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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORG BIRKMANN, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements

cation.

This invention has reference to an improved |
construction of trunks, which is designed

mainly with a view to dispense with exterior
hinges and impart to the trunk a greater de-
gree of strength and safety, as any tampering

with the hinges and opening of the trunk are |

prevented.

The invention consists of a trunk the lid of
which is hinged to the body by means of in-

terior bracket- plates attached to the corners
of the 1lid. The bracket-plates are guided by
arc-shaped slots on projecting pins of upward-
ly-extending side plates of the body of the
trunk. The slotted bracket-platesare notched
at the rear edge, so as to bind on fixed lower
pins of the interior side plates when the lid 1s
closed. In connection with thisinterior hinge-

connection of the lid, rear and front fastening:

devices are employed, by which the lid is firmly
locked to the body.

In the accompanying drawings, Iigure 1
represents a perspective view of myimproved
trank, shown with the lid in open position.
Fig, 2 is a vertical transverse section of the
same, and Figs. 3 and 4 are respectively a side
view and a perspective view of the side-plate
of the body and bracket-plate ot the lid.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A in the drawings represents the body, and
B the lid or cover, of my improved trunk.

To the inside of each rear corner of the lid
B is applied a bracket-plate, C, which is, how-
ever, so secured as to be a short distance from
the inner surface of the side wall of the lid, to
give room for a side plate, D, which is attached
to each side wall of the body A, close to the
rear wall thereof. The bracket-plates C are

extended downward, so as to pass sidewise of

the side plates, D, the bracket-plates O being
connected to the latter by an arc-shaped slot,
a, which is guided on a fixed inwardly-pro-
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~away the trunks when not in use.

gnide the lid when it is thrown into open or
closed position and retain it when the pins

have arrived at the lower ends of the guide-

slots in entirely open position. The slotted
wings of the bracket-plates C are provided at
their rear edge with recesses d, which fit to
projecting pins d’ of the side plates, D, said
pins being arranged close to the rear corners
of the trunk. On closing the lid the recesses
of the bracket-plates bind on the pins d, and
retain thus the 1lid firmly in position on the
body. In addition to these retaining devices
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a binding-plate, e, and shouldere’ are arranged

at the rear wall of the trunk and lid, respect-
ively, while the front part of the lid B is locked
to the front part of the body A by a lock,
which throws, by the turning of the key,
properly-guided bolts f in opposite direction,

said bolts serving to engage recessed corner

and intermediate hasp-plates f/ of the lid, so
as to secure the same simultaneously at four
points by one and the same tarn of the key.
As thelid is furthermore connected to the body

at three points of the rear wall it is altogether

fastened at seven different points, and thus se-
cured in a most effective and reliable manner.

As neither the springs nor the locking de-
vices can be tampered with from the outside
of the trunk a more reliable trunk construc-
tion is furnished. As the connecting-brack-
ets retain the lid also firmly in open position
the usual woven straps employed for holding
the lid may be dispensed with. As exterior
hinges are done away with, there is.less lia-
bility for the trunk to get out of order. Lastly,
the bracket-plates connecting the lid with the
plates of the body of the trunk permit the
ready separation of the lid from the body in
case it should be desired, for the sake of con-
venience in packing or unpacking or storing
The con-
necting parts are screwed onto the lid and

body. Consequently norecessing is necessary.

Having thus described myinvention,l claim
asnew and desire to secare by Letters Patent—
1. As an improvement in trunks, the coms-
bination of the body A, having side corner-
plates, D, and guide - pins b, with bracket-

jecting pin, b, of the side plate, D, so as to | plates O of the lid B, said bracket-plates being
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2 246,364
connected by arc-shaped guide-slots « with | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
the pins of the side plates, D, substantially as | my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
and for the purpose set forth. ence of two witnesses, this 11th day of June,
2. As an improvement in tranks, the com- | 1881.
5 bination, with the body A, having side corner- . L o f
plates, D, provided with guide-pins b and | GEORG BIRKMANN.
binding-pins d’below the former, with bracket- |  Witnesses:
plates C of the lid B, said bracket-plates hav- PAUTL GOEPEL,
ing arc-shaped guide-slots « and recesses d, CARL KARP.
1o substantially as set forth.
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