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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENRY F. GRAY, of
Columbus, in the county of Franklin and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Clothes-Racks; and L dohere-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,and
exact description of the invention, which wiil
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, and 1n

~which— -
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of the rack
with some of the arms extended. Ifig.21s a
longitudinal vertical section of the same, and
Fig. 3 is a detail view of the slotted inner end
of one of the arms with its hook and spring.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention contemplates certain improve-
ments in the construction of folding racks for
towels, hats, or wearing-apparel, as hereinaf-
termore fully setforth, and particularly pointed
out in the claim.

In the annexed drawings, A represents a
shelf or bracket, having a back piece, B, which
has an aperture, a, by means of whieh 1t may
be suspended upon a nail in the wall or other
suitable support. It also has a turned center
piece, C, affixed to the back piece, B; but this
does not extend all the way up to the under
side of theshelf, as will be seen by reference
to Kig. 2 of the drawings. |

The letter D represents a series of segment-
al sheet-metal plates, the right-angled edges
of which are suitably secured in the center
piece, C,and undersideof shelf A,respectively.
Eachof these plates hasanoteh,d,at 1ts upper
end just underneath the rim of the shelf. |

E E are the arms, which correspond in num-
ber to the segmental plates D, and have each
a saw-kerf or slot, 0, at their inner ends, into
whichthe plates Dareinserted. Theinnerup-
per corner of each of these plates has a slot, ¢,
and the inner slotted ends of the arms E are
provided with hooks If, the inner ends of which
are connected to rubber or wire springs G,
sunitably fastened in the back piece, b.

By reference to Fig. 1 of the drawings it

supports and guide-plates D are secured to the
shelf by tarning a flange, ¢, along the edge,
which is inserted into a corresponding cut or
oroove in the under side of the shelf, and forms

-an efficient means of fastening.

When it is desired to use the rack the arms
are extended {one or more of them, as required)
by raising the outer end of the arm up into a
level position, the hook If at its inner end
serving as a hinge, until the notch d 1n the
guide-plate D is reached, when the tension of
spring G- draws the arm against the notch and
causes it to interlock therewith by its' pin g,

which is inserted. transversely through the

kerf D, slipping into the notch. The slot ¢ 1n
the inner corner of each of the guide-plates D
allows play to the hook-hinge ¥, which works
in the slot, so as to give a free forward-and-
backward motion of the arms in unlocking
them from or locking them into their extended
position. To fold the arms down they are

simply pulled out until the pin ¢ is disen-

gaged from its notch d, when the arm will by
its own gravity, aided by the tension of its
spring G, fall down into its vertical position
out of the way. |

It is obvious that the rack, instead ot being
of the shape shown in the drawings, with radi-
ally-arranged arms, may be constructed with
arms It and their guide-plates D arranged par-
allel to one another, or that (when used as a
clothes-horse for drying clothes, for example)

the top part, A, may be made in the shape ot

a complete circle, thus dispensing with the
back piece, B, by making the center part, C,
a complete eylinder, supported centrally at its

lower end upon a post or upright of suitable_

height.

The modifications in the construction of
my device which would be required in order
to make-it of different shapes will be readily
understood without further explanation, and
hence I do not limit myself to any particular
shape or immaterial modification in the con-
struction and arrangement of details.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

| will be seen that the upper edges of the metal 5o
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2 245.482

The combination, in a folding clothes-rack,
of the shelf or top part, A, having back or
support B and center piece, C, notched seg-
ments D, slotted at ¢, and arms 1, slotted at
g their inner ends, and provided with the hooks
E and springs 3, constructed and arranged to
operate substantiallyin the manner and for the
purpose herein shown and set forth.

F

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature 1o
In presence of two witnesses.

HENRY F. GRAY.

Witnesses:
ORANGE FRAZER,
ANDREW SPITTAL.
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