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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, WiLLIAM R. HODGE, of
the township of Keamey, 1n the county of H ud-

son and State of New Jersey, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in Car-

pet Stretchersand Fasteners; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full clear, and ex-
act description of the inv entlon such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

The object of this invention is to allow the
carpet to be secured to the floor or be taken
up with greater facility than was possible by
the old method of tacking.

1t consists 1n the constr uction, combination,
and arrangement of parts hereinafter shown
and descnbed, and finally embodied in the
claims.

Referring to the accompanying dmwm%, in
which sumlar letters of reference indicate like
parts in each of the several figures, Figure 1
is an elevation representing a corner of a room,
showing the base-board both in a front view
and in section, and also showing, in front and
side views, means for holding the ¢leats in po-
sition. Kig. 2 is a plan view of Iig. 1, and
Fig. 3 a detached {front view of a corner-fast-
ener. Means for manipulating the devices are
shown 1n Kig. 4.

In carrying out my invention I construct a
cleat or molding, a, adapted to lie in the angle
between the carpet b and base-board ¢. Said
cleat ¢ is provided at appropriate infervals
with projecting pins d, adapted to catch into
The cleat ¢ 18
held 1n position in the angle by tasteners e ¢/,
shaped substantially as shown in Ifig. 1, so as
to inclose and hold the cleat a. Said fasteners
¢ ¢/ are secured to the base-board ¢, as shown
in drawings, by the screws or other similar
means, f, and are capable of being adjusted to

‘the cleat a—that is to say, the side-fasteners
e are adapted to turn 111130 engagemenb Wlth-

fasteners e" bemn' mcapab]e fmm their posi-
tion of turnmg, are provided with a slot, g, as
shown in Ifig. 3, by which said fastener ¢’ is
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the cleat «.

I have also provided means to be used in
connection with the cleats for stretching the
carpet, which means are shown in Fig. 4, and

consist of two arms or bars, m m, which are

pivoted together, as at .

In puttmg my invention into practical oper-
ation I proceed as follows: The carpetis spread
upon the floor, and one side of the same is laid
in position ﬂﬂ*amst the wall or base-board, the
cleats attached thereto, and firmly secure by
the fasteners. Thecleat or cleats for the other
side are then adjusted upon tbe carpet at such
distance froin the base-board as to allow for
stretching. The arms m m are then placed 1n
engagement with both the cleats, and pressure
is applied at the point =, in consequence ot
which the arms spread, forcing the unsecured
cleat into position against the wall, where 1t 1s
properly secured by the fastener.s, as before,
the same process being repeated for the other
sides of the room.

The arms m, constituting the stre{cher, are
so arranged as to be capable of being adj usted
to the size of any room by having pivotal perfo-
rations therein at appropriate distances apart,
as shown in Fig. 4. When the cleats and at-
tachments are all in position they impart a
very desirable finish to the room, and also

l lowered or raised into and from contact with

53

6o

65

70

75

80

serve, in a great measure, to prevent moths

from gettlng under the carpet.

The projecting pins d, which hold the cleat
to the carpet, have pr(,tel ably a slant, and are
placed therein irregularly or in a Z1gzag Posi-
tion, as shown 1In I‘lgs 1 and 5, so as to hold
the carpet more firmly and lesseu its liability

| to ravel when the stretcher is applied.

By means of this device a carpet may be
taken up or put down with great rapidity, and
easily stretched to any extent to which 1t 1s
capable

Having thus described the inv ention, what
I claim, and wish to secure by Letters Patent
1§

1. In a carpet stretching and fastening de-
vice, a cleat or cleats adapted to be attached
to the edges of a carpet and adjustably secured
to the wall of a room or base-board thereof, as
and for the purposes set forth and shown.
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2. In a carpet stretching and fastening de- | arms or bars m m, arranged to be adjustahly: R

SO vice, the combination of cleats a,provided with | pivoted together,and tooperate in conjunction

pms d and fasteners ¢ ¢/, arranged and oper-:| with the cleats @, as and for the purposes set 5
- ating as and for ‘the purposes set forth and forth
g .shown | In testimony that I claim the foregomg I
- 3. 111 a (,arpet Stretehmg and f&stenmg (le-: hzwe hereunto set my hand this 26th ddy of
- vice, the fasteners ¢, adapted to be screwed or | Nm embe1 13880,
~otherwise secured to the base-board or wallof | . |
a room, substantially in the manner and for | ~ WILLIAM R. HODGE'

0 th-e purposes set forth and shown. IWitnesses: .
4, In a carpet stretehing and fastening de- |  ~  OLIVER DRAKE, = P
vlce, substantially as herem descrlbed the | ~  CHARLES HODGE. -~
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