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To all whom 1t may concern :

Be it known that we, JAMES CHASE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Roches-
ter, Monroe county, New York, and HERBERT
G. CHASE, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Fitehburg, Worcester county, Massa-
chusetts, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Cases for Spectacles, of which
the following is a specification.

The Obj@@t of our inventionis toimprove the
form and construction of metallic cases for
spectacles so as to impart to them an inereased
strength and durability with a neat, inexpen-
sive jllllbh, and at the same time render the
case better adapted to fulfill the purposes for
which 1t 1s intended.

To this end our invention consists in forn-
1ng a spectacle-case with a permanently-closed
portion that serves as a handle by which to
hold the case when opening or closing a lid
that is hinged on one side of the open portion
thereof; also, In providing a longitudinal

arched ridge or corrugation in both the perma-

nent and hinged portions of the cover, which
thus forms a recess on the i1nner side of-the
case for the reception of the temple-bows, and
atfords a bearing for the fingers in opening or
closing the hinged lid; .:LlSO in forming the
cover with a transverse rib or ribs that conceal
the joint and render a fine finish unnecessary;
and, further, in providing the base or bottom
of the case with a curved surface having longi-
tudinal ribs and corresponding depressions on
the inner surface, that afiords a firm seat at
each side for supporting the spectacle-frame,
anel, together with the interior recess in the
cover, serves to hold the spectacles firmly in

position and prevent springing or injarious

setting of the frame.

The invention is fully illustrated 1n the an-
pexed drawings, in which Figure 1 1s a view
showing the manner of hOldl[lﬂ‘ the case when
opening or closing the hmged portion of the
cover. Ifig, 21s a view of the case with the
lid open to show the spectacles 1n position.
Fig. 3 is a bottom-plan view, and Iig. 4 1s a

~ central transverse section.

Like letters indicate like parts in the several
Views. |

!

]

| ing the spectacles.

The spectacle-case is formed of any saitable
metal that is capable of being struck up or
swaged into the form shown in the drawings;
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and it consists of a permanently-closed por--

tion, A, at one end, and an open portion, B,
at the other, through which the spectacles are
introduced and removed. At one side of ‘nhe
open portion is hinged a lid, C.
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Extending from end to end of the cover -

through its fixed and hinged portions is a con-
xexlonnitudiuallg a.l(,hedridgeorcormmtion,
a, that gradually rises from the ends of the
cover and is higher in the center. On each
side of this ridge the cover is concaved in such
a manner as to impart a neat appearance to
the case, and by forming a corresponding con-
vexity on the inner surface of the cover affords

assistance and guidance to the temple-arms or -

6o

spectacle-bows in their tendency to spring up '

within the recess a’ on the inner or reverse side
of the ridge a. While in this situation the
normal shape and curvature of the temple-
bows is preserved without impairment from
undue pressure, and all liability of injury from
becoming sprung or thrown out of line with
each oter whilein the case is thus effectually
prevented.

On the under exterior surface of the case are
parallel ribs b b, that form corresponding
grooves or deprebSlons b' V', for the reception
of the nose-bridge and 1ts protectlon from 1n-
Jmlous pressure while infroducing or remov-
The under p0rt1011 of the
case is curved from side to side and depressed
in its central line, as shown 1n Ifig. 4, 1n such
a2 manner as to iorm a suitable seat, ¢, on each
side for the support of the {frames of the lenses.
It is also curved at each end to form a stop or
bearing, ¢/, for the ends of the temple-bows,
and thus prevent the spectacle-frame from slip-
ping lengthwise1n the case.

1t Wlll be observed that the lenses are thus
held from contact with the usual lining, d, and
therefore are not liable to collect the dust and
lint that gather on the fabric employed. This
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construction of the lower portion of the case g5

also imparts increased strength and firmness.
At each side of the open portlon of the case

| is a vertical flange or rim, ¢, which gradually -
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tapers at the end of the case, and 1s a continu-
ation of the rim that forms the side ot the case.
This flange 1s cat away or recessed at ¢’ ¢/, and
at the lower part of these recesses are secured
the hinges f 7, by which the lid C is attached.
The Iid in closing covers an arched flange, ¢,
on the fixed portion of the case-cover, but 1s
prevented by the vertical lange nearthe hinges
from closing completely until suitable pressure
withthe finger isapplied on thesideof theridge
a, S0 as to force the lid toward and over the ver-
tical flange at the side of the case opposite the
hinges. The back-pressure of the flange b on
the lid against the flange ¢ securely locks the
case. The same pressure upon the ridge a is
also required in opening the lid, which may
then be raised by means of the noteh /. The
edge of the lid when closed rests against the
side of a transverse rib, ¢, that is formed on
the fixed portion of the cover, and which not
only gives a finished appearance to the case
and serves to conceal the joint formed by the
edge of the lid, but also braces the Iid laterally
and imparts an 1ncreased strength to the case.
A similartransverse rib, ', may be tormed upon
the lid C, if desired. These transverse ribs
also act as frictional stops to prevent the case
from slipping {from the pocket. |

By means of this spectacle-case the frame of
the spectacles 1s supported and held 10 place
in such a maununer as to protect it, as well as
the lenses, from pressure at all points, the in-
trinsicadvantagesoftherigid material of which
the caseis preferably composed being utilized
in the arched form and other pecualiarities of
structure that impart duarability and finish
while adapting the case more perfectly to its
special uses, as hereinbefore specified.

Having thus described oar invention, what
we clanm as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A metallic spectacle - case permanently
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closed at one end that serves as a handle, hav-
ing an open portion, to one side of which 1s

attached a hinged lid, and provided with a 45

| convex longitudinally-arched ridge or bearing
that extends throughout the cover and forms

a recess on its inner side for the reception of
the temple-bows, substantially as specified.

2. A metallic spectacle-case having a base
carved transversely, and also curved at the
ends, as set forth, and provided with longitudi-
nalribs, forming interior recesses toreceive the
spectacle-frame and afford a seatfor the same
to hold the lenses from contact with the case-
lining, substantially as set forth.

5. A metallie spectacle -case having a per-
manent cover with a hinged lid attached to
one side of the open end thercof, said cover
being arched longitudinally and provided with
a transverse rib or ribs that couceal the joint
and 1mpart strength and fimish to the case,
substantially as described.

4. In a metallie spectacle-case, the combipa-
tion, with the permanently-closed portion A,
uncovered portion B, and lid C, hinged to one
side of said open portion, of the vertical lange
or rim e, arched flange ¢, and transverse rib
t, whereby the lid is securely locked and the
joint concealed, substantially as shown and
described.

In testimony whercof we have hereunto set

our hands in the presence of two subseribing.

wltnesses.
JAMES CHASE.
HERBERT . CHASLE.

Witnesses to signature of Jas. Chase:
ALBERT H. NORRIS,
J. A. RUTHERFORD.

Witnesses to the signature of Herbert .
Chase:
CHAS. S. HAYDEN,
K. G. DWYER.
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