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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

JOHN WESLEY MEAKER, OF AUBURN, NEW YORK.

'_PO_CKET-'BOQK ‘OR WALLET.

SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No., 246, 179 ‘dated August 23, 1881,
| A.pphmtmn ﬁlud July 12 1&81 (\Tﬂ mﬂdel)

To all whom it ma J CONCErN :

Be it known that 1, JOIN W. I\’IEAILER, of
Auburn, in the State of New York, have 1in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements

in Pocket-Books or Wallets; and 1 do hereby
declare that the following 1s a full, ¢clear, and

exact description thelem‘_._ ILIBI"UIB{:‘, bemg had

to thie accompanying drawings, and to the let-

ters of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this spectfication.

This invention relates’ to pucket - books or
wallets having a compartment intended as a
receptacle for coin, constructed on the prinet-

ple set forth in Letters Patent No. 225,993,

oranted to wme under date of March 30, 1330 ;
and it consistsin the improvements heremn de-
scribed and claimed.

In this invention the coin -receptacle 1s a
drawer, and the present improvements relate
more directly to the construction of the drawer,
to its surroundiug case, to 1ts arrangement in
the book, and to its fastening devices.

The object of the Invention 1s to make the
article as & whole more convenient, beautiful,
and duarable, and the fasténing for. the coin-
receptacle more certain and rehiable in its ac-
tion. |

In the drawings, Iigure 1 is an end view of.

the pocket-book or wallet containing my im-
provements. ig. 2 18 a perSpe.ctiv'e view of
the same in horizontal position- and with the
coin-drawer open. I'le. 31s a central trans-
verse section of the coin-drawer and its sur-
rounding rigid case. I'ig. 418 a longitudinal
section of the pocket-book or wallet (wanting
the outside pockets) vertical to the same when

held in a horizontal position. Iig. 518 acen-

tral vertical section of the outermost drawer
end detached, together with a part of the ro-
tating lock - bar. Ifig. 61s the metal part of
sald drawer end, both in elevation and section,
detached. T'ig.7 showsthe ornamental or fin-
ishing part of bdld drawer end, both 1n eleve

tion and section, detached., Fig. 8 is a view
of the closed end of the case 1n which the
drawer rans before the leatlhier or the orna-
mental part is affixed thereto. Ifig.9isaper-
spective view of the case and dmwel bottom
up, the latter being partly open, and the for-

tion.

p:«,u‘ts of the locking mechanism thereto sev-
erally attached. Iig.101s a perspective view
of the drawer- catchaml neighboring parts, en-
larged. TFig. 11 is a IOI]“Itudll’ld] “section of
the tube when the pochet book or wallet 1s g3
held 1n a horizontal position, showing the tor-

sion-spring, the rotating bar carrying t,he catch

and ring, and the fixed tubular bearing of the

‘bar, together with the radial holes and their

contained Dballs. Fig. 12 is a transverse sec¢- 6o
tion of Ifig. 11 through 12 12. Ifig. 13 18 a
transverse section of Iig. 11 through 13 13.

Iig. 14 1s a perspective view of the portion of
the fastening devices that are fixed within the
i shellof the pocket-bouk or wallet, being a modi- 6¢
Mieation in which the stop is applied to the

lateh.instead of the rotating bar of Ifigs. 10

and 11, Ifig. 15 1s a perspective view, and
T1g. 16 18 a vertical sectional view, of still au-
other form of latch and stop mtended to be vo

applied to the shell.- Fig. 17 is a plan view of

‘a blank of which the shell is formed, showing

two depressions therein, one of which has a
piece of (,loth fastened therein..

A, Fig. 3, is u sheet - metal shell of general 7g
tri an? alar form when viewed in transverse sec-

- B B are the parts covering said shell, and
hereshown asineluding a band of leather,which
surrounds the shell A closely, and a number of 8o
pockets attached thereto, together with their
flaps and fastenings, which pockets are ar-
ranged on both sides of the shell or case A,
but are in themselves “holh of the 01dmary
construction. 85
C is a handle by which the pochet booL or
wallet is earried or suspended, being attached

‘to the body of the book at the thin magrﬂ‘m-fof

the shell A.

