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Zo all whom it may concern :

Be it known thatI, Parmrip I. WINN, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Fork Union,
in the county of Fluvanna and State of Vir-
ginia, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Gate-Latches ; and 1 do here-
by declare the following to be a full, elear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawin 23, and
to letters or figures of reference marked there-
on, which form a-part of this specification.

The present invention relates to that class
of gate-latches in which a pivoted catch-plate
on the gate-postoperates in connection with a
rod or bar carried by the gate, so that when
the latter is closed said rod or bar will auto-
matically engage with an ineclined or wedge-
shaped portion of the pivoted catch-plate, and
after raising the latter pass behind the same
for locking the gate. S |

The invention consists in a simplified con-
struction and arrangement of parts, which will
hereinafter be more fully described, and then
set forth in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of a post and gate, showing the latter in
a closed position. Tig. 2isa perspective view
of the catch device, comprising a right-angu-
lar plate and a pivoted wedge - shaped piece
having a horizontal top flange. TFigs. 3 and 4
are detail views of the latch device carried by
the gate.

LThe letter A designates a gate of any ap-
proved construction; and B, a post against
which said gate abuts when closed, as clearly
shown in Ifig. 1. |

The latch for holding the gate in a closed
position comprisesa right-angualar plate or Dar,
U, the vertical portion of which is secured to
the front face of the gate-post by means of
screws or other fastening devices.

The bottom or horizontal portion of the plate

or bar U is provided with a vertical slit, in
which operates a catch-plate, D. The lower
portion of the latter ismade wedge-shaped, or
18 provided with an inclined bottom face or
edge. The front end of the catch-plate, or the
end farthest from the post, is formed with a
knuckle, d, which fits between similar knuckles,
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¢, formed on the outer end of the horizontal
portion orarm of the plate C. A pintle or pin

passes through the different knunckles, so as to
form the hinge-connection of the catch-plate
with the angular supporting-plate.

The upper end of the catch-plate terminates
in a horizontal flange or cap-plate, B, which
serves to close the slit or opening in the hori-
zontal arm of the right-angunlar plate, and pre-
vents the passage of water or snow into the
opening in the plate. |

It isobvious that uniess the opening in which
the cateh - plate operates is tightly covered
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Snow or water, when frozen around said catch- 65

plate, would prevent the movement thereof.
A horizontal rod, T?, passing through a mor-
tise made in the end piece of the gate, 1n proper
relation te the catch-plate, hasits rear end bent
at right angles and provided with a screw-
thread. A screw-threaded neck, &, is thus
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formed, which serves for the attachment of an

obliquely-extending rod or lever, H, terminat-
Ing at a suitable distance above the top rail of
the gate, so as to permitit to be readily grasped
by the hand of the operator. The rod H has
an eyeatits lower end, which fits on the screw-
threaded neck G, and a nut, g, applied to the
latter serves to hold the rod in place thereon.
Lhe rod also has a flattened portion, I, which

passing through either of these two holes and
entering the rail of the gate, serves as a pivot
for permitting the rod H to turn. The upper
end of said rod may pass through a keeper or
flanged plate, J, which is secured to the top
rail of the gate., The weight of the rod is suf-
ficient to keep the horizontal rod or bolt E in
a projected position, or, in other words, in en-
gagement with the catch-plate.

Theoperation of a gate-latch constructed and
arranged as above described is as follows, viz:

75

8o
18 generally provided with two holes. A pin,

The gate, when closed against the post, will .

cause the projecting-rod I to strike against the
wedge - shaped plate, and by doing so said
plate is raised so as to permit the rod or bolt
If' to pass in rear of the cateh-plate, whereupon
the latter will drop and rest in front of the
rod or bolt, thus maintaining the gate in a
closed position. The horizontal top flange or
cap-plate Ii, in addition to its function as a
rain and snow excluding device, also acts to
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prevent the catch-plate from dropping through

the slotted supporting-plate.

In order to release the lateh it is only neces-
sary to swing the upperend of the lever or rod
toward the post. This will retract the rod or
bolt F from behind the catch-plate, whereupon
the gate can be opened by pushing against the
same.

I do not broadly claim a gate-latch compris-
inga wedge-shaped cateh-plate on the gate-post
and a lateh bolt or bar on the gate adapted to
pass under and in rear of said cateh-plate; but

What I do claim as new, and desire to se-
care by Letters Patent, 18—

The combination of the slotted right-angular 15
plate, the pivoted wedge-shaped or oblique-
faced catch having a horizontal top-flange, the
sliding latch bolt or rod, and the pivoted un-
latching lever, with the gate-post, and the gate
having an aperture for the passage of thelatch- 20
bolt, as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

PHILIP I. WINN.

Witnesses:
Wair., H. SADLER,
Wi, I. WEAVER.
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