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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, SHERMAN D. HUBBARD,
of Beaver FFalls, in the county of Beaver and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Hoes; and 1 do

hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description thereof. |

In the manuafacture of solid-steel hoes it has
been the custom to form the eye, which is set
up in the blade, of a round or oval form. It
is desirable to secure in such a hoe a square
eye, for the reason of the greater security and
berter fasteningof the handle that is obtained
thereby; but the formation of the eye tends to

weaken the hoe, especially in the square cor-

ners. i_ -
In order to secure the advantages of such an
eye in such a hoe, I have formed a hoe with a
skirt or re-enforcement of metal extending
around the square eye.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will now desecribe its
construction and manner of use by reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a top view of my improved hoe.
Fig. 2 is an edge view of Fig. 1. Fig.3is a
top view of another form, and Iig. 4 is a lon-
citudinal section of Fig. 3.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
1n each.

aindicates the blade of a solid-steel hoe, hav-
a set-up eye, 0, of square form. Around the
base of the eye 0, I have made a skirt or re-en-
forcement of metal, ¢, which gives the requi-
sife strength to the eye and enables me to ob-
tain the advantages of a square eye in a solid-

steel hoe. |

| If desired, the skirt ¢ may be made thicker

and heavier at the back, as shown in Fig 4, so
that 16 shall constitute a knob or projection, g,
which is useful in breaking c¢lods and stones.

I am aware that a hoe having an oval eye

integral with the blade and re-enforced by ribs

| at the projecting portions of the eye has here-
-tofore been devised, and that in shearing the
plate during the manufacture of such hoe a

slight margin is, owing to the presence of the
rtb. necessarily left projecting beyond the eye;
but thesameisan incident of construection hav-
ing'no special function in conjunction with an
ovaleye, whereas theskirt, in its relation to the
square eye, 1s material as a support to the an-
gles of the eye where ribs or re-enforces cannot
be readily used. |
Therefore I do not herein broadly claim a
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hoe having the circumierence of its eye wholly

within the margin of the blade; neither do I
claim the copjunction of an oval eye and skirt;
but |
What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—
A solid-steel hoe having a square eye with
walls of uniform thickness and integral with

the blade, and a flat skirt disposed at the base

of the eye, substantially as specified, to sup-
port the angles of the eye, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. .

- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand.

SHERMAN D. HUBBARD. =

- Witnesses:
1. B. KERR,
L. C. FITLER.
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