Disa drawer, made of sheet metal, and fitted 9o
to slide into the shell A at one of its triangu-
lar ends, which is left open for this purpose.
The sheet-netal shell 1s formed of a blank, A,
Fig. 17, which is bent to party-cylindric form
at the central line, @ @, so as to bring the sides g3
toward each other, and 1s further and more
sharply bent in the lines &' a' ¢* ¢?, s0 as to
bring the edges a’ together in the base of the
triangle so formed, as shown in IFig. 5, at which

mer being blohen away to show the several pomt said edges dre soldured tonether Short 1o¢
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wings or flanges a*, provided on the opposite ] drawal endwise by the bar Ii, (belonging to

margins ot the blank A’, are thrown up for the
purpose of farnishing a 1‘&1)(13T and secure fast-
ening for the leather which 1mmediately cov-
ers the sides of the shell. When said leather
has been applied closely to the exterior of the

‘shell the flanges «' are preferably pressed

down ﬁll]]l?‘ over the edges of said leather, as
shown in Fig. 4. Thus tmned the langes not
only hold the shell and ]eathel from l‘Ll&tiVB
longitudinal movement, but form a partot the

omqmentﬂl ends of the book. Oneendof the
shell A is closed. by a sheet-metal head, A7,
set into said end and soldered or otherwise se-
cured in place, as shown in IFigs. 4 and 8. To

this head 1s applied an ornate f.-.l.uug.} AY of
tortoise-shell or other suitable material. Ifor
the purpose of holding such facing 1n place
the bead A? is made wide enough to allow 1ts
longer or vertical edges «°, IFigs. 4 and 3, to
be turned outward, and after the head 1s fast-
ened the facing is inserted between said edges,
which are then pressed inward upon the cor-
responding edges of the facing A’ so as to
hold the latter firmly in position. The facing

is prevented from slipping out endwise by the |
~shell, within which it 1s thus held.

The drawer D is arigid receptacle, the parts
of which will be described with reference to
its normal or horizontal position when open.
Said drawer 15 of sheet metal, consisting, es-
sentially, of an inclined buttom, d, a vertical
back, d”, and two vertical triangular ends, 1)’
and D3, witl: a supporting marﬂnml part, "D,
The back @’ slides contiguous to the base of

“the triangular shell A, dlld the ends fit closely

but freely within said shdl The drawer 1s ar-
ranged to stand, when in position to be opened,
with the back 4’/ outward, and therefore with
the free edge of itsinclined bottom inward, or
toward the person, as shown in Kig. 2. The
inner margin of the drawer tummateb in a
tube, D?, which fits the curve of the shell at a,
Fig. 3, bald tube is preferably made of the
same piece of sheet metal with the bottom d,
in which case said bottom preferably first rises
to near the level of the topof the tube D? and
forward, upward,
and backward to complete the tube, as seen
clearly in Figs. 3 and 10.

The object “of the tubular form of finish for
the margin of the drawer 1s threefold: first, to
give a desirable thickness and rigidity to this
part of the drawer: second, to support said
margin of the drawer when dmwn ont; and,
third, to provide space for parts of the lock-
ing device which will be hereinatter explained.

The outer or exposed end of the drawer D
is:provided with an ornamental facing- corre-
sponding with that of the case or shell A,
already described. Ifig. 6 shows the outer end

piece or head, D, of said drawer, with its mar-

ginal flanges d?, and IFig. 7 shows the orna-
mental facing D4 fitted bv 1ts beveled edges
to set within said ﬂanges d? of the head D3, In

the locking mechanism,) which pasqes through
the comcldent holes & ot the parts D? and D4,
as shown 1n Iig. 5.

