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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM HAHN a Citl-
zen of the United State&, residing at Fort

Wayne, in the county of Allen and State of

Indiana, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Locks or Fastenings for the

~ End-Gates of Vehicles, of which the following

I0

18 a specification.

This invention relates. to certam improve-

ments in locks or fastenings for the end- -gates

of wagons or other vehicles, and it has for its

object to provide a device that can be readily

applied and adjusted, that will be thoroughly
practicable in its Opelatlou, that will produce
the ntmost strength and durability, and that
can be secured to either the outside or inside

~of the gate, as may be found convenient.

A

- To thisend my invention consists In a spring-
bolt secured to a lock plate or casing located
inalongitudinalrecess in theend- -gate or in the
side-boards of the wagon or vehicle, in combi-
nation with a sunitable catch, the catch bein g

secured to the side-boards in case the bolt is

applied to the end-gate, and the bolt or latch

to the side-boards When the catch is applied
to the end-gate, as fully hereinafter specified.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a per-

- spective view of a portion of a wagon-body and
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" latches.
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end-gate,showingmyinventionapplied thereto.

IFig. 2 represents a longitudinal vertical sec-

tion of a portion of the end-gate, showing the
interior of the lock; and Iig. 3 represents a
modification, showmg the bolt applied to the
side-board and the catch apphed to the end-
gate.

The letter A indicates the body of a wagon

or other vehicle, which may be of the ordinary
or any approved construetmn and B the end- |
gate, which is hinged aft its lower edge to the
rear edge of the bottom of the body, as indi-

cated by the letter C.

The letter D indicates the lock bolts or
The said bolts or latches at their in-
ner ends are constructed in the form of springs,
which may be either flat or coiled, and secured
to suitable studs or projections K on theinside

-of the lock plate or casing F. The bolts or

latches project at their outer ends through

- apertures & in the lock plates or casings, and

near their outer extremities are shouldered, as

| are in the form of rectangular slots, of such

length as to allow the free ends of the bolts to
play vertically therein, so as to permit the bolts
or latches to be operated to engage or clear
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the catches for the purpose of fastening the

end-gate. ,

- The letter 1 indicates the catches. These
consist of short metallic plates provided with
notches K at their upper edges, near their free

ends, the said ends being beveled, as indicated

by the letter L, in such manner as to auto-
matically engage the belts or latches with the
notches when the end-gate is closed.

In Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings the lock
plates or casings carrying the bolts or latches

are represented as secured to the inner side of

the end-gate, suitablerecesses, M, being formed
therein for their reception; but it is evident
that they may be reversed and secured to the
outer side without inconvenience, if so desired.
In the modification shown in I‘1g S of the
drawings, the lock plate or casing carrying the

bolt or latch is represented as secured to the

inner sides of the side-boards of the wagon or

vehicle, at the rear thereof. In this case the

notches K are formed near the ends of the bolts

orlatches, and the catches, instead of the bolts
or ]atches, are provided with the shoulders H.

In the present instance the lock plates or
casings are represented as secur ed by means
of screws ; but in practice it will be preferable
to secure them by means of bolts passing
through the part to which they are attached
and through metallic plates secured to the op-
posite side to which the plates are secured, this
construction serving not only to more securely

fasten the lock plate or casing, but also to add

strength to the parts to which the locks are
applied. |

The bolts or Jatches, as at present represent-
ed,are located abovethecatches,soastospring

'down into the notches upon closing the end-
gate; but it is evident that they could be lo-

cated below and arranged to spring upward
into the notches, which, in this instance, would

be formed in the lower edges of the catches.

A mostimportant advantage of myimproved

lock is that 1t will adjust itself to any possible

change in- the relative positions of the side-

l boards, which in all wagons and vehicles are

1ndlcated by the letter H The sald apertures | liable to spring a greater or less extent, ren-
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dering the ordinary lock utterly useless for |
- -fftstemnwthe end-gate. Another advantageis
~ that: the bolts cannot be dlbplﬂced or ]olt(,d
. from their seats, rendering it 1m1msslble for:
5 the end-gate to fall “a,ccul(,ntqllv EEEEEE
EEEEY Ha,vmﬂ‘ thus fully described m} 111?911‘51013
- what I clmm rmd def;ne to secure by Lettels |
Patent, is— |
. The comblimtlou mth the bods :md eud
10 gate of a wagon or other vehiele, of a spring-
lock boltor latch secured toasuitablelock plate
~orcasing and a notched cateh, one adapted to
~ be secured to the end-gate and. the other to:
~the body, or vice versa, substfmtmhy as and

I.’5 fOl‘ﬂlepmpO%spwlﬁed S T P
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. In combination with the end-gate of a
waﬁon or other vehicle, the lock plsLte oreasing -

| provided with a longitudinal spring-bolt pro-
Jecting at its free end and shouldered nearthe
same, with a notched catch secured to the side- 20
| boards of the wagon, Substﬂnt:ally as fmd for
fthe purpose specified. ¢ RS

In testimony whercof Ihave hel Lunto 5@‘5 my '

| hand 1n tlle plewence Gf two subscrlbmg wit-

11ESSEN. B
- WILLIAM HAHN.

Witnesses:;: -
-~ J.G. BAKER,
 MATHIAS METTLA.
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