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(Mndel ) .

To all whom it may coneem ,
Be it known that I, JoHN J. MOLEAN of |
Hillsborough, in the county of Montgomery

.and State of Illmcns have invented a new.and

Improved File- Cabinet for Court- Papers, of

‘which the followin, g 18 a ful] clear, and exact

. description. |

Myinvention relates to folding cases or ‘cabi-

~ nets forholding and preserving court and other

IO

‘papers for use partlcularly by clerks of courts;

~and it has for its qbject a portable file er bill

holder which shall be so constructed that the.

. file-papers in different causes on the docket

“may be conveniently selected from .and re-
turned to their respective pigeon-holes, and

which will exhibit at all times the .:Lbsence of

- papers and by whom taken.
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My invention consists in a certain arrange- |

ment of parts, as more partlcularly pomted
out in the claims. - -

In the accompanying drawings, I‘lgure 1is
a perspectwe view of my cabinet with the
wings open; Fig. 2, a vertical section of the

 cabinet as closed bhowmg the space interven-
25
~_ of the files; and Flgs 3, 4

ing between two oppomte sections of pockets
for accommodating the projectinglabeled ends

views.,
Similar letters of reference mchcate corre-
sponding parts.

A represents the body of the eabmet which |

- may be of any suitable and eenvement size ;
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and B B represent the wings or folding parts

of the cabinet, which are of the same height

- as the body A but only one-half the width

thereof,and are »hin ged to the side of the body
by the hmges a a, near the top and bottom of
each wing, whereby the cabinet may be folded |

-~ up close when desired.

40
by the vertical partitions C O, which are pro-
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The interior of the body A and of each of
the wings B B is divided into compartments

vided upon both sides, at sultable distances
apart, with the usual dlagonal orooves, ¢, into
which sheet-metal plates E are inserted, to

- form pigeon-holes to countain the files of pa,-

pers. Asg it i1s demgned that the upper ends

of the files shall project above the pockets, In
- order that labels upon the same shall indicate
the contents thereof, I arrange the plates form-
ing said pockets or pigeon-holes back w1th1n

4, and 5 are detall

|

|

tions.
cabinet is formed, which will not only securely
inclose the files, but will hold them in such a

the severel Secﬁone of the cabmet allowing
an intervening space between the folded sec-

| tions, in order that the said labels or project-

ing ends shall not interfere with the folding

together of the said sections,as shown at I in

in Fig. 2. This is an important feature of my

invention, since the labels would be partially,
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if not _entirely, concealed if the plates extended

quite to the front'or open face of the sec-
In this manner a convenient folding

manner that their contents will be ‘always in-
dicated.

The lower corners of the wings B B are fur-
nished with the casters g g, which caunse the
sections to open and close easﬂy and the front
faces thereofuare provided with the dowel- -pins

d d at top and bottom, which enter the corre-
sponding holes d’ d’ in the top and bottom

boards of the body, to canse the sections to

come properly together when the case is closed,

and the wings or sections may be provided
with suitable catches and locks for locking

‘the case when closed to insure the safe-keep-
ing of the papers.

The upper row of pigeon-holes in each of
the sections is intended to be used for holding

the cards of the different attorneys having

cases on the docket, and the files, with the
number and title of the case plemly written

upon the wrapper, are to be placed according

to the character of the proceeding, whether at
common law, equity, or criminal proceeding,
in the pigeon-holes of the respective sections
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intended for such actions, from whence they

can be easily selected when called for, and
easily returned to place,and when a file i 11:1 any
case is called for the card of the attorney to

‘whom it is delivered is to be taken from the

pigeon-hole above and placed in the place of
the papers, which always indicates at a glance
to any one in whose hands the papers -are.

- In case the file 1n any case becomes very
large--too large for the ordinary-sized pigeon-

‘hole—the plate next below may be removed,
as shown at H in the drawings, thus increas-

ing the size of the pigeon-hole to correspond
with the size of the file.

It is obvious that instead of the diagonal
grooves ¢ in the partitions C diagonal cleats
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might be used; and it is also obvious that in-
stead of two sections or folding parts the fold-
ing portion might besingleand of the same size
as the body, or a door might be uscd to close
the body or case, or the pigeon-holes might
have small hinged doors to cover them, and not
depart from the spirit of my invention.

I am aware that plates diagonally arranged
for forming file and other pockets have been
used in a variety of inventions. 1 therefore
do not claim such a construction in itself; but

What I claim is—

1. A folding file-cabinet having narrow open
pockets which are vertically adjustable in
depth and have the outer ends of the plates
by which they are formed set back fromn the
contact-surfacesof the folding sections, where-

by room may be provided between the sections
for accommodating labels on the projecting
ends of the files, as specified.

2. In a folding file-cabinet, the combination
of upright body A and two hinged sections,
B B, which are adapted to be folded close to-
gether and held in position by dowel-pins d,
and which are provided with narrow open
pockets, formed by adjustable diagonal plates
I, which are set back from the contact-sur-
faces of the said folding sections, substantially
as shown and described, and for the purpose
set forth.

JOHN J. McLEAN,

Witnesses: -

LEONARD G. IFATH,
IEp. S. DURNS.
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