The drawer and the upper inner face of the
shell A are lined with velvet or other suitable
material for the purpose of preveunting noise
from movement of the coin within 1ts 1nclos-
ure. The manner of securing the lining 18
shown in Ifigs. 3 and 4. The surface of the
metal being suitable, or suitably prepared, the
lining is cemented thereto by any fit adhesive
substance. The exposed edges thereof are ad-
ditionally held or protected, so far as possible
or necessary, as shown. Thus the upper edge
of the back lining, d°, of the drawer 1s held by
being c¢lamped beneath a flange, d*, turned
down upon it from the upper margin ot the
back d’, as seen 1n IKig. 5.
the Liottom lining, d® 1s disposed within the
oroove %, Fig. 3, where 1t 1s not exposed.
Said edge may be clasped at this point be-
neath the edge of the metal, 1f desired. The
upper edge of the inner end lining, d'% 1s
held—as that of the back hning 1s held, and as
shown 1 Ifig. 4—by being clamped beneath
the overturned metal of 1)’.  Ifor the purpose
of securing the upper edge of the outer end
lining, d', the metal end plece or head, D,
(whose m.:u ain is used to hold the exterlml Or-
nament D, and is therefore not available to
secare the lining,) is provided with the long

narrow slot d° near said margin, through which
slot the lining passes, being folded over on the
outside of S‘le head and held by or Dbeneath
the facing D%, as shown 1n IFig. 4. The lining
a® on the upper inner tace of the shell 1s made
secure by being set and cemented 1n a depres-
sion of said face, as shown in Ifig. 3. The shell
A is provided with two such depressions op-
posite to and corresponding with each other,
made Dbefore the blank A’ from which the
shell is formed, 1s bent, and the lining men-
tioned is fixed in one of these depressions,
also before the blank is bent. The opposite
and vacantdepression, a’, I'1gs, 3and 17, serves
to prevent the drawer or 1its inner head; D/,
from binding on the shell when the drawer 1s
slid, and also to strengthen the shell.

The locking devices of the drawer will next
be described. - |

As fally set forth in the before-mentioned
Lietters Patent, such devices should be con-
trived to allow the drawer to open only when
the pocket-book or wallet 1s held in a hort-
zontal, or proximately horizontal, position, in
order that the coins may not be spilled when
the receptacle is drawn out. This effect 1is
herein provided for by distinetively novel fea-
tares of construction, which consist, generi-
cally, in a catch composed of two moving parts,
one of which is attached to the drawer and the
other to the shell, said parts being actuated to

‘mutualengagement by springs, and being com-

bined with a stop or stops applied to one or

this case the facing is restrained from with- | the other, whereby the parts are allowed to

The front edge of
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disengage only when the pocket-book or wal-
let is held in the required or horizontal po-
sition. The stop may be applied to eitber the
drawer-catch or the shell-catch, and several
alternative devices are here shown.

In the spring-catch attached to the drawer,
as here shown, the rotating and protruding
bar E is supported in the outer end of thetube
13 by a thick fixed tube or eylinder, E?, and
carries the bent cateh B/, having the noteh e
inits inclined upper surface. The limit of rota-
tion of the bar E, and therefore of upward and
downward swing of the catch I/, is determined
by the notch ¢/, eut in the end of the tabe D2
The bar E 1s rlgldly connected atits inner end
with a spring-wire, ¢2, which extends through
the tube, and 1s ﬁstened at its remote end to
some stationary part of the dmwel, as seen at
¢’, Fig. 11. In securing the wire ¢’ in place as
debcnbed it 1s glven a fOI’blOIl‘Il strain, which
tends to hold tlm catch K/ in the rmsed POSI-
tion shown in Fig, 10. The catch I may be
depressed by turning the bar E on its axis,
and for this purpose the ring E? ishungloosely
in the outer extremity of the bar, as seen in
various figures of the drawings. Byapplying
this 1ing so as to hang when the pockut book
or wallet 1s suspended as shown in Ifigs 1
and 5, it is also in the most favorable attitnde

