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To all whom 1t may concern: |
Beit known that I, CALVIN J. KIMBALL, of
Portland, Cumberland county, Maine, have in-

vented a new and useful Improvement in Mail- |

g Bag Catchers,of which the following is a speci-
fication. |
My improvements relate to apparatus nsed
on mail-cars for catching mail-bags, and have
for their object to allow adjustment of the
10 crane to the direction in which the car may be
moving without remoung the crane from 1ts
supports
The invention consists in a swiveled crane
sustained in its supporting-head by a spring-
15 catch, as hereinafter described and claimed.
In the accompanying drawings, Higure 1 is
a side elevation of one end of a mail-car fitted
with the improved bag-catcher. Iig.21s a
sectional elevation of the catcher, and Ifig. 3
20 18 an end view of the same.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.
The cateher, consisting of crane a and sup-
porting-rod b, 1s fitted at the car-door as usual,
25 the rod b being sustained in a horizontal posi-
tion by the boxes ¢ ¢, in which the rod is free
to turn and slide, so that the crane can be pro-
jected at either side of the door. The rod bis
fitted at its mid-length with a boss, d, which
30 1s apertured crosswise to receive the end of
the crane, so as to form a socket-piece there-
for. The crane « is a rod bent in the usual
form, and with its inner end bent to extend
through the socket d, wherein 1t 1s held by a
35 Cross-pin, e, that takes against the side of the
socket. The shank portion of the crane with-

| in the socket 1s of smaller diameter, and car-

ries a spiral spring, f, that tends to Tetain the
pin e in contact with the socket-piece. Be-
neath the pin e the piece d is formed with a 4o
shoulder, ¢, in line with rod b, against which
shoulder the pin takes, and thereby the crane

1S held rigidly in line with the rod. The 1n-
ner end of the crane, extending beyond piece

d, is formed as a handle, &, by which the rod 4j3
b and crane are to be turned and the crane
held projected as usual.

With this construection the c¢rane can be
turned in its socket by first moving the shank
endwise to relieve the pin ¢ from the shoulder go
¢, and the crane thus placed according to the
direction the car is moving. The crane can
also be turned out of the way of the door, so
as not to interfere with the work of receiving
and delivering bags when the train i1s not 1n 55
motion.

Having thus described my invention, I ¢laim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. In mail-bag catchers, the combination of 60
the-swiveling crane q, promded with a spring-
cateh, the socket-piece d, and supporting-rod
b, subbtanthll) as shown and described.

2. In mail-bag catchers, the crane «, aper-
tured piece d, formed with shoulder g, cross- 63
pin e, spring f, and rod 0, substantially as

- shown and described, combmed for operatlon

as set forth.

CALVIN IRA KIMBALL.

Witnesses: |
JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND,
JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, Jr.
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