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To all whom 1t may concern :

Be 1t known that I, Leo I, WISE, a citizen
of the United States of America, residing at
Baltimore, in the county of Baltimoreand State
of Maryland, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Shirts; and I do here-
by declare the following to be A fall ,clear, and
exact description of the invention, :anch as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-

mgs, and to the letters or figures of reference !

marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

‘The object of my invention is to provide an

improved means of strengthening the slits of
shirts and parts where gussets are usnally ap-
plied, particularly the slit in the back from the
neckbaud down, where there 1s great liability
to tear, and also the slit in the sleeves at the
wrists or cuff-bands.
. In the drawings hereto annexed, Figure 1is
a view of the back of a shirt, showing my im-
provement. Iig.2shows the stayorstrength-
ening piece. Iig. 3 1s a view of the same,
showing a modification. Ifig. 4 is a view of
the same, with the parts partially folded to the
position they are designed to occupy. Iig. b
Is & view of the shirt-back as it appears with-
out the stay-piece.

The letter A designates tlie body ot a shirt,
the opening or slit b in the back of which is
spread apart to show the application of my im-
provement, which consists of the attached
piece C,of certain peculiar shape and arrange-
ment, The piece U is shown in Fig. 2 just as
cat out by the pattern. The lowerend of this
plece has a narrow point, d, which is a con-
tinuation or extension along or at one side of
the piece, and constitutes, when properly fold-
ed, arranged, and sewed to its position, the
StﬂY, and serves to strengthen the parts. The
width of this pointis less than half that of the
pilece at its broadest part, by which a terminus
having a broader and shorter point, ¢, may be
formed; or, instead of being pomtud this ter-
minus IJl"W"' be straight in & direction at right
angles to the length of the piece, as shown at
¢/ 1In Kig. 5. Thus the shape of this terminus

1s immaterial, as long as it extends on the out-
side beyond the point of joinder.

I'ig. 5 shows the slit at the back of the shirt

-as 1t 18 plewous to the attachment of the stay.

The piece C is folded down its length along
the dotted line shown in Fig. 2, whereby one
edge, d’, of the piece, equal to the width of the
stay-point, is doubled back against the side, as
partially indicated in Iig. 4. The stay-piece
is now ready to be attached to tbe shirt. The
edge f of the outer or Hap part overlaps the
“OOdb of onesideof theslit,and issewed there-
to on the outer side, whlle the edge d’, which
18 folded or doubled back, 1s sew e{l duect]y to
the edge ¢ of the slit on the inner side.
stay- pomt d, which has been arranged to come
af the point of joinder of the two edges ¢ and
i, which constitute the back-slit, is folded up
toward the main partof the piece, as partially
Indicated 1n IFig, 4. It is then sewed to the
outer side of the edge 2, which constitutes the
under or inside lap of the slit. Thus the stay-
piece takes the place of the ordinary gusset,

and 1s much better than the latter, because 113_

1scontinnouson both sidesof the lap and across
the point of joinder. It is also much better
than a gusset, and better even than a mere
continuous piece extending on both sides of
the lapand across the point of joinder, because
integral with the piece, which thus extends
across the point of joinder, and up both sides
of the lap is the outer or flap part, and the ter-
minus of this partalso servestostrengthen the
parts.

It will be understood this stay-piece is alike
adapted to any slit where the edges or sides

can be arranged to overlap, as thb back-slitor
the slit in the sleeves at the wrists.

Having described myinvention, I elaim and
desire to secure by Letters Patentof the United
States—

1. In a shirt, the hel ein-described c¢ombined
fiap-piece and stﬂ,y for the slits at the neck or
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in the sleeves at the wrists, consisting of a

straight piece, C, having parallel ednes d’ and
7, and provided At one end with the btay point
d, of less width than the straight piece, as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. The herein - described improvement in
means for strengthening the slits of shirts,
consisting of an outer flap part, C, attached to
the shirt at one side of the slit, and which cov-

| ers or overlaps the slit on each side, and hav-
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ing one edge, d/, folded or doubled back in- | stay-point, d, which extends across the pomnt

wardly,and said edge provided at one end with | of joinder of the outer flap and one edge of the

a stay-point, d, whichisfolded up at the joinder | slit, and a terminus, ¢, at the end of the outer

of the twoedges of the slitand stitched against | flap, which extends beyond the point of joinder 15
¢ the outer side of the under edge thereof, as set | aforesaid, as set forth.

forth. In testimony whereof I affix my signature
3. A shirt having the slit at the neck or in | in presence of two witnesses,
the sleevesat the wrists provided withanouter LEO H. WISEL.
flap part, which covers or overlaps the slit on Witnesses:
1o each side, and one edge of which 1s folded or CHAS. B. MANN,

doubled back inwardly and provided with a JOSHUA M. MYERS.
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