to be convemultly seized between the thumb

and forefinger when the book 1s brought to a
horizontal paosition preparatory to loosening
the catch and opening the drawer.
Co-operating with the spring-catch 1 of the
drawer, mounted and operated as described,
the bhell A has a spring-lateh, I, Fig. 10,
which engages with the notch e of' Said dr:.-mer#
cateh. The entire Iateh device, as shown 1n
this figure, consists of" a part eut from sheet
metal, having, first, the base portion I'; sec
ond, the upturned end I?, rising p%rallel with
and in proximity to L/, and h:;wmg Lthe notch

f; and, third, the long tongune I’, bent over to

lie 1n the not(,h ya aml e:s.tended to engage
with the noteh ¢ of the cateh LY, as qlreadv de—-
seribed, and as clearly shown in Ifig. 10. The
base I isfastened to the shell Dy Solder, or by
rivets f/ or otherwise.

The torsion-spring e* is Strouﬂer than the
spring-lateh I, so that the latterls upheld by
the former above the bottom of the noteh f, as
shown in Fig. 10. ~

So far as above described, the cateh B and
latch T/ operate as follows, to wit: When the
drawerisopen the latech F/ rests on the bottom
of the notch JSand the catch E-is held raised
by the torsion-spring ¢ When the draweris
being closed the point of the catch 1/ passes
benedth the lateh I/, which, being weaker than
the torsion-spring of said cateh, is lifted, and
finally falls 1nto the notch e. In opening the

drawer the catch B/ is depressed by rotating.

the bar B, as stated. The latch foliows the
catch until it strikes the bottom of noteh f,
where it is arrested, and farther rotation of

with the lateh and permits the drawer to be
The catch serves as a stop for the

drawn out.
drawer,
For the purpose of preventing the disen-
gagement of the spring-catch and the spring-
latel, as just described, when the drawer 18
not horizontal, or near]v 50, either one of two
means may be emplm ed—namely, first, a stop
or stops to arrest the rotation of the bar E and
the consequentdepression of the cateh E’, and,
second, a movable stop corresponding in func-
tion with the bottom of the notch f. 1 prefer
the former, and in Ifig. 11 show the stops used
to restriet the movement of the catch B, op-
erating in certain positions of the pocket- bHook
or wallet. Said stops consist of two oppo-
sitely-inclined radial holes, ¢4, extending down-

ward through one wall of the c¢ylinder I,
diameter

(which is of less thickness than the
of the holes,) and nearly or quite through the
bar E, as more plainly shown in IFigs. 12 and
13. In each of these holes is placed a ball, ¢’
which is of size suited to move ifreely but
rather closely in the hole containing it. The
surrounding tube 1)? covers the lio'es and con-
fines the balls. When the pocket-book or wal-
let is held horizontal, both balls fall whotly

within the bar E and offer no impediment to.

its rotation; bat when the pocket-book or wal-
let 18 11151111(3(1 in either direction sufficiently to
allow one of the balls to roll outward, said
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ball, being partly in the bar and partly in the

outer ﬁxed cylinder, E2, prevents rotation of
the bar, and Lonsequently prevents disengage-
ment of the catch £/, The more nearly hori-

“zontal the holes ¢* the more nearly horizontal
the pocket-book or wallet must be heldin order-

to be opened. This form of stop is supposed
to be present in the devices of Fig. 10.

In the application of the stop to the latch in-
stead of to the catch, provision is made for al-

lowing the lateh to follow the cateh through- |

out the entire movement of the latter, except
when the pocket-book or wallet 1s horizontal,
or nearly so.. Tor this purpose the notceh f1s

much deeper than shown in Iig. 10. Two forms

of such application are shown in ¥igs. 14, 15,

and 160.

