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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, EL1zA HOWSON, a citi-
zen of the Unifed St%teq residing in Phlladel-
phia, Peunsylmma ]1avelm ented auImprove

-5 ment in Corsets, of which the following is a
specification.

The object of my invention is to afford facilj-
ties for fastening the fronts of corsets, and this
object I attain by attaching at the waist por-

1o tion of the corsets, either on the steels or ad-
jacent thereto, projections against which the
wearer can apply ber thumbs in closing the
corset to her waist,

In the acecompanying drawings, Figore 1 1s

15 a perspective view of a pair of corsets 1llus-
trating my invention ; Fig. 2, a detached por-
tion of I‘1g 1, drawn to an enlarged scale;

and Figs. 3, 4 5, 6, 7, and 8, modified forms
of the attachment.

The corset A, Plg. 1, may be made in the
usual manner for lacing at the back, and hav-
ing the usual corset-steels, B B/, in front, one
of these steels, attached to one fold of the cor-
set, being provided with slotted projections for
fitting over studs attached to the steel of the
other fold of the corset.

In fitting on corsets it is usual to first secure
- the two steels together at the fastening near-
est to the waist, and counsiderable effort 1s re-
quired to do this, as there are no prominences
for the thumbs or fingers of the hand to bear
ngainst.
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to the edges of the steels 1n forcing the two
tolds of the corset together; but the steels are
not prominent enough to permit this to be done
with any comfort; hence I attach to the corset
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Frequently the thumbs are applied |

| projections D-D*‘, to which the thumbs can be

applied in fitting the corset to the body, these
projections being at or near the waist, where
1t-1s usunal to make the first fastening, for af-
ter the corsets are secured at the waistit is an
easy matter to make the other attachments
without the aid of the projections. Hach pro-
jection may consist of a bent plate of metal
riveted to the steel, as shown in Fig. 2, or 1n
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| the manner 1llustratel in Fig. 3; or the pro-

jection may form part of a plate secured to

the fabric, as in IFig. 4; or it may form part ot

the steel, as in If1g. 5; or 1t may consist ot a
simple loop of bent metal or of very strong fab- so
ri¢, as in I'ig, 6; or it may consist of a hinge,
as shown in Figs. 7 and 8, so that one leaf of
the hinge may be tarned up to form a projec-
tion, and tarned down ont of the way when the
corset has been fastened. I have found, how- gg
ever, that the permanent projection isnoobsta-
cle to the properfittingof the clothes to the cor-
set, providing the prcgectmns are at or near the
Wdlbt

L claim as my invention—

The combination of the fastening devices of
a corsef with projections or loops D 1) adja-
c¢ent to the steels or fastening devices, sabstan-
t1ally as and for the purpose set forth.

in testimony whereof I have signed my name 65
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.
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ELIZA HOWSON.

Witnesses:
JAMES F. ToBIN,
HARRY SMITH.
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