subJected to continual jarring, |

which tends to loosen them, buf, of course, may
be used wherever a nut is screwed up against
a metallic surface, as will presently appear.
After a bolt has been set in proper position,
and anutscrewedup tightly nponitandagainst
a metallic surface, the tool is placed with 1ts
edge o upon such metallic surface immediately

Dbehind and close to one of the sides of the nut,

and its head is then struck a sharp blow With
a hammer. The tool being held in a more or
less inclined position, as shown, that portion

50
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of the metallic surface directly in advance of 6o

its edge will be raised in the form of a spur, as
shown in Fig. 3, and jammed against the side
of the nut, thus standing directly.in its path
and effectnally preventing any backward move-
ment of said nut. A veryslight spur or eleva-
tion of the metallic surface will usnally have
the desired effect; butin the case of large nuts
on heavy machinery such spurs may be driven
against two or more sides of the nuts.
" In releasing a nut the eross-bar C is brought
into use, one of its ends being placed square]y
upon the spur or elevation raised by the punch,
as shown in Ifig. 4, and 1its other end bemg
struck by a hammer Wlth sufficient force to flat-
ten said spur or elevation flush with the sur-
face from which it was raised, the cavity formed
by the punch facilitating the flattening and be-
ing closed or filled by the spur or elevatmn as
it 1s forced down.

The punch serves as a handle, by which the
cross-bar is held in position when used for re-
leasing nuts in full view of the user, and the

cross-bar may, in turn, serve as a handle for

the punch.

What I claim 18—

The nut locking and releasing tool consist-
ing of the punch A, provided with the cross-
bar C near its head, and baving a metal up-
setting edge, as descubed

In test1mony whereof I affix my signature 1n
presence of two witnesses,

JOHN DH PEW,

Witnesses :
W. B. HALE,
SAML. REED,
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