In Fig. 14 thelateh F/ has a projection, f?, on
its under face, and the part F? has the e.;lrbj"*
in which is hung very loosely the bent wire
yoke 74, which, being always pendent, swings
beneath the 1)1"({]60“011)“3 when the pocket- boula.
or wallet is held horizontal, but which hangs
at one end or the other of such projection wheu

100

105'

110

IIS"

the book is held much inelined fiom a hori-

zontal position. Nothingin this construction
prevents the rotation of the bar I and the de-
pression of the cateh ' to the full extent of its
possible movement as allowed by the noteh €',
I'ig. 105 but when the yoke f* envages tlleplo-
jection jz the lateh B’ is arrested and allows
the catch to escape it, whileif said yoke hangs
at one side of said pugettmn the lateh follows
the catch and continues in engagement there-

the bar carries the cateh out of engagement | with throughout the range of its movement,
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In Figs. 15 and 16 the lateh is arrested by | B B, secured to the shell, and the suspending-

other means operating to the same purpose as
the pendent yoke f*—that is to say, f*is a cup
having a concave bottom and containing the
shot /Y which i1s retained in the cup by the
latch I/, which 1s made broad at this point for
the pu I‘})OSP. At the center of the cup-bottom
a small hole, /%, 1s drilled, over which theshot
has obviously broader bearing, so thatit will be
retained at this point by its gravity while the
cup 1s shightly tilted, but {rom which it will
escape to one side 1t the cup or boolk 1s much
inclined from the horizontal. Directly over
the center of the cup the latch It is provided
with a depending pin, f7, beneath which the

shot may roll when the htch 1s normally sup- .

ported by the catch I/, Therefore, when the
book 1s brought to a horizontal position the
ball rolls 1nward to the center of the cap, and
1f then the cateh IE be depressed the pin f7
strikes the ball £¢ and arrests the latch, there-
by allowing the catch to be freed. In any
much inclined position of the book, on the
other hand, the ball will not be in place to in-
tercept the pin /7, and the lateh will follow the
catch, preventing disengagement thereof.

It 1s understood from the patent before inen-
fioned that the melined bottom or side of the
drawer here shown is intended to facilitate the
selection and the withdrawal of a selected coin
by pressing the same with the finger andslid-
ing it up the incline and out into the hand.

1t will be observed that the ball-stops ap-
plied to the bar I and tuabe I&* operate nega-
tively or by thelr non-engagement to allow the
fastening to bereleased 1n the desired position
of the drawer, while the stops shown 1n Ifigs.
14, 15, and 16 operate positively or by their
engagement to effect the same eud.

- By reicrence to Fig. 5 1t will be seen that a

projection, d*?, 1s formed on the facing D1 of

the outer drawer end, against which projection
the ring &4 falls when the book 1s bu%pended
from its handle C. By means of this projec-
tion the ring is sustained at «a sufficient dis-
tance from the facing to enable it to be read-
1ly seized and raised When the drawer 1s to be
opened.

I claiin as my invention—

1. In a pocket-book or wallet, the combina-
tion, with the coin-drawer, of a rigid case or
shell sarrounding the drawer and an outer
covering enveloping the case, substantially as
described.

2. The pocket-book orwallet described, con-
sisting, essentially, ot & central rigid coin-re-
ceptacle, D, the surronnding rigid shell A, and
the outer flexible leather-work or pockets, B

B, secured to the shell, substantially as de-

scribed. |

3. The combination, in a pocket-boolk or wal-
let, of the central coin-drawer, D, having the
sectionally-triangular form shown, the corre-
spondingly-shaped rigid shell A, closely sur-

handle C,attached at the thinner margin of the

pocket-book body, substantially as described.

4, In apocket-bookor wallet, combined with
the surrounding rigid shell A, having the gen-
eral form Shown tht,, drawer D havmg 1tS bacL
and the free Ld% of 1ts nmlmul bottom fitted
to the shell, w hereby the drawer 1s guided and
supported from the shell when drawn out at
any distance, substantially as described.

