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To all whom it may concern :

Be1t known that we, FRANK L. SMITH and
BENJAMIN A. WELLS, citizens of the United
States, resident at Jackson, in the State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fences; and we do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled inthe art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters or figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this speci-
fication. |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fence-
panel embodying our improvements. Fig. 2
18 an elevation of one of the posts, showing the
brace and panels; and Fig. 3 is a detail view
of the brace and post.

This invention relates to improvements in
fences.

The invention consists in the constr u(,tlon of
the posts and the means of securing the panels
thereto, as hereinafter set forth, and partlcu
larly pomted out in the claim. ~

In the annexed drawings, A represents the
posts, made each of a flat b"tI‘ of metal. The

ol

bottom « 1s twisted, as shown, like an auger.
Just above this point is secured the brace B, |

| which 1s bent about the post and riveted there-

to, and its ends b b turned out at right angles.
When driven in the ground this twisted point
and the brace hold the post firm.

For securing panels of wood the postis pro-
vided with a pair of hooked catches, C C, p1v-
oted on opposite sides thereof, and having
their heads turned toward each other. The
panels are slipped between these catches, and
they are hooked over the former, holding them
in place. Kor wire only one catch is used,
and a notch, «, is cut in the edge of the post.
In using wire, instead of using a pivoted catch,
the body of the noftech may be made larger
than the mouth and a wedge be driven 1n.

We claim—

In a fence, the post A, provided with the
hooked catches C C, pivoted thereto, in com-
bination with the rails or boards which form
the panels, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth. |

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
In presence of two witnesses.

FRANK L. SMITH.
BENJAMIN A. WELLS.

Witnesses:
J. H. EMMONS,

D. G. PALMER.
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