5. In apocket-book or wallet, combined with
the coin-drawer D, having a lining, the rigid

covering or shell provided with a facing of

cloth or similar material opposite the open side
of the drawer, substantially as described.

6. In a pocket-book or wallet, the shell A,
forming the inclosure of the drawer, and pro-
vided with the depression over the drawer,
having the cloth «® secured therein, substan-
tially as desecribed.

7. In a pocket-book or wallet, the shell A,
forming the inclosure of the drawer, and con-
structed of a single sheet of mctal joined at
the back of the drawer, substantially as de-
scribed. |

8. Inapocket-book or wallet,in combination

with the drawer and a relatively-fixed part of

the book, having a suitable Iateh, the rotating
bar L, the attached cateh I/, and a torsion-
Spunb, ¢®, arranged and operating substan-
tially as described.

9. Inapocket-book orwaller,1n combination
with the drawer and the relatively-fixed shell,
a fastening for the drawer, consisting, essen-
tially, ot two movable parts, secured, one to

the drawer and the other to the shell, and each

actuated by a spring to secure their mutual
engagement when the drawer i1s closed, and a
stop or stops arranged to operate in a required
position of the drawer to allow the fastening
to be disengaged, substantially as described.

10. In a pocket-book or wallet, in the fast-
entng for the drawer, the combination, with
the tube D2 of the fixed cylinder Ii%, the ro-
tating bar L&, carrying the catch I/, and the
torsion-spring €* arranged and operating sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

11. In a pocket-book or wallet, in the fast-
eniug tor the drawer, the combination, with
the recessed rotating bar I and its spring, and
with the attached catch B/ and its stop or stops,
of the relatively-fixed tube IE% having inclined
holes ¢* opposite the recessesin the bar K, and
the confined balis ¢°, all arranged with refer-
ence to each othier and to the drawer substan-
tially as and tor the purposes set forth.

12. In a pocket-book or wallet, the drawer-
fastening comprising two moving parts, at-
tached, one to the drawer and the other to the
shell, and both spring-actuated to mutually
engage, as set forth, and also comprising a
stop or stops arranged to procure the disen-
gagement of the parts in a certain fixed posi-
tion of the drawer, the part attached to the

rounding the drawer, the outer leather-work, | drawer provided with a spring of greater
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strength than that attached to the shell, sub-
stantially as described, ELHd. for the purposes
set forth.

13. In a pocket-book or wallet, in combina-
tion with the vertically-movablen otched catch
E/,its supporting-spring, and its arresting stop
or stops, the spring-latch I/ and the notched
npright part I, together arran ged and oper-
ating subst‘mtlallv as debcrlbed and for the
purposes set forth.

14. In a pocket-book or wallet, combined
with the shell A, the depressed head or end
piece, A% having lateral flanges «°, and the
ornamental facing A3, secured by said flanges
a’, substantially as described.

15. In a pocket-book or wallet, combined
with the drawer, the end piece, D?, hfwmg the
flanges d* and aperture d°, the faemn D+, fitted
to enter between said fl &nnes and aJlso havmg

| jecting through said aperture, as shown, where-

by the fftcmﬂ' 1s held in place Wlthm the ﬂ:sm oes
of the end piece, substantially as described.
16. In a pocket-book or wallet, combined
with the ring E°, applied to the 10tat1ng bar
E, the projection d'?, arranged to support the
rlng out in position where it may readily be
seized and raised, substantially as described.
17, In a pocket book or wallet, combined

with the outer end lining of the drawer, the
sheet-metal end piece, D3 having the slot d?,
and the outer facing, D%, tobether arran n'ed as
described.

In testimony that I claim ‘the foregomﬂ‘ as
my invention I affix my signature in presence

of two witnesses.-
JOHN WESLEY MEAKER.
Witnesses:
SAMUEL M. EDDY,
WARREN E. WILKINS.
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